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West Bloomfield writer has.
2 children’s books pubhshed

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
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receiving 200
rejections, it
would have
been under-
standable if
Rhonda
Gowler
Greene had
given up on
her dream of
becoming a
published
children's
writer.

But then u letter came from
Simon & Schuster/ atheneum
accepting her book “Barnyard
Song.” Within the next nine
manths she sold two more books,

‘This fall “Barnyard Song™ and
“When a Line Bends ... A Shape
Begins” (Houghton Mifflin} are
being released. “Barnyard Song”
has been selected ag a “pick of
the list” by the American Book-
sellers for the foll, Publisher’s
Weekly hus catled “When a Line
Bends,” a “well-conceived, houn-
¢y and colorful primer.”

“I didn't give up,” snid Greene.,
“1 got letters from editors with
personal nates suying they liked
my stories and asking for revi-
sions. 1 did them but they still
didn’t take the book, but 1 was
encouraged.”

Greene became interested in
writing books for children when
her family moved to West Bloom-
fiold in 1983. She had received a
buchelor's degree in ¢l
and -achnul educntion nnd m.w-
ter's in eduentional medin,  She
worked ns an elementary and
chool teacher. But when the
family moved Greene wanted to
spend full time taking care ol
her two sons. A daughter and
another son followed.

Reading high quality picture
books to her children encouraged
her to try writing.

“Most_people don’t realize all
the hard work and waiting that
#o into getting a childeen’s baok
published,” said the West Bloom-
field resident. “1 kent out picture
bonk manuscripts for 3-1/2 yenrs

Greens

and received over two hundred
rejections before I made my fiest
sule in May 1995, That was
*Barnyard Song” which has now
been two years in the making.”

“Barnyard Song,” illusteated in
a sofl, humorous style by Robert
Bender, hus fun with barnyard
sounds, Greene tells the story
(for ages 3-6) of what huppens to
the familinr voices of the barn-
yard animals when they all get a
cold and how the farmer nurses
them back to health, The writing
is done in bright, funny rhymes
that develop o rich rhythm as
the story moves along, “When a
Line Bends ... A Shape Begins,”
in ilustrated by first-time chil-
dren's jllusteator James Kae
man. His bold, geometric style
imuginative others
md city cunc« p\-r

o' .
about lum lines ln-comu shapes,
The text {preschool to 3rd grade)
is often presented in the shape
discussed.

A sample from “When a Line
Bends™ “An oval’s like a cirele,
except it's not as stout. Two
sides go in to make it thin. Two
other sides go out, Oval is a tur-
te's shell, a way-up-high bal.
laon, a beetle and a jellybean,
the curved seoop of u spoon.”

Greene said she hasn't met

COVER ANT 1Y JASIES KACTIAS

cither of her illustrators, who
were selected by the publish
She said she didn't see the pie-
tures for the shape book until it
was published and it took hgr a
while to get used to them but
that she likes the results,

Greene, 1 member of the Sovi
ety of Children's Book Writers
and Nlustrators and a Rochester
children's bouk writing group, ix
now represented by the Curtis
Brown agency in New York and |
has another book scheduled for
release in fall 1999,

Greene is married to Gary
Greene, tax director for
Guardinn Industriex. They bave
ﬁ)ur chlldrun. Matt, 17; Aaron.

f; Lianna, 12; and Brad, 10, all
of\\ hom sttend West Bloamticld
schouls,

In a prepared release, G
sums up her writing, i
working with kids. 1 think it will
be fun sharing my books with
children and helping them
understand the process of how
books are made - from idea to
finished product.”

Greene will read and xign fer
and give a puppet
d on "Barnyard Song® at
Borders Books & Music, 30985
Orchard Lalke Roud Farmington
Fills, 11 aon. Saturday, Oct. 4.

¢~
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_ Call SOS Communications to order: 1-800-553-7717.

Official Woodward
Dream Cruise™ ‘97
Video Now

Available! |

Relive the sights and sounds of the
Woodward Dream Cruisem '97.
Experience the highlights of the activities

from

ferndale, Pleasant Ridge, Huntington Woods,

Berkley, Royal Oak, Birmingham and Pontiac!
Yours for only $28.83 plus postage and handling.

Tty [V

A portion of all praceeds benefits Woodword Dreom Cruise™, Inc.
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