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LaV1sh Aida’ never falters throu’gh Verdi’s score

BV HUGII GAI-M(‘IIER
STAFP WRITE!

“Aida” is noted for ita spectaclo
almoat as much as for Verdi's
mugnlﬁcunl music. Yet, the story

Aidu's fervent lover even as he s
nbaut to be named communder of
the Egyptian forces against her
homeland. The phuroal’s duugh-
ter, Amneris, is in love with
Rad and that Aidn

of *Aida” i a-love tri.
angle full of jealousy, accrecy
and unrequited feelings compli-
mlcd by the demands of patrio-
tism in a time of canflict,

The Mlchlgun Opera Theatre
production ia lavish, even cye-
popping at times, but not Ho
overwhelming that it drowns aut
that intimate stary and Verdi's
sonoraus, complex and breath-
taking music,

“Aidn” is set in ancient Egypt
during o time of war between
Egypt and Ethiopia on its south-
drn-border. Aida is n princess
Held prisoner as personat sfave
to the pharaoh's daughter,
though her own royal status is
unknown to the Egyptiony.

Radamecs, the Egyptian's
greatest warrior, has become

AR'I' BEA'I'

BIRMINGHAM MUBICALE 1”1-08
PROQGRAMS

The Birmingham Musicale,
recipient of the Birmingham
Bloomfield Cultural Arts award
in 1996, begins its 72nd year of
providing a forum for trained
musiciung, scholarships and o
range of community outreach
programs,

Musicale programs are held 1
p.m. the second Thuraday of the
month at The Community House
in Birmingham, 380 S, Bates
Street. Visitors and new mem-
bers are welcome.

All programs are videotaped
by Bloomficld Community Tele-
vision, and air on public access
channels,

The following is n liat of the
Musicale’s programs and con-
tacts: Choral Ensemble, Judith
Premin, (248) 642-1873; String
Ensemble, Florence McBride,
(248) 541-4795; Music-in-hospi-
tals, Martha Gelder, (248) 644-
7843; Auditiona, Collette Rosner,
(248) 626-1432; Music Teacher's
Reyistry, Bonnie Brooks, (248)
844-2994,

For general membership infor-
mation, Linda Irwin, (248) 475
5978,
$22 MILLION TO STATEWIDE ARTS

GROUPS .

Nearly $22 million in arts and
cultura grants were awarded in
mid September to arts and cul-
tural organizations throughout
Michigoan.

The competitive grants were
chasen by the 16-member bipar-
tisan Michigan Council for Arts
and Cultural Affairy, a branch of
the Michigan Department of
Consumer & Industry Services,

Grant npplications were evalu-

is her rival,

At Wednesday's preas night,
Murqullu Lister, who ix sched-
uled with the alternato night
cant, wan Aubstituted for an ail-
ing Camellia Johnsan. If there
was un ndjustment prohlem it
was undeteeted by Wednesday's
audience, Lister gave rich,
warm, emotion-laden rending to

er performance as the tortured
Aida, torn by her love for her
homeland and her father und hier
love for Radames, Even ax she
skillfully soared through “O
patrin mia,” a paea to her Jost
home, she alse reackied into the
depths of emotion on “Ritoran
vingitor.” Her duets with father
and with lover were heartrend-
ing. And her acting was as cnn-

ated thmu;,h n compum\e puer-
panel review process, which
mude recommendutions to the
Arts Council. Awnrds were based
on geographic distribution,
diversity, butance nmong fund-
ing programx, offerings to under.
served communities, and delive
ery of quality programming and
serviees to Mlchmm Ny,
Among those rec grants
are: Lyric Chamber Ensemble,
Matrix Theatre Company, Very
Speeinl Arts, Center for Creative
Studies, Crunlu ook Avademy of
Art, Detroit Historical Muscum,
Detroit Inatitute of Arts, Detroit

Symphony Orchestra, Detroit
Zoo, Michignn Opera Theatre,
Museum of African Ame

History, Muzic Hall, Birming.
ham Bloomficld Syaphon,
Detroit Chamber Winds, E
hower Dance Ensemb
Creek Center for the Arts,
mouth Symphony. Cranhrouk
Academy of Art~

TOP 100 CRAFT RETAILER

CarollJames (5 ||l<4r\ af 1
Ouak was niume
100 Retuile
at an awards
Augunt ot the Peny
ventien Center in I'h

The ceremony was el
junction with the 1'1;;1 ke
Market of Ame
trade xhow wher
their original desiyms in proclue-
tian and limited vdition work to
eraft retuilers from across the
country.

