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Developer, neighbors make peace

Farmin,

Oaks, a new 3

By LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

A Formington Hills homeowners
group and a developer aro using a piece
of open land to make their peace.

The city and Phoenix Land Develap-
ment have agreed to enter a consent
judgment after a deal was worked out
with Woodereek Homeowners Associn-

n Hills officials stepped out of the
et a developer and a neighboring
L. homeowners group work out a solution,
instead of goin;i to court. It allows Hickory, .
7-lot subdivision, to be built.

tion over the 37-lot Hickory Oaks
dovelopment, avoiding further court
action,

The settloment centers around eight
acres initially designated as an open
gpace aren required by city ordinance,
By ontering a consent judgment, and
letting both sidcs negotiate directly,
the city waived the open spaco stipula.

tion.

Instend; open space will be incorpo-
rated into the individual lots to moke
them larger - more than an acre in
mome cases. That will achieve the main

- objective of the homeowners associn-

tien, which was that the new develop-
ment mirror the character of those in
the adjoining Woodcreck Hille and
Woodcreek Farms aubdivisions.

The proposed agreement also calls
for extended preservation of trees up to
30 feet from tho lot linea.

“From my perspective, it worked out
great for both parties ~ happy ending,”
said Schaefer, who ia involved in six

Her

crowning
moment

developments in the city.

Said Woodcreek spokesman Hank
Murawski: “It was a compromise. We
would have preferred fewer lots and
larger ones, but on the average I thi
we did pretty well."

The key was the city ogreeing to let
both sides negotinte, Schacfer said.

But that only came about after the
city first made sure the development
met zoning ordinance in terms of densi-
ty, width and arca of lots, said Dale
C Hilla Planning/C i
Development director.

*It {consent judgment) is prudent

Plense sco PEACE, A4

Toddler
nearing
road is

rescued

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

A pair of Independence Green Apart-
ments employees were guardian angels
to a 18-month-eld toddler, who they
rescued after the little girl nearly wan-
dered out into afterncon traffic on
Grand River near Middlebelt Thura-
doy.

Stassa Warren and Wendy Conway

_ Employment were on Grand River looking for a
Home & Service Guide K3 place to buy chairs for the apartment
" Index clubhouse when one of them spotted

. Reul Estate __
_ _Rentals
®_Health & Fitn

Kenbrook

parents
want more

Prlde and pageantry: North Farming-

o YR

P10TOS BY BALL 11ANSEN.

the child walking towards Grand River

.- off Whaaler arcund 2 p.m.

“1 said, ‘Oh my gosh, there's a baby
there all by herself; We got to go over
there,” said Conway to Warren, who
was driving, “We cut across three lnnes
of Grand River and went around the
block.

“She was about to walk into Grand
River.”

Another motorist stopped and asked
Warren and Conway if either one of
them wae the parent. The pair took
the child to Farmington police.

The toddler was then turned over-to
Farmington Hills police who were con-
tacted by the child's parents,

‘A 14-year-old sister was supposed to
be watching the child, when the toddler
cscaped through o screen door and
walked approximately 100 yards from
the family’s home, Hills police said.

“One of the kids was aupposed to be
watching the little tyke while the mom
was caring for her 2-month-old,” said

ton High School senior Lauren

Richard Murphy, Hills police nssistant

BY TIM SMTH
STAFF WISTER

chief. “The kid went to get a doughnut
for a minute and, as soon as you know

Bringing in o part-time paraprofessionat
to help teachers deal with the burden of
overcrowded fourth-grade clossrooms at
Kenbrook Elementary School is an unsatis-
factory solution to some parents.

Fleming shared her big day at the
school’s Homecoming gstiuities Sai-
urday, Sept, 20. At lOf, she’s walked
across the field at halftime of the
foalballdgame by her father, Peter.
Above, dad chokes with pride as
she’s about to be crowned. At left,

it, dad comes home and wants to know
where the child is.

“They (the parents) were pretty
shook up; The dad is going te secure
the screen doar.”

Police will file a report with Children

But the decision for a paraprofessional to Protective Services — as required - to

divide 10 hours of her time between three
classrooms apparently will stand, said Don-
ald Cowan, the district’s executive dircctor
of K-12 instruction and student services,

“This is the firat time the district has
ever given parapro time for above the first
grade,” Cowan said Inst week. “And we're
going to be loging two more kids” who now
help comprige fourth grade classrooms with
enrollment of 30, 29 and 29 students. The
.desired number per clansrcom is 26 or
-lower.

