Hawks play .
like champs
in big game

It was a perfect night for football
Friday, and you had to like it even
better if you were a Farmington Har-
rison player or fan,

Yoyrs truly showed up at Walled
Lake Western High School early (or
80 I thought) for a 7:30 p,m. kickoff.

Apparently, a fow others were eager
to see the Harrison-Western game,
too, and were maybe a little anxious
about getting in the gate as well.

The place was nearly packed by
6:45. If you had hoped to find o seat
in the stands, forget it; they were all
taken by that time.

As kickoff approached, a blazing
sunget bid farewell to a fast-fading
summer. Then, the crisp air of early
autumn crept in, and it was down-
right chilly by the end of tho ovening.

It waa football weather, and this
was football at ita beat. .

Both teams were undefeated an:
state ranked, The inside track for the
Western Division title in the Western
Lakes Activities A iation was at

B Farmington Harrison
won the battle of unbeaten
football teams Friday and
avenged last year’s loss to
Walled Lake Western, 21-7.

BY BILL PARXER
BTAY WRITER

Revenge is o sweot
thing and tho longer
it takes to accomplish
the sweeter it ulti-
——— mately is. That
explains the frantic colebration on tho
football ficld Fridey at Walled Lake
Western by the Farmington Harrison
faithfula.

Last year, Western hung a 14-3 loss
on the Hawks at Harrison, The Hawka
gained a little revenge Friday and
returned the faver at Western's home-
coming to the tune of 21-7. Following
tho game hundreds of Harrison stu-
dents and family members stormed the
field in celobration.

“We wanted this so bad since they
beat us last year,” said Harrison acnior
tackle Mike Fisher. “They're o great
team and they're going to go a long
way, but we've been preparing for this
game since last yeor. It was a tough
game. It was a war out there, but its a

huge win,”

Fisher, who finished with four tack-
lea and a sack, was part of a tough
defensive effort thot ined West-
ern's high-powered offenaive attack.

Western, the defending atate champi-
on and ranked No. 6 in Class AA,
entered the game averaging 47 points
and 448 yards per contest through the
first three games, Harrison, No. 1 in
Class A, limited the Warriors to just
seven points and 227 yards of total
offense.

Beforé an overflow crowd estimated
at nearly 5,000 fans, the Hawks

stake,

‘When it was over, the night and the
victory belonged to Hawks, who
accomplished a 21-7 win over the
defending AA stato champions,

“It was o great all-around cffort,”
Harrison acnior tailback Chris Ghan-
nam said. *I give all the credit to the
heart of this team.

*It's nothing we didn't know we
could do. But when it comes down to
it, it's just another game, because we
have a long senson ahead of us. And
we have a goal at the end to be in the
Dome.”

Harrison (4-0, 2-0) should go on to
reclaim the division title, barring any
upseta, after conceding it to Western
(3-1, 1-1) lnst year.

1f the Hawka stay on track, a meat-
ing with Westland John Glenn for the
WLAA championship on Oet. 24 will
likely be the next really big game on
the horizon.

Obviously, Harrison always has an
eye on the playoff situation, and beat-
ing Western helps that causc greatly.

That's still half a season away, but
a playoff berth seoms almost certain
and a convincing win like the Hawks
had Fridny makes me thiok they can
make a run at an eighth state cham-
pionship in November.

All is not lost for the Warriors. 1
don't scem them losing again in their
lnst five games, and I think 8-1 will
put Western in the playoffs again.
Let’a remember the Warriors made it
at 7-2 last year and then won it all

. Harrison managed to acore three
touchdowns against a very good West-
ern dofense, but it was the Harrison
defense that came up big Friday for
the Hawks,

Harrison pretty much shut down
Western's high-acoring offense and
contained quarterback Frank Stan-
ford and fullback Dave Johnson.

Stanford had a couple decent runs
on broken plays in the first half, but
he and Johnson rarely vontured much
beyond the line of scrimmage. .

. “Any time a defenso can hold an
cxplosive offense like that (in check),

- you know you have the No. 1 defense.

© in the state,” Ghannam said.

! “This is the first timo our defensa

. has just dominated,” senior lineman

* Brinn Lowis said. “The dofonae did a

© renl good job of shutting them down.”

:  Winning the Western Division titlo

. is Harrison's first goal for this season,

: und n win over Weatern was & must

: for thot to happen.

The Warriors won last year, 14-3.
On the two accasions Wostern has
. boaten the Hawks, the gamo waa
. played at Harrison. .