More than 15,000 professional
craft artisty from throughout the
country were polled by NICHE
magazine, the exclusive matinnal
trade publiestion for cralt ruf
ers and sponsor of the awards

“Alda”
What: Gluseppo Verd! grand
opera set In anclent Egypt per-
formed by Michigan Opera
Theatre,
When: 2 p.m. today; 8° p.m.
Saturdsy, Oct. 4; 2 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 5.
Whero: Detroit Opera House,
1526 Broadway, Detroit.
Tickets: (313) 874-SING
{7464) or (248) 6456666,

vincing ax her ninging.

Fabio Armiliato's Radames
was sung with a glorious, full
tenor. He and Lister had song
these rales together in San Fran-
ciseo and their familiarity wos
cvident in the duets, But Armil-
iato is more singer than actor
und he was of the “stand and
deliver” rchool of opera ainger,

He ia stiff and unconvincing as a
great warrior, But tho love duets
are still very effective.

Irina Mishura as Amneris
comes from the opposite
approach. She is, perhaps,
actress firat wha bends her
ainging for its greatest i

the cxsential dignity of Ramfis,
even as we are likely ta see him
as the villnin,

Conductor Stevon Mercurio
has created o musical fabric thot
never falters through one of
Verdi's most honored seores, rich

effect. Her mezzo cuts sharply
through the trios and rages fit
fully in her solos, Her commen-
dation-lamentation scene wan
clearly the most populer moment
in Wednesday's performance.
This local singer has won a
devoted following for her emo-
tional style.

Another actor-singer is the
incredible Mark Rucker who's
Amonasro, the Ethiopian king. is
every bit the raging patriot, the
caculating warrior. Rucker's
baritone is clear, properly aged
and emotionally expressive. His
acting is intense ond fluid,

Kevin Bell's rumbling bass
and dignificd manner capture

program. Criteria for selection
included lrentmg ortists with
courtesy, paying on time, pro-
moting nnd K and men-

this year’s SOFA: Keisuke

Mizuno and Deborah Sigel.
Mizuno works primarily in a

i 1 style whercas

toring emerging artists,

Cural James Gallery'is located
at 301 S. Main Street, Royal
Qak: (218) 541-6216,

ARTSERVE NAMES NEW CHAIR

Larry Garberding has been
named the first chairman of Art-
Serve, an organization estab-
lished in Moy with the consolida-
tiun of Artz Foundatien of Michi-
gan, Concerncd Citizens for the
Arts in Michigon, Business Val-
unteers for the Arts and the
Michigan Alliance for Arta Edu-
eation.

Ax un umbrella organization,
ArtServe's objective is to assist
and inform individuals and orga-
nizations in Michigan through
etlueation, professional services,
networking, support of artists
and cultural organizations, vol-
anteer assistance and collabora.
tions.,

Gurbording is executive vice
~ident nnd chief finnneial offi-

dison, He also
urer and chair of
committee for the
t Symphony Orchestra,
hoard member of

amld
Nature Conservoney and the
iUnited Way of Southeast Michi-

1.
SHAWGUIDO AT SOFA IR CHICAGD
Shaw Guido Gallery of Pontiac
will participate in the Fourth
Annual Exposition of Sculpture,
Objects and Functional Art:
SOFA Chicago 1997. The exposi-
tion is held at Chicago's newly
renovated Novy Pier, Oct, 17-19.
Two new artisty, represented
by Shaw Guido, will debut at

OPENS THIS WED.
tHrRU OCT. 5

JoeLouisArena
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Wed, OCT, 1 » 7:30 PM
OPENING NIGHT - KIDS UNDER 12
TICKETS ONLY $5
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3} TO BUY TICKETS:
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adram, oullets or
www.lickelmaster.com
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(519) 792-2222 .. v

$10.50 - $12.50 - $15.50
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IDEAS, IDEAS AND MORE ID
FROM OVER 200 EXHIBITOR

Kitchens - Baths - Doors « Windows ¢ Spas + Remodeling
Arts & Crafts "Furniture » Electronics » Appliances
Heating & Cooling + Decorative Accessories + and More!

SPECIAL SHOW DISCOUNTS!

