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By HuGH (JAI.LM-HLH
STAFF WHITER

Carl Argiroll popped n video-
tape into the player,

Guitnrs rang and voices snng
Spanish folk songs as o crowd of
happy people danced in a town
square, the night lit by modern
lighting but surrounded by
ancient red clay buildings, in the
shadow of u Raman squeduct.

The scenc is Segovia, Spain,
Carl and Susan ArgirefT of Live-
nia and their traveling compan-
ions had arrived just in time to
savor Spain at its festive best.
Carl said (he singing, dancing
and merey-making “set the tour
off” on just the rigght note,

In April, the Argivofis juined
some relatives for a European
tour that included the Nether-
lands, Spain, Morocco and
France.

“We flew on five different air-
planes, took two trains and rent-
ed two cars,” said Susan.

The trip inchuded a littde bit of
everything ~ s to Buropean
relatives, sup meals, a sam-
pling of the arts and a chance (o
compare Europe’s infrastructure
with Americw's. This worked out
well for Susan, on artist, and
Carl, retired after 33 years with
the U.S. Army Corpa of Engi-
neers,

The Argiroffs are scasoned
travelers, havi been to
Turkey, Greeee, Scotland, Eng-
tand, Sweden, Norway,
mark, Bulyari
1988 Carl snd his d IIIL]I'.K'I" umk
a trip in China down the Burma
Road, almost to Tibet,

On' this trip, the Ary
began by tlying into Amster
where they v(l  eouple ¢
exploring th £ umqm- nrthp

Then the re
flight to Spain.

““In Spain. an Amecr
move in tumono\\. i
clean and nes

The Argi s
impressed by how warm and
friendly the peaple were,

lrip began \\-ilh Q

n could

GREAT ESCAPES

Great Escapes features various
travel news itemn. Sead news
deads to Hugh Gallagher, as.
tant managing cditor, Obses
& Eccentric Newspapers .
36251 Schoulcraft, Livonia, Mi
48150, or fax them to (313) 591-
7279.

GRAND RAPIDS EXHIBIY

The Grand Rapids Art Muse-
um wilk hold the first exhibition
‘ever in the United States and
first internatinnal exhibit in
‘more than 5 the work
of Italian Re
painter Pietro Perugino, opening
Nov. 16. Perugino (e.1450-1523)
is considercd ene of the most dis-
tinguished painters of the Ital.
ian Renuissance and his art pro-
vided the foundation for the avs-
thetic development of the High
Renaissance, espeeinlly the work
of Raphael.

Highlighting the exhibition,
“Perugino: Master of the Italian
Renaissnnce,” is the unprece-
dented loan of nine works by
Perugine from the Gallerin
Nnzionale dell” Umbrin in Peru-
gin, Italy, the largest repository
of works by Perugino in the
world. The exhibit includes more
than 30 works in all. The exhibit
_runs through Feb. 1, 1998,

The Grand Rnpulﬂ Art Muse-
‘um is at Pearl Strect nnd Divi-
sion Avenuc in downtown Grand
Rapids.

THE L.A. SCENE

Richard H. Axsom, prafessor of
art history at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn, is canduct-
ing n tour of the contemporary
art scene in Loy Angeles, Calil,
Jan. 7-11. The trip includes
«round trip air fare from Detroit,
four nights accommadations at
the Hollywond Roosevelt Hatel,
full buffet breakfast each morn-
ing and tours of Arata Isozaki's
Musoum of Contemporary Art,
.Los Angeles County Museum of
Art and several L.A. golleries,
:Cost is $929 double occupancy,
:$879 triple and $1,149 single.
-For more information, call
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Artist's vlew: Susan
Argiroff’s artist's eye
focused in on these pic-
turesque Spanish win-
dows.

Carl tells a story on himaelf.

“I went through a parking lot
gate and 1 thought it was going
to stay up. I was supposed to
press o button and I didn't know
it 5o the gate came down on the
windshield and I was trapped,”
he said, “But instead of being
upset, everyone in line came out
to help me. Even the attendant
was apologizing and said it was
probably the cquipment, but it
was really my foult.”

The Argiroifs said this helpful,
understanding reception was
repeated everywhere they went .
in Spain und France., Carl soid
the French rcputnunn for being_,
“cold™ wasn't deserved based nn)
their experience.

The Argirofls visited ‘\h\dnd
Toledo and Sepovin, They stayed
in *paradors,” historic Spanish’
buildings that have been
restored and revitalized as
restaurants and hotels.

They rented a car and made
their way through the country-
side.

“We didn't renlize there were
so many hills in Spain. It was
very hard to drive,” Susan said.
“We were going up hill and
someone shouted ‘goad luck,’
when we Fot to the top we real-
ized why.”

In Madrid the Argiroffs took in
the Prado muscum, noted for its
collections of works by Goya, El
Greeo and Velazquez, In Toledo
they viewed more works by El
Greco.

From Spain they took a side
trip to Morocco.

