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._Lég*islators seeking “TaXpayers 2ot slight millage decroase
-school test changes .
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State lawmakers want educa-
tors to shorten the high school
proficiency tests and offer them
during the senior yoar.

They also want to junk the
unpopular “proficient,” *novice™
and “not yot novice" ratings and
substitute a system of four rank-

for onc ndditional chance to take
the tests,” he aaid, adding that
one-third of students ro-test,

The bill will ask the Depart-
mant of Education to “provide
moro specific feedback to stu-
dents, parents and the schools to
be used in improving the stu-
dents' performance.”

Teats are administered in
math: ics, science, reading

ings — threc and one
failing.

The ratings would appear on a
student’s official tronacript but
not on the diplomo, under a bill
being drafted in a House Educa-
tion subcommittee in Lansing.

“The High School Proficient
Tests have had unintended con-

. sequences,” said Rep. Rose Boga-

rdus, D-Davison, “We see chil-
dren not taking foreign lan-

" guages or the arts.”
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The reason, she said, is that
giving the tests in 11th grade, as
currently done, pushes school
districts to offer test subjects
such as government in 10th
grade, “Thoy'll have to have all
this in the 10th grade,” added
Rep. Clyde LeTarte, R-Jackson.
“We're forcing material bock in
the currieulum,”

On a split 5-2 vate, the panel
amended its draft bill to require
the state Department of Educa-
tion to administer the tests in
the first semester of 12th grade.
The tests then will determine
what students have learned by
the end of the 11th grade instead
of the end of the 10th.

The subcommittee met Sept.
25 and is scheduled to mect
again at noon Oct. 1 on the
fourth floor of the State Capitol
in Lansing,

' Paul Bielawski, aupervisor of
curriculum development for the

. Department of Education, said

11th grade was chosen for test-
ing because 10th grade is “the
lnst time we have all the kids
together. The tests are focused
on all kids,” he told the panel.

- “We don’t have all kids taking
. chemistry, biology and physics.

So we test for health science, not

, biology.

."“We test for algebraic content,

. hut not binominl equations, All

kids take civics, but many don't
tnke cconomics, and some dis-
tricts don’t cven offer it,”
Bielawski said.

“My prefercnce is to do it
(adminiater tests) on the last day
of the senior year,” said LeTarte,
a former community college
president.

, dim Ballard, of the Michigan
High School Principals Associa-
tion, said the test shouldn’t be
offered too late in the 12th
grade, “There’s a general fecling

and writing. A social studies test
is to be added later.

Subcammittee members gener-
ally agreed tho tests should be
adminiatercd in less than 11
hours, a aubject of much com-
plaint during last summer’s
hearings. But they didn't st a
number in their draft bill.

Meanwhile, the State Board of
Education vated 7:0 recently to
shorten testing time by 46 min-
utes by climinnting part 2 of the
writing test,

Other key points approved by
the subcommittee:

H The department should use
only Michigan educators for scor-
ing “open-ended questions” and
the writing component. -

[} Thg depnnmgpt ahuuld‘rw‘

sive professional development
plan for educators in under-
stnnding core academic content
standards.

W Schools should give re-takes
in the same academic year.

B The department should
develop a correlation between
the MEAP (asacasment tests
given to fifth and eighth graders)
and the high school proficiency
tests,

Here is the department's
description of what a “proficient”
student should know about sci-
ence by the end of 10th grade:

“A student who scores within
the proficient range in science
demonstrates the ability to use,
construct and reflect on scientific
knowledge. The student:

W "Demonstrates knowledge of
earth and space science, life sci-
ence and physical science.

M “Uses his or her knowledge
to describe and explain real
world abjects, systems, or events;
and to predict future events or
observations.

W “Develops solutions to prob-
lems by interpreting text,
graphs, tables, pictures or other
representations of scientific
knowledge.

® “Is able to ‘step back’ and
analyze or reflect upen his/her
own knowledge using either the-
oretical or empirically based
arguments and describe the limi-
tations of his/her own knowledge
and scientific knowledge in gen-
eral.”

Hearings to air criteria
for college admissions

. State Capito!l capsules:

Appointments
. - Gov.. John Engler has appoint-

1. Dr. Leon Herschfus, n South-
ficld dentist, to.the Board of
.Podiatric Medicine and Surgery,

man of Canton, and Michelle
McManus of Leelenau.

In addition, Jaye is sponsoring
a ballot proposal similar to Cali-
fornia Proposition 209, which
voters in 1998 approved to end
affirmative action.

Meanwhile, Whyman branded

N tat

which provides for the |
.und examination of podiatrists
pnd podiatrie surgeons. His term
“puns until June 30, 2001.
. .George Wollf, Ph.D., of Farm-
_ington Hills, to the stato Envi-
ronmental Scionce Board; which
gdvises the governor and depart-
.;onts on natural resources
issues, He is principal scientiat
with the General Motors Public
Policy Center. His term expires
Aug. 6, 2000.

- 'Dick Gabrys, of Bloomfleld
Hills, to the State Board of
A s

ns “i o” ] of
incoming U-M President Lee
Bollinger that he will end the
practice of preferential admis-
sion status to minoritiea,
“Bollinger has indicated that
he wishes to increase the admis-
siong ataff at U-M in order to
give ‘personal attention to each
candidate rather than relying on
formulas.’ Bollinger is trying to
keep minority references in place
without leaving a paper trail. . .
He wanta to discriminate on a
peLraonul. one-to-one basis,” said

repr pro-
fossionala, Gabrys is vice chair of
Deloitte & Touche LLP. His term
expires June 30, 2001,

Preference hearing

. Four Republican state repre-
scntatives will taken public com-
mont Monday in their prabe of
preferential treatment of student
applicants at the University of
Michigan.

