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Jean Long of West Bloomfield
likes to joke that she’s been
gverywhero twice, So when she
rdtes her recont trip to France in
figr personal top 10, you know it
was somothing special.

. Long, a charter member of the
Nomoads Club, joined other club
- .membera for a 15-day combina-
tion river barge/chateau vaca-
. tion. The paassengers on the
Nomads’ flying clubhouse split

*,-into two groups, onec taking

.barges down the Yonne and

- Soine rivers, the other going to
luxury chateaux and then chang-
.ing places.

. . Long began her trip on the
barge Anacoluthe in Joigny.

+ *“Tho barge is a low boat, very

. ‘quiet, which is the thing I
‘enjoyed most,” she said. “You

. move very slowly down the
river,”

- Long and roommate Lyn Bal-

-,man shared “an ample room”

' nir-conditioned with twin beds,
. two desks and bed length stor-
. age drawers.

: . “In the head was a full stall
. shower with a door,” Long said.

" For o week, the barge made its
. way down tho Yonne, inte the
> Seine on its way from Joigny to

Phris, traveling through 32 locks
- wjth each station having “beauti-
* fugl flowers and o friendly dog.”

#1 liked to sit on deck, sniling

+ afong looking nt France. Red pop-

ples all along the shore symhal-

ized the beauty of the place,” Long

T anjd. “You could sce the medicval
tgwns in the distance.”

TA highlight of the trip was the
mfeals served on board, complete
with an explanation by the chef.

*Ronald, our ¢hef, would pre-
pare and give a detniled descrip-
tian of each meal, with an eye for
' taste and presentation,” Long
- wrote in notes she prepared to

rémember her trip. “Our lunches
! wore a three course buffet. Our
. dinners, four course, served cle-
* gantly and were delicious from
. appetizer to the scrumptious
. desserts, One thing we found dif-
. ferfent wod the salad (greens and
: amall slices of cheesc) always
+ sorved after the entree.”

A wine steward, Hugh, would
give similar expert information on

1
'

tog, lelsurely Fr

Seasoned traveler takes

on two French rivers.

his wine selections for the lunch
and dinner, v

Each morning after breakfast,
Long nnd her i would

transportation, taking her second
balloon trip. o
“It was a misty morning'and we
bty b ]

go on tours of the surrounding,
area including Auxerre, Sens,
Barbizon. At Barbizon, Long
bought a aitk scarf with a Monet
print and at Giverny, she walked
through Monet's garden, the
inspiration for many of his famaus
pointings.

“That was the best part of the
trip. It was so benutiful. I can't
think of the ndjectives to describe
the flawers,” Long said,

Afternoons would often be filled
with card gameson deck, passen-
gers ever mindful of approaching
bridges when they would bo told
to duck their heads. The barge
docked at night and passengera
cauld take optionnl strolls through
town.

Passengers could also pnss up
bus tours for bicycle touring ns
Long's roommate did in Bur-

gundy, cycling to a poluce festival,
Long opted for another means of

p 't have gone up
but they gave it to us for half
price,” Long said. “Pierre, my bal-
loon pilot, looks like Mel Gibson.
We had a happy landing with
champagune.”

The barge moved from the
Yonne to the Secine as it
approached Paris, the city of
lighta.

“We sailed past Notre Dame
with all our group tepside toking
pictures in the beautiful Paris
sunshine, under the great bridges
with our guide, Severine, pointing
out all points of interest,” Long
writes. “Wo all stood there in awe

- of the historic lives and times
theso landmarks had scen.

“Then at dusk, after the cap-
tain’s dinner, we had champagne
topside under the brenking stars,
wo started our cruise again, along
the Scine viewing the lights of
Paris. We docked our barge at
the foot of Tower Eiffel for the

Notre
Dame: The
barge up
the Seine
affords a
dramatic
view of the
famous
Paris
cathedral.

. Great Escapes features various
! travel netws items. Send news
¢ leads to Hugh Gallogher, assis-
: tant managing cditor, Qbscruer
« & Eeccentric Newspapers Inc.,
| 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
| 48159, or fax them to (313} 591
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"ON THE WATERFRONY
<i The 7th annual “On the
*© Waterfront” car/truck/toy show
and swap meet will be held in St.
Ignace, Sept. 12-14. The car sec-
-tion will celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the 1957 Chevro-
1ot with Chevy authority Pat
|Chnppell as guest of honor. A
987 Chevelle 85 396 will be
'offered in' a raffle. The Dick
Crane Memorial Truck Show
will feature 18-wheelers. A
. ‘Barade of Lights will feature the
‘trucks, Show hours are 8 a.m. to
.. # p.m. on Saturday and 8 a.m. to
.+.3 p.m. on Sunday with vendor
. pot up on Friday. There is no
/ndmission chargo to viow the
yehiclen,

Y
The guldes that show
you what others only telf you
Somersst Collectlon (246) 643.7470

...GREAT ESCAPES

ANTIQUE AUTO SHOW & MARKET

. Car buffs and bargain hunters
will convorge on Boyne City,
Aug, 9-10, for this show and flea
market. More than 70 antique
automobiles will be displayed
with countless flea trensures in a
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park on boautiful Lake
Charlevoix. The Gazebo Park
Art Fair will showcase original
works in Old City Park, Boyne
City on Aug. 9. Show houra nre
10 a.m, to 8 p.m. For informa-
tion, call 616-682-6222,
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French barge: Jean Long stands dockside of the Anacoluthe,
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her home away from home

rest of the night.”

Large numbers on the tower sig-
naled a countdown to the millen-
nium.

After a night ot the Paris
Hilton, near the tower, the group
went on to the second part of tho
trip, stays at two chateaux and
several side ndventures. L

hateau St. Sabine is a large
estate with a deer herd, a peacock
and a church with a ghost. One
night the group stayed up late
drinking wine and telling ghost
stories in the medieval setting:

Day trips included all day visits
te Dijon (one traveler said it
“really cut the mustard™), Beaune

Eiffel Tower: The famous Paris landmark counts:
down to the millenium. Jean Long’s Paris accom-
modations were in the tower’s neighborhood.

our French hosts and, of
course, the French food,” Long
writes,

Nomads Soles group for sin-
gles, which holds a quarterly
luncheon to diseuss Nomads
activities. -
The trip to France including
air, ground accommodations,
barge trip and many meals
cast $4,995 based on double

Long and her late husband
joined the Nomads a week
before the group bought its
first plane in 1966. She has

and Vezel . traveled more than 700,000 occupancy.
At C;”é‘y' Chi the travel- miles with tho Nomads, aa a “The slow, quict trip
ateau Lhissny Lho trave , flight dant allowed friendships to flour-

erg celebrated the 47th anniver-
sary of fellow travelers Rosio and
Dick Meyer, who treated everyono
to champagne.

“In the whole trip, I must
applaud the camaraderie of our
Nomad group, the friendliness of

ish,” Long writes. “The com-
fort of the bont, the thought-
fulness of all brought on a
great camaraderic while see-
ing all the greatness of
France.” :

and trip director,

She's been to Australia,
New Zealand, Hong Kong,
Scotland, England and many
other locations. Long is cur-
rently the president of the

August 9 & 10

Sat. & Sun. ® 10 AM -5 PM

FREE ADMISSION!

Juried fine art show featuring over 200 local and nationa
artists. Plus, live music daily and a food fest.

Held outdoors at.’

at 1-275 and 1-96
Spansored by:




