THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 1997

Tracing your family tree

This is the third article in a
series offering a step-by-step
guide for the amateur gencalo-
gist.

BY TRISH MICHALER
BPECIAL WRITER

Select a Record to Search

The fifth step is to sclcct a
record to scarch, Prior to begin-
ning your search in archives and
libraries, your research will be
more productive if you know
your options. There are two
major categories of genealogical
rocords, They are original
records and compiled records of
previous research.

An original record is an
nccount of a specific event, writ-
ten at or near the time the event
took place. For example, many
churches kept records of events
about their members. They
recorded births and denths,
along with dates fore religious
event such as christenings, bap-
tisms and weddings. Various
legs of governments have also
kept records of important cvents.
Original records can provide
invaluable information to the
rescarcher.

Some examples of original
records are vital records (birth,
marriage and death). Most
states began keeping them
around 1900. You may begin
your research process, on the
ancestor you have chosen, at a
state office of vital statistics.
For carlier records, especially
marriage records, the clerk’s
office at the county courthouse
may be the casicst source.

Current addreascs nnd fees
for obtaining a copy of vital
records from cach state are
given in a booklet “Where to
Write for Vital Records:
Births, Deaths, Marriages,

Cerebral Palsy grant awarded

United Cerebral Palsy Associ-
atian of Metropolitan Detroit
(UCP/Detroit), received a
$433,011 grant from United Way
for its Turn Obstacles into
Opportunities program for peo-
ple with disabilitics.

‘The grant was announced by
Elmer Cerano, exccutive director
of UCP/Detroit, and Al Lucarelli,
chair of United Way Community
Services' Fund Distribution
Committee.

and Divorces” (Hyattsville,
Md.: U.S. Department of
Health ond Human Services,
Aug. 1087, Publication No.
{PHS] 87-1142).

Your local library may
have this booklet, or you may
purchase it by writing to the
Suporintondent of Docu-
ments, U.S. Governmont
Printing Office, Washington,
D.C. 20402,

1f vital records are unavailoble
far the time and region you are
researching, a church your
ancestor may have attended
might bave records of christon-

sex, age, country or state of *
birth, and occupation. Prier to
that, only the head of the house-
hold was listed, Census recards
are especially helpful in deter-
mining where your ancestora
lived, « -

The federnl census is available
to the public through 1920.
Right-of-privacy laws preclude
diaclosures after that date,
Many public, historical and
genealogical librarica have
copica of the census records, and
these may be accessed on-line,
for those who have Internet link-
ages. The Mormon Church also

ings, baptisms, confir
marriages or burials. If you
known an ancestor's religious
and where he lived, you may
write or visit the chureh in that
aven.

Another helpful original record
is cometery recordd. From time
to time in your rescarch, a
cemetery might provide names
and dates unavailoble anywhere
clse.

Often, family membera are
buried near each other so head-
stones or cemetery records will
often enrry the names of family
members, The cpitaphs can
somelimes be helpful in cstab-
lishing relationships between
ancestors,

Other original records are cen-
suy, military, probate and immi-
gration records.

Census records reside at the
National Archives in Washing-
ton, D.C., and throughout the
country in regional archives.
Call your local library to find the
nearest to you,

The U.S. government has
taken a census every 10 years
since 1790, Since 1860, consus
records have listed every mem-
ber of the household, along with

UCP/Detroit's programs are
intended to works to help people
with disabilities live indepen-
dently and to promote opportu-
nitics to make their own deci-
sions and be included in regular
sacial activitics.

Through its collective fund-
raising, United Way supports
many charitable and community
service groups. Its Co ity

has a plete set of the census
records availnble on microfilm
through its Family History Cen-

T,

The names of individuals who
served in the military or who
were eligible for military service
appear in military records.

For copics of most records
of service through Junc 30,
1917, write and roquest
NATF Form 80 from tho Gen-
cral Service Branch (NNRG-
P), National Archives and
Records Administration, 7th
and Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20408, For
copics after Junc 30, 1917,
write and request NA Form
13043 from the National Per-
sonancl Records Center
(MPR), 8700 Page Blvd,, St.
Louis 63132,

This guide was prepared for
The Eccentric by West Bloomficld
resident Trish Michalck, dircctor
of public affairs for the Bloom-
field Hills Stakc of the Mormon
Church. The Family History
Center, a genealogical-rescarch
library, is on the church grounds
at 425 N. Woodward, Bloomfield
Hilts, and is open to the public.

“Phese allocations are possible
because the people of this com-
munity carc about their friends
oand neighbors in need, They
generously gave $58.2 million to
the Torch Drive to support the
essentinl services provided by
agencies like United Cercbral
Palsy of Mctropolitan Detroit,”
said United Way Community
Services President and CEO Vir-

Services arm works to meet
human service needs in the area.

gil H. Carr,

“Hang on to your
modem, we're
putting your
1987 Chevy on the
World Wide Web.

So you don‘t have a 1987 Chevy. How about your car, o bike, or the stuff
that's been hanging out in the attic for more years than you'd care to admit?

We'll put whatever you've found on the internet in a hot new spot called
#AD VILLAGE”—the first place where you can place an ad on the World
Wide Web where it'll be seen by not hundreds, or thousands, but mitfions of
people! If you're thinking: “This is going to cost a bundle,” think again. It's

reasonable. Economical. Affordable. Cheap.

And believe us when we say that getting this done is a heckuva lot easier

than cleaning the attic.
Ali you do is call:

1-800-579-SELL

Or e-mail your ad to
welcome@advillage.com

Or FAX your ad to 313-953-2232.

1t's your call.
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Antiques Market

M. BRUSHER
5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan

(Exit #175, off 1-94, then South)
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©. HOFFMAM, DELAWARE, OH.
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FUTURE  Soplembor 20 & 21, Saturday & Sunday, 8am - 4pm; Octabor 18, Sunday 8am - 4pm;

SHOWS: Novembor 2, Sunday 6am - 4pm. For further Information call (313) 6622453,
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