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‘Realtors relate bizarre tales

By Douc Funke
STAFP WRITER

of the unusual, humorous and
bizarre in the world of real estate,
Remember, it's always funnier when
it happens to someone else. Everyone
gets caught soancr or later. And, as the
nnngf  goes, it only hurts for a little
while. il

T ime ogein for another installment

Marilyn Chicorel Megdell, an associ-
ato broker with Century 21 Teday in
Bingham Farms, once fell for a client in
a big way during the showing of an
unfamiliar house.

“In the sump pump,” sho recalled. “It
was about three years ngo. There was
no light, no pawer. It was a vacant
house. It was dark and I didn't see
where I was going.

“You try to be professional, walk
around with high heels, but there I
waa,” Megdell said. “I lost my shoe, the
heel was off. I was limping around.
Nothing was bruised except my ege.
Fortunately, I had sold the man several
properties 6o he know I wasn't a
lunatic”

Chris Knight, a Realtor with Cold-

Bs 6ne thing to see a
cat unexpoctedly, another to
have it come out with a han-
shee cry.”

— Michael Judge

A Realtor with Real Estate One in
. - Livonia

The entourage left befora police
arrived, but Knight later found out
that everyone was fine, Just a little
sleepy, apparently.

Then there was the time Knight sold
the house of a couple going througha
divorce to another young couple, who,
themsclves, divorced four or five years
later. The “new” buyers — the original
couple that had broken up, Thoy subse-
quently remarried.

“That was just a shocker,” Knight
said.

Michnel Judge, a Realtor with Real
Estate One in Livonia, remembers the
guard cat he and a couple of proopec-
tive buyers came upon during a show-

ing. .
“All of us thought the house was

“We came in the front door and
stopped in the foyer,” Soper said.

“The lndy rushed into the living room
and ran her hands up and down the
wall. Sha started yelling, ‘Someone has
been smoking in this house.’ She stood
there a good five minutes rubbing her
hand up and down the wall.,

“I was so startled,” Soper continued.
“I said, ‘Why don’t you paint over it?’
She said, ‘No way, and just rushed out.

“I'm a non-smoker. I never smelled
smoke. I never found out how she
found it on the wall,” Soper said.

In the end, no snle of any kind to that
particuler client,

Norma Keller, a Realtor with Ralph
Manuel Associntes in Birmingham, had
a bizarre experience of the occult kind,

“I was in a home, It looked kind of
like a medieval castle, I was there with
three people, They were buyers. I was
showing the house. It was in the MLS,
in their price range.

“I had shown the first floor. I loat two
people. Thoy went outside. The other
fellow followed me,

“I noticed paintings with upside
down crosses on them. In the lower
lovel, the whole area was set up with
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Financing *
for home .
remodeling

When considering
the choice between
moving up to a larger
home or remodeling
your home, the first
and probably most
decisive issue is
financing. Since you
have more options
today than ever, it can
be an imposing process
and a daunting chal-
lenge to reach a satig-
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factory decision.
MUy Before settling on a

plan of action, toke a
moment to assess your current situn-
tion. Begin by looking at your neighbor-

. Observe whether other homeown-
ors are making improvements. If ao,
they probably are planning to stay in
their homes for at least a fow more
yeara, What this may mean to you is
that a stable neighborhood is an excel:
lent environment in which to raise a
family.

“If remodeling is the dircction you
are leaning, determine if making
improvements will satisfy your imme-
diate requirements,” soys Glen Mitler,
president of Southfield-based Mortgage
Inatitute of Michigan. Will the
improvements even meet your long-
range needs?

Consider these other questions when

ing your decision to del:

e Do you like the ncighborhoed and

well ankcr ,Sd‘“’“!t“" Bake in Ply- empty. The cat kind of blended in with | black and red tablecloths with candles | your neighbors?
EAL ESTATE Q. 1y bought o “,"’“u"d 8 mb“l:' :{mry-fulnnf expe- | the furniture. It must have been an on the tahtes” « How much equity do you have in
QUERIES condominium, Tho pro. | f¢fce during a showing early one Sat- | glder cat sleeping. Suddenly the cat Keller said sho didn't moke anything | your home? . .
. vious owner hnd two | Urday evening. was there. When it showed itsclf, it of the unusual decor. .+ What is the interest rate for your
cats, As it turns out, the “Wo rang the dW'he“,ﬁ“:"c!‘s scared the bejabbers out of all of us, “When we got upstairs, there was o mortgage? N . -
cats repeatedly went to knocked on the door. We're saying hel- *It's one thing to sce a cat unexpect- | satanie ritual book in the bathroom,” * What is your home improvement
tho bathroom on the | 10000, We go in the lock box. : edly, another to hava it come out with a | she said. budget? :

“We find kids sleeping in ench bed-
room. We quictly walk around,

“We get to the family room and older
parents or grandparents aro sleeping
on reclining choirs, We're talking right
to them. We'ro there next to thent eight
to 10 minutes and thoy never wake up,”
Knight eaid. -

“We didn't know what was going on.
‘We thought they were dead. We ealled
tho Livonia police and told them some-
thing might be wrong.”

Naturally, some will have the prefer-
ence to movo up, and if conditions per-
mit, uso the equity in their current
house to find a larger home, This wauld
be the case when residents have out.
grown their “starter home.” .

Consider these other questions when

banshee cry" Judge snid, “It ian't an
earthly sound. The lady lot out n
seream. I think somebody wet their
pants”

Tho bottom line ~ no offer.

