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Lotsa pasta: Cafe Venezia owner
Italian cuisine where the sauce i

STAFY IPHOTO BY HRYAN MITCHELL

Tom Timmons takes pride in his establishment's
s everything. Cafe Venezia on the southeast cor-

ner of Middlebelt and 11 Mile roads was formerty Cafe Oliverio.

Oil spill

creates

traffic headache

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

A “mess” of an accident is how
Farmington Public Safety Detec-
tive Scott Herrmann described a

i ‘It was a mess, '

Scott Herrmann

bizarre, two-vehicle collision that
occurred about 3:25 p.m. Mon-
day at Nine Mile-Farmi

—Farmington police

s 1nd Bifoeth

roads.

Spilling out into the intersce-
tion were some 40 gallons of
used motor oil - being carried in
open buckets in the flat bed of 2

ARer the collision, most of the
10 five-gallon buckets of motor
oil, being takon to a nearby
Department of Public Services
building, dumped out onto the

17-year-old Farmington Hills
man's pick-up truck. '

“The oil, combined with the
rain, caused some pretty bad
(traffic) problems,” Herrmann
aaid. “There were slippery condi-
tions and a lot of oil draining
into the sewer system.”

The injury accident bottlo-
necked traffic — first to enable
police and emergency personnel
to attend to a 38-year-old West-
land woman who sustanined
minor cuta and bruises; and then
because of extensive clean-up
cfforts that continued until
about 7 p.m.

“It was a mess,” lamented Her-
rmann. “It was probably the one
vehicle in the entire metropoli-
tan Detroit area (with) open con-
tainers of motor oil.”

According to Herrmann, the
accident occurred after the driv-
er of a 1993 Cadillac Eldorado,
hended eastbound on Nine Mile,

failed to yield to the oncoming -

pick-up truck upon turning
north onto Farmington Road.
The driver, a 50-year-old Red-
ford resident, was uninjured.
She was ticketed for failure to
yicld, Her possenger, the West-
land womaon, was extracted from
the Cadillac with The Jaws of
Life and transported to Botsford
Hospital with o small cut on her
head and an injured leg. Her-
rmann said her injuries were not

Hills police

The oil was from “home oil
changes,” said Herrmann,
adding that the 17-year-old
truck driver was taking it to the
DPS building thinking oil was
being accepted for récycling pur-
posea. “Which they are not,” he
added.

Herrmann said the Forming-
ton Hills man faces misde-
meanor charges of driving a
vehicle carrying open oil contain-
ers, If convicted, he likely would
have to repay extensive clean-up
costs.

An onvironmental company,
Marine Pollution Control of
Detroit, waa called upon to clean
up the accident site before too
much of the oil sceped down into
drains nnd sewers in the inter-
section. Herrmann eaid about 95
pereent of the spilled oil was suc-
ceasfully absorbed. .

That’s italian

Venezia maintains Old World flavor:

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

Criteria for the
quintessentinl Now
York-style Italian
restaurant varies
among CORROiB-
seurs,

At Caofe Venozin
on Middlebelt and
11 Mile, the checks
for authenticity are
only exceeded by those red and
white ones on the table cloths.

A head waiter grinding pepper
at individun! tables. Check.

Screnading music varying from
jnzz to Frank Sinatra. Check,
Curtains on the windows. Check.
A piece of artwork behind the
cash register depicting New
York's Little Italy. Check,

“[ think this is whot makes pco-
ple think of an Itnlian restau-
rant,” snid Owner Tom Timmons,
running his finger undernenth the
word “trattoria” on the monu.
“When they see this word, they
think of a mom and pop type of
place where the mother is in the
back rolling up meatballs or
rolling dough and the father is out

in the front to greet you.”

Sauce ia everything in an Ital-
ijan restaurant, Timmona said,

All sguces are sauteed and fin-
ished to order at Cafo Venezin.
Only fresh tomatoes — no purces
or paste — and virgin olivo ol are
used. Even marinara sauces are
cocked halfway and then finished
to order under o hot flame.

