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exhibit, *Images in Ivory,” last
spring’s show of mininture sculp-
tures from the Middle Ages ta
the Rennissance,

Schools and groups throughout
Michigan, the Midwest and
Canada have scheduled tours,
On o typical day, a8 many ax twe
dozen groups, ranging from 15 to
165, will visit the DIA, said
Susan Troin, group-tour sched-
ule coordinntor,

“Ancient Egypt has a lot of
appeal because there
mysteries,” she said. T
it answers a lot of questions.”

Like, for instance, who made
the pyramids.

For years, the popular belier
was that slaves were used te
build the pyramids during the

Dr . .

Ol! Ringdom Perind, 2700 B.C.-
200 B,

Aetaally, aceording to Gordon,
workers were hired inoastate-
subsidized program not too dif-

Yet when considering an carly
¢lay pot, minioture animal sculp.
tures ar the figurative monu-
ments to the pharaohs and
Egyptian nobility, it'a only natu.

ferent from the Depression Ern rol to draw mmpariuon m!.odny.
public works projects, And while Incvitably, upon viewing the
it was widely known that the  exhibit two questions come to

two-ton blocks thut composed

mind: How much different is

the pyramids were made off site . 'modern man from his carly
then Meated on the Nile to the  Egyption brethren? And, is there
R nuetun loeation, its goner- any credence to the notion of

the workers
nutit oF works

i
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“progress?”

Nut surprisingly, the junior
high students from Holy Family
had several compelling observa.
tiony,

“I think in some ways they
were more advanced,” said stu.
dent Ann Van Zone. “They were
the first ones to figure things out

that we still use teday,”

While student Mike Duzzitte
thinks the mummies were “renl
weird,” he said maybe things
haven't changed too much. “They
prohably died for the' same caus-
es that we do todny. In some
ways, our culture is getting
worae because of guns and peo-
ple fighting.”

Global culture

In a rush to write the answers
to a list of usxigned questions
about the exhibit, the students
crowded around each display. At
one point, the exhibit gallery
looked like a living room after o
slumber party: students sprend
along the floor writing their

Conversations ;.. ..o

answers on their study sheets.

“Before soeing the exhibit we
talked about what it would bo
like if someone was looking at
our civilization,” said Nancy
Ponitz, socinl studics teacher at
Holy Family. “What would thoy
think (in the far distant future)
if they picked up a pencil? an
cating utensil?”

For that matter, one can only
wonder what our far-distant
progeny would think if they
uncarthed a collection of mawk-
ish Disney figurines? Or an
instruction video on disco danc-
ing?

Through the study of artifacts,
Ponitz tenches, an understand-
ing of o way of life can be com-
prehended. One day in class, she

even droased in Egyption cloth. |§
ing with a pith helmot as she lec- |§
tured about the valuea and cus- |§
toms of the ancient land. ]

Apparently, the Holy Family B
studenta arc heeding the advice
of Georgoe Santayana. The Span- §
ish-born 20th-contury American §
phllnnophcr observed the neces-
sity to learn from the past. Ina §
century of unprecodented vio- I8
Ience and world wars, the nced §
to understand history ia nathing
less than a prerequisito for sur-
vival. .

“We're o global sacicty,” said
Ponitz. “We not only take in
ancient cultures but need to
absorb as many of today's cul-
turca as posaible.” g

is not spared the cffects of raciul
prejudice and stereotyping.”
wrote Rabinowitz in the Prefiuce
of the impressive catalog that
faccompanies the exhibit,

Caricature or bigotry
Curators Frank Felsenstein
and Sharon Liberman Mintz
divided the exhibit inte cight
sections: Jews as money lenders:
peddlers; boxers; con i
Lord George Gordon; Jews

the theater; pork; and, Jews as
ubject

lovers. Within the
areas, the major cavi
artists of the time sce
revel in creating o tastele:
pory of Jews based on pre
stereotypes.

While earicature relies upon
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aggerstion and wit, there's
1t humor in these prmw On
the contrary, #ll that remains is

Acinuanliss Lh.u is unset-
rn By today’s tabloid

are por-

While these subjects are dis-
turbing, there's a certain cathar.
sis by ruvenlipgl}l}el inl}nr?nl

of pr

suid gallery director Nelson,
“Some of these attitudes exist

*“To break

today,” she said.

money grubhing  stereotypes you have to expose
bulls on = Change alley, them and understand their ori-
lneation of l ondon’s stock  gina”
oschange. At the time, the num-
b sl hnekers allowed on In the future, Nelson might

hanpe was limited to 12,

Then ther s of prints
depicting the conversion of Jews
to Christianity, uad the bizaree
notion of Jews scerctly yearning
for park and Christian wemen,
including o tew drawings of lust-
tul rabhis
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OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Royal Oak Campus

explore a broader exhibit about
prejudices perpetuated on other
racial and ethnic groups. *All
ethnic groups hove had to strug-
gle for identity and their own
individuality,” she said.

For these cynical about the
influence of n mind set 200 years
ago, simply recatl that the Holo-
caust occurred o mere half-cen-
tury past, and radical supporters
of sn Aryan nation and Nazism
have not abated.

