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BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WIUTER

A thriving
delicatessen
counts on
savory bread,
succulent
corned beefl
and hoearty
matzo ball
asoup. Jamal
Abu-Zahra
had all threo.

He just
neoded the
deli.

Now that
he has ane — Jaz Deli

The restaurant has poten-
tinl for other reasons, Abu-
Zahra said. He should know
since he used to deliver the
provious deli its aforemen-
tioned bread.

In fact, Abu-Zahra wanted
to acquiro the deli two years
ngo but was nudged out by
another buyer,

*“When I first came to Lox
Stack and Barrel, I found thoy
had a lot of offices in this
area,” he aaid. “I hove several
accounts around here. From
that point of view, I knew I
could use my cxpeariencc and

and Restaurant in Muirwood
Square on Grand River and
Drake — is buay trying to res-
urrect what once was a
bustling business apot that
had been dorment. The provi-
ous location housed Stock
and Barre), a déli whoéo fresh
bread and sandwiches were
hallmarks for lunchtime
denizens.

The owner sold the business
and then, inexplicably, Lox
Stock and Barrel remained
closed for o year and a half,

“I know it's an uphill bat-
tlo,” anid Abu-Zahra, who
reopened the deli under a new
name three months ago. “So
far the response has been
tremendous. They like the
food; Thoy like the menu.”

Business has tripled since
Zahra opencd, but it's not up
to the foot traffic Jevels Lox
Stock and Barrel once
enjoyed, he said.

mako this

He's rovamped the menu to
include pasta dishes, provided
a larger retail area that
includes imported goods,
horbal teas and other drink'a
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Bread for success: Jaz Delicatessen and Restaurant’s Jamal Abu-Zahra makes
the rye bread that provides that deli-st}'zle flavor to sandwiches sold at the
eatery in Muirwood Square on Grand

Owner resurrects deli
spot with ‘Jaz’ appeal

iver and Drake.

terrain for the Jordan native.
After emigrating to the U.S. to
pursup an electrical engineer-
ing degree, he started work as
a janitor at o Red Lobster,

“I guess I got atupid; I want-
ed to make money fuster,” ho
said,

Abu-Zahra worked his way
up to general manager and
went onto become “manager of
the year” in the J.B. Restau-
rant group, which owned Big
Boys, Old City Jails, Apple
Butter Farms and Red Lob-
sters, He operated reataurants
in California, Idaho, New
Mexico and Arizonn,

Ho also owned o Big Boy in
Wayno and ran Paint Creck
Golf Coursc's eatery with his
brother Nick, who is a chef at
the T d Hotel.

for carry-out He's

also' ndded a cappuccino -

machine. “People like to have
cappuecino in the morning,”
he said.

Dinner (ranging $5.45-
$9.36), lunch ($2.75-$6.26)
and breakfast ($1.99-$3.95)
are sorved daily, A grand
apening is planned Friday,
Aug. 15,

Aside from being a vibrant
delicatessen, Abu-Zohra sces
his establishment as evolving
into o neighborhood restau-
rant. He already knows half
hia customers by name,
including one who managed to
buy somo sausage for tho deli
in a pinch when the catery
unexpectedly ran out.

Restaurants are familiar

Ho praisoa his staff, which
includes a chel whose chicken
soup was cited as the bestina
“Detroit Monthly” survey.

Zahra Distributing still
delivers bread to 43 cus-
tomers, including those who
are competitors in the deli-
catessen business. Compoti-
tion is fierce.

Joz ia surrounded by three
eateries in Muirwood alone:
0'Shuck’s Raw Bar & Grill,
Cookie's Carryout & Catering
and Papa Romanuos.

*I’m not competing with
anyone,” Abu-Zahra said. “I
believe if you give good food,
good service at the right price,
you'll be number one.”

Ordinance puts kibosh on

apartment, condo barbecues

BY TiM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

A ‘We remind them every year for
the safety aspect. Even though

It bears repenting overy summer. Borbecues are
a no-no for mony residents who live in Farming-
ton's 26-30 apartment and condominium complex-
e, said public safety Commander Maria Putt.

A dingtoa F i city ordi gas
grills and barbecues eannot be used: 1. at higher
than ground level or 2. in any apartment complex.

While most residenta are well aware of the rules,
the city likes to remind them during cach barbecue
season. The ordinanco - the same as one on the
books in the city of Farmingten Hills - also pro-
hibits gas grills and barbecues on second floor bal-
conies,

“We romind them every year for the safoty

aspect,” said Putt, perusing the 10 top barbecue
safety tipa provided to Farmington Fire Marshal
Joe Schornack by the Safety Council for Southeast
Michigan. “Even though instances (of such fires)
aro low.”

The ordinance docsn't juat pertain to balcony
dwollers, Putt noted that on-the-ground grilla
must be kept at least eight feot away from the
building. . .

Some of the safety tips are common scnse, such
as having a fire extinguisher and oven mitts near
tho grill and turning off the propanc when fin-
ished. .

Top 10 tips )

Fallowing are the top barbecuo tips for a safo
cookout seagon, aa provided by the Safety Council
for Southenst Michigan:

B Moako sure the grill is clean. Uso steel wool or
2 hard brush to remove any baked-on grime.

8 Kcep the grill on a lovel surface away from

instances (of such fires) are low.’

Cmdr. Maria Putt
—Farmington Public Safety

children, folinge, chemicals, and house, garage or
apartment.

® Wear an apron and avoid wearing baggy cloth-
ing. .

W Use long-handled utensils and sharp knives
for cooking. Keep them hondy to avoid having to
1cavo the fire unattended. .

| Have o water bottlo and a fire extinguisher
close by in case of a sudden flare up.

W Linc the bottom of the barbecuo with alu-
minum foil and cover it with an inch of ash to
absorb grease drippings. Stack the charcoal in
pyramid shape at the center of the grill.

@ Read the directions on the lighter fluid con*
tainer carefully, Use only the suggeated amount,
and allow it to scak into the coals for a minute
before lighting.

® To start tho fire, throw a lighted match onto
the conls or use a fireplace match, Wait until the
coals aro ash covered (which uguslly takes about a
hall hour) and then use a poket to spread them out
evonly in the grill. Replaca the food rack and begin
cooking. :

W If the coals are too hot, apread them out. And,
if they're too coof, gather them closer togother.
Never squirt starter fluid on a fire or hot coals.

8 Dourc thoe grill thoroughly with wator when
finished. Closo the grill's vent and allow the coals
to cool avernight. Dispose of them in a non-
flemmable container.

William Grace principal :

BY TiM 8MITH
STAFF WIUTER

William Grace Elementary
School principnl Kayleen Hill
has a tenuous link, at best, to
Prosident Bill Clinton. Tho
mother of ono of her former stu~

.donts baby-sat a much younger

Clinton.

But tho Farmington district
educator is using it to the fulleat,

Hill, and other members of the
National Association of Elemon-
tary School Principals, recently
heard from the chief cxecutive
about his goal to improve nation-
al cducation standards,

Tho president addressed tho
elementary achool leaders during
a conference held Friday, July
25, in Washington, D.C.

During one point after the pro-
ceedings, Hill shook hands and
apoke to Clinton about that ex-
student'a mom who once baby-
gat him in Hope, Ark., where tho
president grew up,

“I mentioned that I know her
(the baby-sitting mom),” aaid
Hill, noting that sho taught the
student in Maryland.

But she added that Clinton
had an “it’s-a-small-world” tidbit
to share with her, too. "It turned
out thnt this woman's son is one
of Clinton’s aides, Thomas
Beccher."

Small talk nside, Hill said the
president’s comments about edu-
cation were well received. “It
was a rovved-up crowd. It's j\'x'nt

catches up with president

.

Prez says: President Bill Clinton and Principal Kayleen .

Hill share tidbits about a former baby-sitter both know !

at a meeting July 25.

urban areas, including Detroit,

havo signed on to a concept out-

lined in :lli! State of tho Union
W s inttiativo to

Principale alac lobbied on;:
Capitol Hill for: the need to pro- !
mota professional developmen

rimarily h

standardized testing in reading
and math, by 1999, for all fourth
and eighth graders, respoctively.

“He wants to be known as the
‘education president,™ Hill said.
“He'a very concerned about cdu-

cational issucs and children's’

issues, and about raising tho
standord of teating.

“Funding is a big one. . .He's
givngn us more moncy than any

exciting to be in that p

Clinton told tho clementary
school principals that districta in
a number of the country’s top

P p And the fact
that he wanted to address us ag
school principals meant we must
have been somewhat important.”

for p I

tho Higher Education Act, being,
reconsidered by Congress; henlth-:
care legistation for children; an
federal education funding for ele:
mentary and secondary schools. -

Tho principals group capped;:
off the July 25 meoting by pre-;-
senting Clinton an ongraved:!
bell, said Hill, president-clect of!
the Michigan Elementary and:¢
Middle School Principal's Associ-::
ation and former principal at-;
Farmington's Forest Elementary:’
School. .

AGENDAS

Farmington
City Council
City hall, 474-8500
8 p.m. Monday, Aug. 4
Agenda jtems include:

columns for the Historical Muse-
um.

@ City manager roport on
Farmington Road mai

Farmington
Downtown Devclopment
. Authority

ngreement.
W Consid

@ Prosentation by J if
Hoemke, Miss Farmington 1897-
98.

posal of can-
coled principal and interest bond

3d it

W Considor professional sor-
vice agreements for sito assess-
ments rolated to tho under-
ground storage tonk removal

project.
o Consider purchase of replica

coupons.
C ment to

[ ]
Dovmi town Development Author-
ty.

8 Adopt ordinance amending
city’s retirement ordinance,

City Hall, 473-
7276; 474.5500
8 am. Tuesday, Aug. 5

Agenda items include:

M Update on Central Business
District planning by Grissim &
Associntes.

B Update on storefront
planters-city property.

MR. DARWIN,

* WE ARE PLEASED TO INFORM YOU

f/hat gour car is reacly. .

Présenting the 1997 Jaguar XJ6:
* Bquipped with « spicited 245hp engine,

;Af—fﬁﬁ"xm

A naw bresd of jagusr

B n.atl.dw hg:m!a.:y grace o_‘ a Jaguaz.
: Spr:\(ivzl of the fiﬂgil, indeed. e
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JAGUAR OF TROY
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Lzase THE
1997 XJ6
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1815 Mapleclawn Drive, Troy, MI (810) 643-6900
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