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OAKLAND JOURNAL

Qakland Journal is a roundup
of Oakland County news and
notes collected from government,
school, civic, community and
neighborhood sources. Please
write: Oakland Journal, cfo
Qakland County editor, Obscrver
& Eccentric Newspapers, 805 £,
Maple, Birmingham, M1 48009.
Qur fux number is (248) 644-

HEARTWALK COSPONSOR

Pasta To Go of Troy plans to
dish out 231 pounds of paata
salad to participants before nnd
ofter the sixth annual Metro
Detroit American HEART-
WALK. “It's our way of support-
ing the fight for prevention of
cardiovascular disenses and
strokes,” Pasta To Go president
Mark Gunn said in a prepared

statement. The dishes will con-
wist of low-fat ingredients for
health-conscious participants.
The HEARTWALK will be held
Oct. 4 at the Detroit Zoo. Regiy-
tration begina at 8:30 a.m. nnd
the walk starts at 9:30 a.m,
TEEN DRIVER FCRUM

To help parents and teen meet
the requirements of Michigan's
new gradunted licensing law,
AAA Michigan and local Stu-
dents Against Driving Drunk
will co-sponsor a Teen Driver
Forum at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oet. 7,
at the Village Inn, 35270 Wood-
ward, Birmingham. The forum
will include elements of AAA
Michigan’s step-by-step hand-
book and video titled: “Teaching
Your Teens to Drive.” As further
incentive, AAA Michigan will

OAKLAND DIGEST

QOakiand Digest provides a summary
of headline stories from around
the county during the week
teading up to Sept. 28,

BIRMINGHAM

Kevorkian patient healthy:

Natverlal H. Thakore, a patient

of Dr. Jack Kevorkian, died by

poisoning from an intravenous
injection in a Bloomfield Town-
ship hotel, but his bedy showed
no signs of a fatal illness, accord-
ing to Oakland County chiefl
medical examiner Dr. Ljubisa

Dragovic.

CLARKSTON

Benumont plans offices:

Eager to bring its doctors closer

to Clarkston residents, Beau-

mont Hospital hopes to build a

medical center acroas from Inde-

pendence Tawnship's new fire
hall.

FARMINGTON

Schools religion policy writ.

ten: Farmington's school board

gave a first reading of a new reli-
gion policy in the district. The
boord is expected to adopt the
policy, which would accommo-
date “frec excrcise of religious

beliefs” by individuals, Oct. 7.

LAKE ORION

Haunted village going up:

Merchants in downtown Lake

Orion plan to set up a haunted

village on Oct. 25. City council

members recently gave their
support for the projoct, agreeing - .-
to close down a street so organiz-
ers can erect a castle-like

entrance into the haunted vil-

lage.

OXFORD

Firefighter injured: A house fire

on East Romeo Road in Addison

Township destroyed the regi-

dence and sent one firefighter to

the hospital and two others were
injured from smoke inhalation.

No one was at home, and a
neighbor saved the owner's dog.
An argon investigation is being
conducted.

ROCHESTER

Sistor speaks ot trial: The
mother and sister of Monica
Nowas, the Rochester Hills
womnn accused of killing broth-
er-in-law Michael Hockenberry,
offered emotional testimony in
court Sept. 23. Nowos' sister,
Lydia, testified that Hockenber-
ry had long nbused her in their
marriage.

SOUTHFIELD

Subsidized housing list
opens: The Southficld Housing
Commission will open its waiting
list for subsidized rental housing
for the first time since 1992,
Houasing assistance is provided
under the federal Housing ond
Urban Development program,
which contributes 30 percent of
apartment or home rental fees.
Preference will be given to peo-
ple who work or live in South-
field,

TROY

All-hours fitness club com.
ing: Life Time Fitness, of Eden
Prairie, Minn., plans to build a
24-hour fitness facility at the
corner of Long Lake and Crooks
roads in Troy. The club, which
will include two swimming pools,

a-squash court and a climbing
wpll, shoyld reach completion by ..
-nioxt Sa[?\t.