*The reason these prints have
preserved,” said Rabbi Bergman,
“is because they were drawn
with venom.”

Neil's ort is tightly focused, yet

tic.

Reconlly. there was to
be equally excited for bath of her
sons,

Gallery Birmingham owner
Richard Laney came to the
Swauab’s home ta discuss his
intention of exhibiting one of
Barbara's clients, While there,
Laney asked about the artist
who created many of the works
an the family room walls.

Borbara told them there were
actually two arfists, *

“Richard (Laney) thought they
were accomplizhed.” said Bar-
bara, “He felt their work was
ready to be exhi {e could-
n't believe they were just start-
ing art schoal.”

In a twist of fate, it was sud-
denly a case of 2 mother serving
as agent and promoter for her
sons. Weeks later, Adam’s intro-
spective ail paintings nnd mixed-
media collage hung nlongside
Nveil's highly realistie color-pen-
cil drawings.

Adnm's work is more emotion-
al with a looser composition.

presents

& look at the last hundred years ¢
retrospective served with giant portions «f
8:00 p.m.
Friday, October 3, 1997
In the Lila Jones-Johnson Tneatre
Tickets $10...general admission
ample parking

For more Information call

(248) 544-4903
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In art, just like in life, there
they were. Side by side. yin and
yung.

Quest for mdwndunhty

di and to *just
what I see.”

From Neil's point of view, he
and his brother are “very differ-
ent.” They've always worked in
different mediums and Adam’s
work has tended to be more

are com-
munplncr. among artists. Per-
haps the mystery is cven deeper
when considering the quest for
individuality between brothers
born on the same day with the
snme physical characteristics
and tendencies.

Seemingly Nip sides of the
same coin. But not quite.

They both agree that Adam is
more vocal while Noil is more
introverted. Being more gregari-
ous is part of the reason Adam
hax recently declared a major in
film, an inherently collnborative
art, He dreams of becoming the
next Tarantino or Gus Van Sant,
o Rhode Island School of Design
grad who directed “My Own Pri-
vate Idaho” and “To Die For.”

Mennwhile, Neil is content to
learn more about the different

nbalmct.
Neil des, he, |}

ton wuuld like to branch out,
Muyhe do some writing. And
study film making. Yang follow.
ing yin. Or is it yin following

yang?

“Well, maybe we're not too dif
ferent. Eventually we always |§
seem to do the same stuff.” And R
then, he pauscd as if compelled
to state the obvious, “We do have
the same genes.”

But the Swaab brothers are
not quite identical. Just take a
close look at their art.

Frank Provenzano is an arts
reporter for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. You can
call him at (248) 901-2557, or
send information to 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, 48009,

Benefit features Nadia Weinberg

Nndia Weinberg, formerly of

Weinberg will perform Ameri-

Bloomfield Hills, will perform 8 can songs, Broadway hits as well
p.m. at Music Hall on Tueadoy as Fronch, Isracli and Greek bal-
and Wednesdoy with the Cham-  lads. She hns performed in near-
ber Orchestra of Athens, ly 100 different venues around

Proceeds from the concert will  the world. In the U.S., Weinberg
support The Beoumont Founda- has sung at Carnegie Hall,
tion’s Children's Miracle Net- Avery Fisher Hall, and the
work in support of the Pediotric  Kennedy Center.

Cangcer Fund.

A silent auction will be held at Following her visit to Detroit,
6:45 p.m. And, an “After Glow” Weinberg is scheduled to per-
will be held immediately follow- form in Washington DC for the
ing the concert. Call (248) 375- president nnd sclect members of
1700 for ticket information, the U.S. Congress.
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An exhibition to benefit
the *Reach o Recovery”
progrom of the American
Carncer Socicly.
Functional &
Decorative Objects of At
in Glass, Clay,
Wood & Melal;
Jewelry & Wearable Ast
Join us for the
Opening Reception
Ocober 2, 1997
7-9pm
Exhibition Dotes:
October 2-31, 1997
Tue-fri 11-6
Sat 10-5

10 of ofl soles
for the month

i

810-731-8181
Extanded Salo Hours: Thurs, Pi

TonLIARD:
St
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Tablas, Air Hockoy, Foosball,
Jukobaxes and Mora...

EI LOWEST PRICES, |

CENTRAL
23622 5, Woodward
AT T /2 Mile, HIMLS. O 1698
248-542.8429
w 5-9, Fel. & Sat. 10-8, Sun. 10-4

tuesdays
Iresh roasted turkey dinner $7.50
pot roast dinner $7.50

Wednesdays
1 Ib. Alaskan Crab Legs $12.95 Jial
20 oz. N.. Strip $9.95

16 oz. prime rib dinner
$9.95

FRIDAYS
FISH -N- CHIPS 34.95
SHRIMP DASKET $4.95

PRIME RIB DINNER 160 $9.95,

SATURDAYS - 5.50 CONEYS
20 0Z, N.Y. STRIP £9.95
I LB. ALASKAN KING CRAB LEGS 512,95

5,50 Con

Sundays -
16 oz Draft Beer & 1/2 ib,
Black Ar;yux Burger

FOOD &

3t zin ken, m;undmwaru
32330 W. o MNE