“The belly dancer was the
grentest,” Carl said.

“The helly dancer attacked
Carl,” Susan said swith a laugh.
“He has that on video, tao, We
were entertained in a tent with a
Persian carpet. Men stood at the
frant with sabres.”

Carl bought a richly decorated
Moroccan sabre as a souvenir.

The Argiroff group took o train
from Spain to the south of
France, whero Carl has relatives
in Sommiers.

“In France I found [ had a
cousin who lived only two kilo-
meters from where we were stay-
ing," Argiroff said.

The Argiroffs enjoyed visiting
relatives in the red tile roofed,
picturesque town.

The colarful outdoor markets
provided Susan inspiration for a
series of note cards capturing the
lush colors of fresh vegetables
nnd colorful market displays.
Susan is active with several local
arts groups including Michigan
Surface Design and Women of
Artistry. She has exhibited in
group shows and individually,
Jmpost recertly in a Michigan Sur-
fn!;c Dos| s_hmv at the Livenia
+Library.

“I'm bu!y with watercolors,
marbling and arranging pictures
JI took. The flowers in Spain and
France are wonderful,” she said.

For Carl, the trip was another
chance to observe the infrastruc-

Mediterranean views: A hillside setting gives this French village

the sea.

ture of two European countries,
He was olso able to examine the
ancient workmanship of the
Roman squeducts,

“The highway syatem is much

superior to Michigan's. In Spain
and France, you don't have the
decay we have here in the U.S.
But the water system is very
inforior. I don’t understand why
they don't do something about
it,” Cart snid.

He said that in some places
hottled water was more expen-
sive than wine.

The Argiroffs were cspecinlly
impressed by the bullet train
they took from Nice to Paria, The
600 mile trip took 8 1/2 hours
and “was as smooth as flying.”

“I loved Paris,” said Susan.
“You'd think. after standing on
the Grent Walt of China nothing
could match it, but coming up
the Champs Elysce was very

Phillips  Travel Service,
1248)437-1733 or (800)783-2019.
YRAIN RIDE

An item on the Southern

Michigan Railroad Socicty in

Clinton and Tecumsch, Mich. -
fall color tours should have said .

that the youth fare for children

2-12 is $6; the fare for adults is
$10.

For more information, call
(5617)423-7230,

6-MON'I'H CD

Helping You Along The Way”

Choose the

best place to
park your money.

With a low minimum balance of only $500.

*Annual percentage yields {APYs) are effective as of September 18, 1997
Penalty for carly withdrawal.

Slandard Federal Bank
Member ABH AMAO Group

800/843-3600
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a stunning view o/‘

full vacation, the Argiroffs were
ready for home after nearly a
month away.

“You miss the conveniences of
the states,” Susan said simply.

impressive.”

In Paris, they visited the Lou-
vre and stayed in o house once
owned by Napelean III's doctor.

Despite an enjoyable, nctivitics

Moraccan
tent:
Susan and
Carl
Argiroff
were enter-
tained by
belly
dancers at
a feast in «
Moroccan
tent.

We have great greens

And terrific reds.
And fabulous oranges.
And stunning vellows.,

Auttnn at Boyne USA Resorts.
A season that invigorates [hL senses
nd calms the 5pint
Enjoy championship play amid’.,
a panorama of fll colors.

Golf & Lodging Packages

as low, ns$ 79
8 Holes of Golf wy/Cart $ 5 3
as low as

Prices based e double sccipnel

. {jHoyneUSA

« ul 0w s schuedule your mu;mn ;,ull expenence,
1 800 GO-BOYNE - 616-549-6000.

Buyne Mauntain, Boyne Falls « Soyne Qlighlands, Harbor Sprngs
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Delsre feachiot Altnclonive Ocearview Foom $34

THANKSGIVING WEEK
LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLETO . . .

fall alucs see
CANCUN
SUNSPRINTS

++4NTS Depart 101801 101

Wv‘f.ﬁ.’"..., Aruba (1172229 from $699

1 mm“"“ H9 St. Maarten (11/23.30 from $729
+« 3NTS Depart 10220e 105 Ixtapa (1122-29) from $649
Cbdri St. Kitts (11/23.30; from $679
i cvarnoti 3 | NewTweeRly Ronstep o

TA RICA

“WHERE RAIN FOREST MEETS SAND & SEA*

ik Ter Vg Lanerw bichmi $599

ARUBA

e s or 11 s Resort Vacations from $849
g::u us';vw n":% Eco-Vacalions from $1299 Y
F. Winter Deparlures . ..
cozuMEL | M P i rom 8699
T or 18 o Cancun from $399,
CrilPrcess fnde  Hoe kST Grand Cayman from $769'.
Lacede How: Ixtapa from $599

Puerto Vallarta from $549
Weekly Departures December - April . ..
Antigua from $649 Manzanillo from $549
Barbados from $629 Punta Cana from $749
Cozumel from $599 Turks & Caicos from $749
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