Cafe Vonezia'a pedigree as an
Itnlian eatery might have been
under scrutiny. After all, Tim-
mons’ partner, Artio Oliverio, left
and took his moniker (Cafe Olive-
rio) with him carlier this year,

Longtime chef Vinco Young and
sous (assistant) chef Gordon Hor-
ton remoin. So, too, does head
waiter Steve Stearn, still taking
:n'dl.-rs and providing the wina

iat.

“A lot of places have their mari-
narag on a ateam teble; That
ruins the whole culturc of a mari-
nara,” said Young, who has been o
chef for 12 years.

“Consistency is very important
in terms of the quality,” Timmons
added. “We don't allow any dovin-
tion.”

The Farmington Hills resident
deviated from the corporate

course path to restaurateur, :
He worked as a buyer of inte-
grated circuits nt IBM for oight
years. In 1980, Timmons opened.
the Pencock Cafe and Grill. The
place became Cafo Qliverio in:
1895, [
“I'm not a politician,” said Tim-,
mona about corporate life, "If.
you'ro not @ politician, your skill®
can only take you so far. I nceded:
ta be my own bosa.” D
Actually, Timmons said cus-
tomers arc his supervisors. As.a’
result, his time sheet extends:
beyend the 40-hour work week.
Sixty hours and mere are not.
uncommen, Timmons said. :
“In the food service business,?
there is a fino line between suc-;
cess and failure,” said Timmons,«
who earned a business degree atl
Michignn State University. “You!
have to keep a pulse on your busi-;
ness every doy. B
“You have to make sure you're.
here to listen, You have to moke:
sure you'ro here to take care of’
the little details, like picking:
something off of the fleor.” =
Timmons peers around the cor-
ner to maka sure someono is nbL.
waiting to be seated. s

off

throughout the store:

To help in the ct p, man-
hole cavers ulso were protected.

Farmington Hills Police nasist-
ed with traffic control, Her-
rmann aaid.

‘The accident took place in the
vicinity of the DPS, where soil
alrcady was being tested for
traces of fuel, following the
recent removal of three under-
ground storage fuel tanks, But
Herrmann snid the fuel spillage
from the accident would not
affect those testa,

zero in on

armed robbery suspect

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

A 27-year-old Onk Park man
arrested for fleeing and eluding
police is also a suspect in a rash
of armed robberics, including
two in Farmington Hills,

An olderly couplo and a
woman on her lunch break were
held up at gunpoint while in or
near their vehicles in Farming-
ton Hills.

“Ho is n suspect in both thoso
cases,” snid Chuck Nebus, Hills
polico commander. Similar
armed robberies have been
reported in Bloomficld Township
and Oak Park.

A polico line up was to take
placo Wednesday efternoon in
Ookland County jail where the
man ia being held on $25,000
cash bond, On Monday, he was
arraigned on charges for flecing
Onk Park police Saturday.

Farmington Hills polico dotee-
tives dovelopod leads from 8
vohicle deacription and a partial
plato provided in one of the hold
upa and notified Qnk .Pnrk
polico. Ozk Park police tried to
stop tbe 1993 Pontinc Grand

Prix after it crossed scvernl
lanes of traffic without signaling.

The driver refused to puli over
oand o chase ensued on west-
bound Nine Mile and south-
bound Southfield Frecway ser-
vico drivo beforo being discontin-
ued, Detroit police later arrested
the driver without incident at a
party store on the southeast cor-
ner of Livernois and Puritan.

On Aug. 2, a couple — o man,
84, and wife, 83 — were held-up
for $130 cash in tho parking lot
outside the Hallmark store on
Middlcbelt and 11 Milo Read. A
32-ycar-old Rosoville woman was

Men's mock top by Slgnore.

or black, Imported. Sizes M-X
In Men's. Reg. $65, sale $49,

by a famous American dosign
includes 4 dinner plates,

also robbed at gunpoint in a
parking lot on Northwestorn
Highway and Middlebelt near
g)nklnnd Commerco Bank Aug.

A gunman also robbed two
women, ono from Farmington
Hills, in a parking lot on Telo-
graph and Square Lake roads in
Bloomfiold Township, Tho rob-
ber took off in a tesl Grand Am,
reports aaid.

In all three cases, the

nasailant was described as a
thinly-built black male 26-30
yoars old and 6-feet in hoight.

piates,
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4 cups and 4 saucors. Also,
25% off sorving ploces.
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