WEST BLOOMFIELD
Virus source likely identi-
fied: The cole slaw at West
Bloomficld's Stage & Co. restau-
rant was identified Sept. 23 as
the likely source of the Hepatitis
A outbreak that affected 43 Oak-
land County residents, including
one man who dicd,
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Changes dilute ban
on riding in back
of pickup trucks

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

A bill to ban people from riding
in the beds of pickup trucks was
watered down by the House,
passed 67-37 and sent to an
uncertain fate in the Senate.

It was too much water for Rep.
Frank Fitzgerald, R-Grand
Ledge, who complained about
amendments to allow persons 16
and older, hunters and workers
to ride.

“There is one immutable law
we cannot change. Death is
death. From 1994 to 1996, we
suffered 19 deaths in pickups,”
said Fitzgerald, a safety.con-
acious lawmaker ambitious to
become attorney general. But he
voted yes.

"It .was just right for Rep.
Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farming-
ton Hille. “We made it o bill for
kids. There were valid excep-
tions,” snid the anti-rogulation
freshman lawmaker,

* Sponsor of the amendment to
excmpt persons 16 and older was
Rep. Eileon DeHart, D-Weat-
land, Challenged during debate
by members aver the cutoff age,
DoHart aaid, “If a police officer
has a question about whother
someone is 16 or 16, he doos
what he does in any other cosc.
He pulls them over.”

She ndded that victima tend to
bo the very young. “This amend-
ment is good for hunters.”

‘Moments later, the House
unanimously approved still
anothor amendment: peoplo on
search and rescue missions,

{The bill, by Rep. Doeborah
Cherry, D-Burton, was intro-
duced Feb. 11 and languished in

the House Transportation Com-
mittee until a late July accident
in rural Jackson County claimed
11 lives, cight of them children
riding in the bed of a pickup
truck.

The committes leaped into
action and reported out the bill
Sept. 23, the firat dny of the fall
seggion.

If adopted, it would apply $100
fines to violating drivera but not
passengers.

Rep. David Gubow, D-Hunt-
ington Woods, called the effort “n
baby step forward. A pickup is
not designed for passengers, and
an auto is. But the auto law
requires seat belts, and there ore
no scat belts in the cargo bed of 0
pickup,” he said. Gubow voted
yes anyway.

Rep. Don Gilmer, R-Augusta,
an apple grower in rural Kaln-
mazoo County, called the lnw
unnecessary. “Why are we

ing ta outlaw stupidity?
Last summer'’s tragedy invelved
1) an unlicensed driver who 2)
ran a stop sign and 3} had chil-
dren under 4 who were not belt-
ed in the cab. She 6) took all the
back roads (to avoid traffic),

“Migrant workera don't have
money for nice vana and station
wagons,” said Gilmer,

Rep. Rose Bogardus, D-Davi-
son, said: I walked my district
and knocked on several hundred
doors, capecially thoso with pick-
ups poarked there. There was
unanimous support for this bill,”
she enid,

*We've outlawed recreational
camping for a lot of people,” Raid
Rep. Alan Cropsey, R-DaWitt. ‘~\
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give o 10 percent discount on its
auto insurance for teens who
complete the program. The offer
is good for AAA Michigan policy-
holders only. SADD will asaist
with publicity, a safety exhibit
and a speaker for the event.
‘There is a 15 percent failure rate
in the state’s new mandatory
road test, AAA Michigan reporta.
MSU ALUMNI

‘The Michigan State Uni

more information, calt Merritta |
Proctor at (617) 373-2965.