Slgel 's work is mainly abstract.
MADONNA UNIVERSITY TO FEATURE
OQUTSTANDING PIANIST
One of the world’s top young
pianists will be in concert at
Maodonna University 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 4 at Madenna

with lush, love songs,
triumphal military marches, a
varicety of danco thythms and
religious chants (more Francis-
can than Egyption). The orches-
trn is outstanding.

Director Roman Terleckyj
keeps the whirling mechanica of
this play moving smoothly (ram
intimate ducts and trios to the
lavish marches and dances,
Though this production doesn't
have live elephants or camels, it
does have the i dible dance

Baayark Lee’s choreography is
entrancing.

Tho costumes and scts from
the San Francisco Opera aro s
stunning as you would hope in a
production of this caliber, Visi-
tors to the DIA's “Splendors of
Egypt” exhibit will note the
attontion to detail in Douglas
Schmidt’s sete. The Nile bank
scene drew complimentary gasps
of approval from the audienco.

But it's not the sets or the pro-
cesnions that make “Aida” spe-
cial. It is Verdi'a understanding
of love in conflict and his beauti-
ful music thnt make this one of
the great experiences.

Armiliuto and Mishura are
scheduled to perform again Sat-
nrdny. Oct. 4, with Cnmcllin

hi Lister is sch d to

talents of Wayno State Universi-
ty and Cass Tech High School
and the performances of Renais-
sance High's R.0O.T.C. and the
Rackham Symphony Choir.

Unwennly, 36600 Schoulcrnl\ at
Levan, Livenia.

Pinnist Joel Ross Hastings,
who was choden from hundreds
of applicants as one of 35
pianists (ages 19-30) throughout
the world to compete in the 10th
Van Cliburn International Piano
Competition this past spring,
will perform in Kresge Holl. The
program will include the *Tocea-

perform nt todny's matinee and
Sunday, Oct. 5, with Jan DeNolfo
as Radomes and Eugenie
Gruncwald as Amneris today
and Kathleen Segar on Oct. 8. -

ta in F- uhnrp minor,” Johann
Sebastian Bach and “Sonata in C
major,” Ludwig van Becthoven.
Hastings will also play Chopm.
Scriabin and Barber,

Tickets nrc $8 for adults, $4
students. Reservations are
required, call (313) 432-5700.

What has thirteen thousand
legs, wears sheakers and can

help you reduce your

risk of heart disease
and stroke?

If you said the American Heart Association’s Metro Detroit

American Heart Walk, then you have the right answer, The

Heart Walk is a fun-filled day for the whole family at the Detroit Zoo.

Ncl only will

you have fun walking with the animals and leaming how to reduce your risk for heart

disease and stroke, but you can also make a difference. The funds raised during this

event help to support research and education programs in the Metropolitan Detroit Area.

So come join 6,500 walkers, the Detroit Lions' Robert Porcher, and Miss Michigan,

Kimberly Stec on Saturday, October 4, 1997. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and the

walk begins at 9:30 a.m. Cnll (248) 557-9500, to find out how you can join the Heart

Walk or pick up a brochure at your local Rite Aid or Naturalizer Shoe Store.

‘The Heart Walk is sponsored by:
Major Sponsors:
CHRYSLER |y MGARE
FUND A PLAN FOR LIFE
Hoveerm 121 o incn
i Compary
Hospltal Sponsars:
0 Waree Bt Uvmrny
- i
Wik bt i Vatieas Qaror
Media Sponsors: e
[EEQ @bsecver & Eccentric m
NEWIRAPERS

* Two-man 'Edllln buddies’ Mad
Dog and Merrill offering practical
tips and outdoor zr{l]lnu recipes
from hors &'ocuvres to desserts
served with heapin® hclyinﬂo(
comedy as seen on Tike

8BS’ This Moming

« Showcase of Distinctive lomes
pletoriad display of new homes

» National Kitchen & Bath
Auod.\lian members Garage
uMn:u, counters and
dluanu.n tems plus proceeds
will benefit lhblm for Humanity

BEPROVDNGE STJOHN

w!

Closes at
7PM

‘mum&rﬂd&y zoo;n 1600 pm.
furday 10:002m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunby 1e:00am. . 7:00pm
‘Regular Admission: Adults $4.00; Senlors $.00;
Chikdren 6-12 $3.00; Chiliren under § FREE

Spestal Funily Tiket, aclodes
mzmuwmmm 4300
wvalable ol al Farmr Jack