“I think it left kind of a negative
impression,” Judge said.

Phyilis R. Saper, n Realtor with ERA
Country Ridge in Farmington Hills,
onco had a client who demonstrated an
unusual way of detecting tobacco
smoke.

“It was open and highlighted in yel-
low. The person I was with had taken
classea and told mo it was dovil wor-
shiping. He snid, ‘Ita time for us to
leave.” :

“When we got outside, he said he
would recommend to me never to be in S ot!
the homo alane ogain,” Keller said. factoring your decision to move up:

“I've never been back, [ called the + How much can you afford for a
liating agent nnd she snid she didn’t dawn payment and mortgage pay-
believe that was going on. I never did ments? . i .
find out what hoppened to the home.” ¢ Ig your family growing, stable, or
will you soon become “empty nesters™

* Will you be able to afford the taxcs
and how good is the school system?

“There arc advantages to both situa-
tions, but perhaps your decision will be
more greatly influenced by your bor-
rowing needs,” Miller says. “In sonic
instances, o homo equity loon requires

carpoting to tho.point
of rotting tho carpeting.

I have had tho carpet-
ing cleaned twico, tho
pndding replaced nnd
the floor beneath the
carpet cleaned and ster-
ilized twico and still
cannot got rid of the
odor.

1s theoro any way I can got reim-
burscment from the provious owner
for replacoment of tho carpot? .

ROBERT M.
MEISNER

A. You should refer to your disclosure
statement to determine whether in fact
there waa any disclasure concorning the

dition of the ing, Obviously, to
extent that you could have observed or oth-
erwise determined the condition of the car-

e

Tips for cleaning up after storm

LP

poting prior to the time of your purchase,
you would probably bo precluded from pur-
auing tho owner if your purchase agree-
ment provided that you were buying “as is”

which is usually the case.

However, if the defect was lntent and was
not discloged, you hay havo a claim. Obvi-
ously, if you have to replace your carpeting,

that could be significant.

It may be advisable to consult with an
attorney and have the attorney writo a let-
ter to your seller indicating your situation

and requesting reimbursement.

Robert M, Mcianer is an Oakland County

area atlorney concentrating his practice in
the arcas of condominiums, real cstate, cor-
poraice law and litigation, You cre i
submit topics that you would like to sec dis
cussed in this column, including questions
about condominiums, by.writing Robert M.,

- Melsner, 30200 Telegraph Road, Suite 467,

Bingham Farms MI 48026. His email

‘address §8 bmcianer® mich. com and hia

vited to

People facing the enormous task of
cleaning up after the recent storm may
cnll the atato if they hava questions
concorning contractara, insurance
agents or other state licensed profes. ©
sions nnd facilities.

power equipment, offers these tipa on
tho use of chnin saws in your cleanup
efforta,

B Before you hegin to clean up, una-
lyzo your surroundings. If there are
downed powar lines, you must call in

fessional utility workers. Do not go

* loma ropalr sarvicas, bulidors, of contrad-
tora: 1-888-2004569,

# Btruciural safety of day core, foster caro -
o ndutt foator care faciilios: 1.517-373
6614

* A nursing home: 1-517-335-3558.
* Insuranco: 1.517-335-2068.
« Povrer problems: 1-800-292.9555

Recont studies indicto that more’
people are injured during the cleanup
after a storm then from the actunl
atorms, SIHL Incorporated, tha manu-
facturer of the world’s largest-oeliing
brand of chizin saws and other outdeor

near such lines until you have verified

_that power is cut off. -

# Do not operate a chain saw when
you arc overtired, Take frequent
breaks, Fatigue may result in loas of

. control of tho saw.

® Alwayo usc protective npparel such
as sturdy footwear, snug-fitting cloth-
ing, protective gloves, and cye, ear, and

Jhead protection.

B Maoke sure tho area in which you
arc cutting is free of bystanders and
animals,

H Do not start cutting until you have
n clear work area, secure fosting, and o
planned retrent path.

8 Usc extremo caution when cutting
smnll-gize brush and saplings becauso
slender matorinl may catch the saw
chain and be whipped toward you or
pull you off balance.

B When cutting a limb that is under
tonsion, be alert for epring back so that
you will not be struck when the tenaion

zcro down, some provide you with the
ability to borrow up to 100 percent of

your cquity and often the interest may. *

bo tax-deductible,”

Miller adds, “A homa equity loan
allows you to make all your improve-
menta at the same time.” If you should

decidb to move, chances are you will

bably want to de various clg«

in the wood fibers is rel Cut in
small increments in soveral places to
relenae such tension slowly.

W When sawing, be sure that the saw
chain does not touch any foreign mate-

. rints such as rocks, fences, or naila.

Such objects can be flung off, damage
the saw chain, or cause tho aaw to kick
back.

¥ Nevor "drop start™ a chain saw.

% Try to untangle and drag logs into
a clear avea before cutting.

B Alwnys thoroughly read and
underatand your owners manual prior
to operating your saw.
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ments in the new housc (fixtures, furnis
ture, tile, carpeting, ete.). These will
likely have to be spread over time;
maybe over the eourse of a fow years,

Whether you choose to remodel or
move up, you should comparison shop
to locate the besat possible financial
arrangements. More than ever, lending
institutions offer a wide varicty of flexi-
blo plans to meet the needa of apteific
borrowers, .

So why should there be any question
about remodeling instead of moving
up? .
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