“We don't preach rovenge, but we
wanted the division titlo go bad wo
could tasto it,” Lowis said. “The focus
was unbelievable this weak, and it
paid off in the game.

“Wo always foel it's our division,
and we just didn’t feel we could lose it
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defe came up with the big plays
when thoy needed them most. Western
turned the ball over four times and
Harrison capitalized on two of them.
‘Trailing 7-0 early in the second quar-
ter, the Warriors mounted a drive decp
into Hawks territory. But the drive
stalled when Western fumbled and
scnior linchacker Matt Walker recov-
ered for Harrison at the 19-yard-line,
Western appeared to stop Harrison
on the cnsuing drive when they atuffed
senior tailback Chris Ghannam (22
carries for 97 yards) at the line-of-

Hawks new life. Harrigon acored four
plays later on a 21-yard reverse by
junior eplit end Ricky Bryant.

Western came right back and again

on fourth-and at the 49,
but a 15-yard penalty on the Warriors
{or too many men on the field gave the

d a drive, hing to the Har-

rison 21 before the Hawks' defense
came up big once more. Senior corner-

Looking for daylight under the lights:
Walled Lake Western defense Friday.

N

back Jason Sharpe raced in and
blocked a 38-yard field gonl attempt
momenta before the first half ended to
preserve Harrison's 13-0 lead,

*“They were pressing us so fast in the
first half that we wanted to run some
counter stuff (in the second half} and
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Hawks savor win over Warriors
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Senior tailback Chris Ghannam turns the corner on the
He scored Harrison’s first touchdown in a 21-7 victory.

take advantage of that hot pursuit,”
explained Western coach Chuck Apap,
whose team stands 3-1 overall and 1-1
in the WLAA Western Division. “We
had some suceess with it (in the second
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Raiders battle back but lose to Rocks, 21-14

BY 8COTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER

Bric Petorson scored on a one-yard
plunge seconds into the fourth quarter
to lift Plymouth Salem to a 21-14
homecoming victory over North Farm-
ington Friday night.

The Rocks scored twice in the first
four minutes of the contest then scram-
bled to fight off a bold North Farming-
tan comeback.

“We got some breaks early and capi-
talized on two of thom but not the
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third,” said Salem coach Tom
Moshimer. “I give North Farmington 2
1ot of credit. They had tremendous
heart and fought back.”

The Rocks, 2-2 overall and 1-1in the
Wostorn Lakes Activitics Associntion’s
Lakes Division, showed heart of their
own early Friday.

Snlem took the opening kickofT and
began on its own 27-yord line. North

stuffed a Salem run on first down and
put the Rocks in 2 second-and-12 situa-
tion.

Quarterback Tony Bernhardt let fly a
bomb on second down. Running back
Jason Lukasik outducled a North
defender for the bal,) then streaked 76
yards for a touchdown at 11:07.

The Raiders (3-1, 1-1) began their
first drivo at their own 20-yard line.
Aftor picking up a firat down, North
was forced topunt, | |

A low, skidding snap to the punter
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gave Salem's Anwar Crutchfield nnd
Brett Burleson cnough time to tackle
the kicker back at North's 20-yard line.

A 10-yard pass from Bernhardt to
Andy Kaeoloski and a 9-yard run by
Peterson moved the ball to the Raiders”
2. Peterson punched in his first touch-
down on the next play, and Salem went
up 14-0 at 8:36 of the quarter,

North appeared to be coming apart
at that point, The Raiders fumbled the
ball back to Salem on the second play

Farmington
achieves 1st
dual victory:

The Mathie sisters had a central role
in Farmington High's first dual-meet
victory in girls swimming Thursday.

Karen and Kristel Mathie won two
avents cach and helped the Falcona
win a pair of relnys in Farmington’s
106-79 defeat of South Lyon. at North
Farmington,

Kristel Mathio won the 200-yard
froestyle (2:14.01) and the 500
(5:68.98); Karen Mathio took first placo
in tho individual medley (2:25.64) and
tho backstroke (1:07.95). .

Both girls were part of the winning
400 freestylo relay that included Sarah
Cohn nnd Stefanio Fitzpntrick and had
0 4:10.24 time. N

Karen Mathis, Cohn and Fitzpatrick
also helped the Falcons win the medloy
relay, bining with Tina Cavicchioli
for o 2:06.54 finish.

Fitzpatrick was the 100 frecatyle
winner with a personal beat of 1:01.64,
and Cavicehioli won the b }
(1:16.99). ~

Cohn and Cavicchioli made possiblé
a Farmington sweep of the top threo
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