“Obviously, parents are going to negoti-
‘ate for ns much as they can get,” Cowan
“ndded. “My fecling is the district has been
more than reasonable.”

Parents, led by Barbara and Jack
Guthirie, want one full-time parapro hired
to awsist in the classrooms, because they
don't think teachers can provide full atten-
tion to 30 children at once. The district’s
‘decision to hire n 10-hour assistant fol-
lowed a meeting with parents, Cowan and
Principal Peggy McKinloy.

But althaugh they want a full-timer on
board, Guthrie, in a telophone intorview,

_.snid parents would probably settle for any

“It secimed to me that over

additional parapro time.
In the Guthries’ Sept. 22 letter to McKin-
loy, also sent to Cowan and S lent

Lauren shares her excitement with
friends, For more on the homecom-
ing festivities, please see Page A2.

.

doecument the incident, Murphy said.
It's uncertain whether charges will be
filed.

Plcase sce YODDLER, A4

Hills recycling chief spreads word on trash

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER
When comes to recycling, some peo-
ple tend to say: bin there, dono that.
New Farmington Hills specinl pro-
jects coordinator Haven King wants to
lift the lid for enthusiasm on tho need
for conservation. King was hired in

August and roplaces Knren Birkholz,.

who is working in the city manager'a

office.

As special projecta coordinatar, King
oversees recycling programs for Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills.

“It’s becanie old hat to some people,”
said King, who previously worked for
tho city of Onk Park. “Thoy have their
bins and they throw a few things in
there, but it's not presning on their
minds.”

Roughly 70-75 percent of garbage col-
lected ends up in landfills. The other
25 percent is either composted or recy-
cled, King said.

City folks would like to see that rise
to at least 30 percent, King said

The plan to rekindle enthusinsm for
recyeling is simple: Give residents
something to talk about.

A video demonstrating how to mulch

Jeaves instead of raking them is in the
works. Updates are also planned for
the city's newsletter Farmington Hills
Focus.

King wants to spenk to residents,
too. She and Hills City Manager Danicl
Hobbs recently tackled recycling at a
Farmington Optimist Club meeting.

Please scc RECYCLER, Ad

Clty wins award
Tho city of Farmington won an award during the

99th Annunl Convention of the Michigan Municipal

Lengue, held Sept. 22-26 in Muskegon.
The it i i

cfforts by

Bob Maxfield, they wrote:

ol

local gi te to meet the
of community leadership and provide now or

sup-

port wag for at least one full-time parapro-
fessional dedicated to tho fourth grade.
“Your letter of Septamber 17th, wherein you
“indicato that the (diatrict) supports ‘up to
. *10 hours per woek,’ or three hours por
_claesroom per week, na sufficient volicf, is

3

- far off the mark.”
Anothor letter with the same messago

GRS P R

Picnso aco KEHBRlUOK, A3
L] 4

P d public services,

Farmington took honorable mention in the catego-
ry for ities with a population from 10,001-
10-25,000, for crenting its Interactive Public Access
Internet Web Site in spring 1996.

Singing star '

/

Look out middle schools and high schools. Stacie
Guerresd, o fourth grader at William Grace Elesaen-
tary School, entertnined the sehool board arll ite

. FARMINGTON FOCUS

audionce ot tho beginning of Tuesdny’s meeting,
with a rendition of “Everything’s Coming Up Rosea.”
She belted tho show tune out with poise and confi-
dence, her voice easily heard above the song’s music
blasting out of n portable sterco. .

Stacie's performance of the same tune also helped
her win the Miss North American Scholarship
Pageant in New York City on July 4.

Afer the sang Tuesday, schoal board President
Linda Enberg made a prediction: *I think the high
school musical directors are going to be tighting over
youl”

Join town talk

Got o question for the mayor? How about the
school board president or the Farmington Hills
police chief? .

Join in person or call in your questions from 10
u.m. to noon Thursday during the Town Meeting
hosted by Farmington Observer Editor Dave Varga
and WXYT-AM Radio's Jimmy Barrett Thursday at
Ginopolia on the Grill on Middlebelt in Farmington
Hills,

Guesta will be’school board President Linda
Enberg, Farmington Hille palice Chief William
Dwyer, Furmingten 1ills Mayor Aldo Vegnozzi and
Farmingten Mayor JoAnne McShane. Visitors are
welcome to nsk questions or telephone them in by
“calling 248-659-1270.

i