FOOD, BHELTER FUNDS

United Way Community Ser-
vices will be accepting applica-
tions for Federal Emergency
Management Agency for phose
six of Emergency Food and Shel-
ter Program funding. Applica-
tions are due by Oct. 24. They
can be obtained by calling Laura
Sanders-Crenshaw at (313) 226-

Black Alumni Inc, will host ita
17th Annual Homecoming Cele-
bration Qct. 3-6 in Lansing. The
weekend will include the Home-
coming Parade and a Green &
White Party on Friday, a mem-
bership mecting, the MSU-Min-
nfota game and an alumni
dance on Saturday and a wor-
ship service on Sunday. For

I/ 40 leading
hospitals and
health centers
including:

- Beaumont .
- Botsford

- Chelsea
Community

- Genesys'

- Oakwood -

- Providence
- St. John '

- St. Joseph
Mercy Macomb

- U of M Medical
Center )

- And More...

contract. Anyone entitled to Medic

9417. United Way Community
Services has been designated to
distribute program funds. Arca
applicntiona will be reviewed by
the Wayne-Oakland-Macomb
Loca! Bonrd.

0OCC EVENTS

The Womencenter at Onkland
Community College’s Orchard
Ridge campus, 27055 Orchard

Lake Road in Farmlngton

Hills, will présent a workehop \

on women and anger from 10
a.m. to noon, Oct, 4 in Room 308
of the campus' J Building. Cyn-
thia Koppin, MA, LPC, will Iead
the interactive workshop, which
includes topics exploring the ori-
gins and consequences of anger,
why “just venting” doesn’t work
and communicating feelings
more effectively. For more infor-
mation, call (248) 471-7602.
CRAFT SHOW .

Crafters are needed for the Har-
vest Craft Show on Oct. 18 at
Willinm Tyndale College, 3670
W. 12 Mile ot Drake in Farm-
ington Hills. The show will run
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will
include a special Beanie Baby
rafMe for $1 n ticket and a raffle

Attention all
Medicare recipients:

for the Salvation Army Food,
Bank — two canned or boxed
food items will “buy*a raffte *
ticket for prizes of donated éraft
itoms. Admission is $1 and all
proceeds will go to local chari-
ties. For more informatian, call
(248) 476.8074.

NEW SIONS, BENCKES

More than 70 volunteers from
EDS will inetall signs and
benches, clear trails and pick up
trash ot Rose Oaks County Park
on Saturday, Oct. 4, for the fith
EDS Annuai Glabai Volunteer
Day. The park was purchased by
Qakland County in 1996. It has
692-acres with twa large and five
small lakes. The park is en Fish
Lake Road, north of Rose Center
Road in Rose Township.

40 leading hospitals and
health centers...

all near you in Oakland,
Macomb, Wayne, Genesee
and Washtenaw counties...

With 2,000 top doctors, and

you’ve never been closer to

the extra benefits & cost advantage
M-CARE Senior Plan provides over
your current Medicare coverage.

* No Medicare deductibles

© Prescription drug coverage

* Surgical care coverage

* Worldwide emergency coverage

® Virtually no paperwork

r

Find out more about one of our informational
meetings in your neighborhood. Call us today.

1(800)810-1699

Bill Knapp’s Re:

36650 Grand River

Farmington Hills

October 8- 9:30 AM
9:30 AM

October 22

Bakers Square Restaurant
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Birmingham

October 2-9:30 AM
Qctober 9-9:30 AM
October 16 - 9:30 AM
October 23 - 9:30 AM
October 30 - 9:30 AM
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Troy

Bakers Square Restaurant
26660 Greenfield Road
Oak Park

October 23 - 2:30 PM

M-CARE Senior Plan is 4 product of M-CARE, a Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) with a Medicare
e may apply¥, including those under age 65 entitled to Medicare on the
basis of Social Security Disability Benefits. *Must live in Macomb, Oakland, Wayne, Genesce or Washtenaw
countics, and not be receiving Medicare benefits for end-stage renal disease or hospice care (unless you are
a current M-CARE member or in an existing employer group).

2078 E. Big B
October 2 - 2:30 PM
October 16 - 9:30 AM

Bill Knapp's Restaurant
27925 Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills

October 8 - 9:30 AM
October 15 - 9:30 AM
October 22 - 9:30 AM
October 29 - 9:30 AM

The Care That’s Right
Where You Are.
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