*“Thia public hearing is intend-
cd to nllow individunls who have
begn damaged by preferential
troatmont policies at UM or
elsewhere a chanca to speak out
in public,” said the leader, Rep.
David Jaye of Macomb County.

The hearing is scheduled for 8-
8.p.m. in the Shelby Township
Hall, 62700 Van Dyke, just south
of 24 Mile Road in Macomb
County.

. Joining Jayo in planning a fed-
eral civil righta suit against U-M
are Reops. CGrog Kaza of

| *Hochestor Hilla, Doborah Why-

College hearings

The House Higher Education
Committeo will conduct hearings
on college-related issucs Monday
in Detroit and Oct. 3 at the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Flint.

Rep. Deborah Cherry, D-Bur-
ton, said the focus will be fami-
lies who have purchased tuition
guarantee contracta from the
Michigan Edueation Trust
(MET).

The ponael also will look at fed-
oral and state policies on the

impact of welfare reform on col-

lege attendance.

Monday’s hearing will run
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in rooma B
and € of the Wayne State Uni-
versity MeGregor Memorial Con-
ference Conter, 486 W, Forry
Mall. _ -

The Oct. 3 hearing will bo in
rooms A and B of the Harding-
Mott University Conter, UM-
Flint, 303 E. Kearsloy.
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Homeowners might be able to
got pizza with their tax savings
under the Oakland County bud-
get approved for 1888,

But theyll have to settle for a
slice, rather than a whole pizza.

The owner of a $200,000 home,
for example, will realize about
$3 o year under the $554 million
budget approved Thuraday by
the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners.

The savings will result as tho
county's Millage Reduction and

over four,

While some commissionecra
wanted the higher tax cut, all
but one commisaioner — John
Garfield, R-Rochestor Hills —
voted for the budget with the $3
tax cut. .

Those commissioners agreed
with county exccutive L. Brooks
P, whoso office p: d
the budget, that tho larger cut
now might necessitate raising
taxes in a year or two if the
economy took a severe down
turn.

Qakland is currently in excel-
lent fi ial shaj di

Stabilization Fund is eliminated
over the next four years.

he owner of the same
$200,000 home would have real
ized $12 a year if the $4.3 mil-
lion fund had been climinated in
ong year instead of spread out

pe,
Robert J. Daddow, who aa diree-
tor of management and budget is
the main architect of the 1998
budget,

But thore could be difficulty,
Daddow insiated, if problems
like jail overcrowding required

w—

Medicare Blue.

Attention
Medicare Beneficiaries
Introducing Medicare Blue. . .

E ‘We'd rather give a
small reduction, so we
don't have to have a
tax hike if things get
tight.’

Robert J. Daddow

—director of management and

budget

an influx of cash, *We'd rother
give a small reduction, so we
don't have to have a tax hike if
things get tight,” he said.
Commissioner Sue Ann Dou-
glas, R-Rochester and chair of
the county board's finance com-
mittee, said tho new budget —
like previous budgets — repre-
sents compromise. “We held
hours of hearings,” sha said.

a new alternative to
Medicare coverage.

Medicare Blue offers you:

v No premium for basic coverage; premium of only $30 per month for
basic coverage plus prescription, vision and hearing benefits

VA growing network with thousands of doctors and 39 hospitals right in
the community

v Travel benefits for up to six months

Medicare Blue — more benefits than Medicare or
supplemental coverage combined!

Blue Care Network, the HMO affiliate of Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Michigan, has a new health care plan for Medicare eligibles —

Medicare Blue combines your Medicare and supplemental coverage
into one complete plan. You lose no coverage and gain many extra
advantages such as preventive care, physicals and immunizations.

Sound interesting?
For more details, cail

1-888-333-3129
extension 600

or mail the form below to request more information

o o o 0y

] X Please malil this form to:

1 Blue Ca wo. Blue Care Network — Medicare Blue

I Medicare Blue 25928 Telegraph Rd. ~ P.O. Box 5184
1 Southfield, Ml 48086-8184

1 Yes, I would like more information about Medlcare Blue.
1

} Name

: Address

: Clty State P

! Fhone 600
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Blue Care Network

AL DU

‘Medicare Blue.

To becoma &

Madicare Blua momber, you must continua ¢ pay your Madicare Part D premium, and Iive in
Wayno, Caxtand, Macomb or Washtenaw counties. You rust receive your cars from & Modicare Blue providar,

“There was considerable discus-
gion, but in the end we wore able
to agree.”

One who disagreed, however,
was Garfield. He was particular-
1y unhappy about Oakland alle-
cating gs million as the local
match for improvements for
ramps on I-75 for accesa to the
now Chrysler headquarters in
Auburn Hills.

Garfield found it incongruous
that Cakland officials would
allocato $3 million for the benefit
of Chrysler while quibbling
about o $3 tax cut for homeown-
ers.

“P'm ashamed of my fellow
Republicans,” he said during one
of the budget hearings.

Some of those colleagues, how-
ever, said the $3 million had
been promised in negotintions to
the puta maker

Medicare Blue
Educational
Seminars

Livonia
Wednesday, October 1
9:30 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 8

9:30 a.m.

at Bl Knapps
16995 S, Laurel
Park Drive

South Livonia
Wednesday, October 8
2:00 p.m.
at Bill Knapps
32955 Plymouth Rd.

Farmington Hills
Thursday, October 2
9:30 a.m.
at Blli Knapps
36650 Qrand River Ave,
Thursday, October 2
2:00 p.m.
at Bill Knapps
27925 Orchard Lake Rd.




