identifies
eco-risks

Before you close the deal on your
new hame, you mny want to find out
whether there nre nny abandoncd
dumps, landfills or other eco-hazards
that may affect its value or put the
health of your family at risk.

Homes near an environmental haz-
ard can be sold at a price that moy
not hold true if the buyer knew of the
near-by problem. Although informa-
tion on environmental hozards is pub-
lic, most people are totally unaware of
these sites. Even people who live very
close to these-sites are often unuware
of them.,

Sellers may not disclose that n eco-
hazard is ngar the house they are try-
ing to sell. Such a geller can poss
along a house that is not worth as
tmuch as the uniformed buyer thinks
itia

The result is the buyer may never
be able to resell the property for what
he paid. That's a loss of money on the
Inrgest investment of his life because
he failed to look inte or make his
Realtor aware of his concern with the
environmental health and safety of o
new home.

A home buyer recently told me his
mortgage company would not risk
money on n home that was affected by
o hazardous waate site, The mortgage
company finds out about such prob-
lems from its appraiser. But the
appraiser almost always states in the
appraisal that he is not qualified to
comment on environmental issues
and thot these issues are beyend the
scope of the appraisal.

Even in the rare case where the
appraiser fills out an environmental
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Van Buren Twp. delivers good value:

There's a lot to tout about the Home-
stend, a single-family site-condomini- .
um community in Van Buren Town-
ghip.

The builder and sales representa-
tives mention the three-car garage and
80-foot-wide lots offered as standard
features to buyers.

The talk about the location — sort of
off the beaten path on Ecorse Road, yet
with ensy nccess to 1-275, 1-94 and
points north, south, east and west.

They bring up quality construction at
a good price.

The Homestend, a collaborative cffort
b S.R. Jacal 1 t

and Key Homes, featurea 267 lots, 51 in
the initinl phase.

“We're very oxcited,” said Scott
Jacobson. “We're offering something
that hasn't been offered at this price
point: three-car garage.

“The location, we think, is superb,” he
added, “It's a new area close to the air-
port. The school system (Van Buren) is
pood. It’s getting much better,

“We saw growth in Conton, but the
land for more-nffordable product wasn't
available. We saw this as the next
growth area,” Jucabson said,

“Bottom line is you're getting a lot of
value here,” said Cathie Ferdoen, pro-
ject sales manager.

“What brings a lot of people in is the
name S.R. Jacobson,” she said. “Peaple
have heard of the name and think
quality product. They can rely on the
company to build their dream home."

“We follow the same construction
practices whether we build a $150,000
housc or a $400,000 house,” said
Colette Scholten, sales and marketing
director for Jacobson.

Six floor plans are available at the
Homestead.

They range in price from $169,500

exactly the floor plan will look.

An oven ond dishwasher, three-car
garage, fireplace and basement are
included in all plana at base prico
except the bi-level, which has an unfin-
ished lower level. Some plans include a
first-floor laundry at base price; others
don't.

Two madels weore finished, a third
under construction during a recent

for o ranch of 1,284 squaro feet with  visit.
three bedrooms and two baths to The Newhampton, the largest, is n
$188,500 for n Cape Cod of 1,860 twostory of 2,142 square feet.

The main living area features a liv-
ing room, dining room, kitchen/ nook,
family room, laundry and half bath.

Four bedrooms are upstaira. The

square feet with three bedrooms and 2-
1/2 baths,

Buyers may also choose among two-
story and bi-tevel plans.

Expandable house: Buyers of the Hartford model at the Homestead make several decisions on how- .

master has n walk-in closet, shower
and two-sink vanity. A sccond bath
with a combinntion tub/ shower service
the other bedrooms,

The Homestead

in Van Buren Tw

Base price is $185,600. The model,
with two-car garage and upgrades
excluding landscaping is about
$196,800,

“This gives a renl family feeling,”
Ferdon snid of the plan. “Everything
flows through, Cabinets and the
pantry, I think, are important. Fami-
lies really like that,”

w0 |V
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The Hartford model, described by
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Here, Our luxurlously designed Comtomintum

homes will allow you Lo enjoy old world design %
withh the smnst mudern livlng convealences. With X |
this maintennace feee lifestyle you wi ve the
\ time to enjoy sur central locatlon.
35015 Ford RD.
Westland, M1 48185 .
For More Information
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