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As road crews
work to resur-
faco roads
throughout
Oakland Coun-
ty, other
longer term
projects still
ongolng
Include:

A Boverly Hills — The reconstruction of
,tho intersoction of 13 Milo and Evorgreen
‘will etart in tho next two weeks. The wark
is d to take appr ately ono

weck.
B Bingham Farms -— Dua to deteriorat-
ing roads, all five miles of local roadway
arc boing repaved with a layer of chip seal
to bo comploted by the end of Septembor,
. Thirteen Milo and 14 Milc roads will nat bo
_repaved since thoy aro not local roadways.
F gham — Pjorco between Brown
and Lincoln, and Adams botweon the
northern city limita and Madison Avenue,
_are being resurfaced. Pierce should be com-
pleted by the ond of September and Adams
is slated to finigh the first week in October,
‘Detours for the Adoms project will routa
“northbound traflic along Woodward and
southbound traffic will be reduced to ono

lane. .
.M Bloomfiold Township — Squirrel
‘Road, between Lang Lake and Westview, is
being resurfaced and recanstructed at the
north end. A dotour will route drivers
along Adams and Square Lake roads until
tho roadway reopens in mid-November,

B Farmington — Grand River will be
widened to include a left turn lanc and
trafTic signal at the Shiawnssco intorsec-
tion. Shiawassce, from Grand River to

‘Farmington Road, will be closed during
construction which should be completed by
-Sopt. 30. The 1-96 busincss loop, between
Gill and Shiawassce, is being widened to
includo a center turn lano. Ono lane on
northwest bound and southeastbound
Grand River may be closed ot any time.
Shiawassee will be closed end traffic

**dotoured until the end of September.

_# Farmington Hilla — Expansion of
the Haggerty Connector (M-5) has closed
13 Mile Road, between Haggerty and
Meadowbrook, until the end of Septem-
ber, Paving and drainoge ‘imqmvemenw
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When Judy Hoeffler wans dingnosed
with breast cancer this spring, she
found herself at the center of an exton-
sive community support network, with
doctors, nurses and advocates helping
her every step of the way.

“It became a much casier route for
me,” Hoefller said.

But it also made the Birmingh

M ‘if you keep soxual or
sovere physical abuse hld-
den, can you Imagine what
that would do to your psy-
che In terms of belng a pro-
ductive human belng?.’'
—Judy Hoeffler, executive director of
Oakland County Child Abuse and
Neglect Council

ident wonder why thore wasn't a

at the east end of the ) ook Hilla
“subdivision near 8 Mile and Halsted will
* be completed Nov. 1.
B Indopondence Township — White
Lake Road near Andersonville Road s
closod to through traffic. It is being
widened to three lanes and realigned with
* Nelsey Road. Detours route drivors down
Dixie Highway to Andereonville until the
pected letion in ber when the
southern portion of White Lake Road will
bo turned into a cul-desac instead of inter-
socting Andorsonville, Paving of the
approach of Clement Strect to Andorson-
vitle will bo completed in mid-October,
W Novi — Expansion of the Hoggerty Con-
noctor (M-5) haa closed 13 Milo Road,
between Haggerty and Meadowbrook,
until the ond of Soptember. The south-
.bound lanc of Haggerty Road north of 8
Milo will bo extonded.
@ Orion Township — Silverbell Road at
M-24 will be widened to includo a loft-turn
. Inne and the right turn lane on wgsv:‘bound

similar support system in place for
child victima of sexual and physical
abuse. As executive director of Onk-
land County's Child Abuse and
Neglect Council, Hoefflor began to
cnvision the poasibilities for a commu-
nity wide network for children of all
socioeconomic backgrounds,

Her experience, and the ideas she
generated from it, played right into a
concept the Pontiac-based council had
alrendy begun working on with several
other local agencies: Protect Our
Future: Child Wotch.

Created several years ago by the
national Children’s Defense Fund,
Child Watch was designed to give com-
munity leaders a firsthand look at how
the children in their communitics ara
living, The new local initiative, made
up of a conlition of moroe than 25 orga-

port from local human service agen-
ciea, .

According to the Children’s Defense
Fund, a child is reported abused or
neglected every 11 scconda in the
United States. Every 53 minutes, a
child dies from poverty. And every two
hours, a child is murdered,

Last year in Oakland County, Hoof-
fler said, law cnforcement ngencies
reported 1,300 substantiated cases of
child abugse and neglect — an average

. of moro than three a day. “That means

no questions asked. It was real and
that child was removed from the
home,” she said, adding that law
enforcemont received more than
10,000 calla.

It's a problem throughout the coun-
ty, snid state Sen. Michael Bouchard,

-Birmingk “It crossea all econom-

nizations, is striving to protect future
i £

Silverbell at M-24 will bo
“projects are cxpected to be comploted by
November. Tho changes will help with
drainagoe problems. .
® Oxford — An overloy of pavement will
'be added to Enst Strect between Washing-
ton and Glaspio and on W. Burdick
, batween Polly Anne Trail and the west vil-

bor.
..H Rocheater Hills — Hamlin Road is
boing reconstructed to a four-lanc boule-
< vard from M-69 to Crooks Road. The pro-
_ject, which is expected to bo completed by,
‘the spring of 1998, will includo tho comple~
tion of tho enat-west link from tho now M-
69 ramp to varioys business facilitics. The
roadway is closed, excopt for local traflic,
with detours across M-69 and Avon Road,
Aleft turn lane is being added at the inter-
saction of Auburn Reagd and Tochnology
with a traffic light instalted, The now light
~will asaist residenta of Chateau Avon
v | "Mobile Homo Park. The gravel rondways of
.Juno and Tamm will be paved this month.
| “Tho project is oxpacted to last 30 days.
% Altornating traflic is being planned from
.| ‘o.m. to 7 p.m. Sept. 28 for milling. for an
\<overlay of pavement on Adama botween
4 Auburn and M-69 and nor of Avon Rond.
verlay on Adams between Auburn and M-

Jage limit and will bo comploted by mid- .

by building of
problems today's kids face and by
advocating solutions to help those who
can't help themselves,

The firat Oakland County event will
take place on Monday, Sept. 28, in the
form of a bus tour that will take invit-
cd community leaders along the north
Woodward corridor, first to the neo-
natal unit of a Jocal hospital to discuss
what can be done before birth to pre-
vent abuae, then to talk with abuse
and neglect victims who receive sup-

ic lines and all geographic lines. To
have anyono presumo that because we
happen to liva in a community that is
strong economically, child abuse or
neglect docs not exist, unfortunately ie
naive.”

Though Bouchard cannot attend the
bus tour, he plans to send a represen-
tative from his staff.

Janet Voorheis, the council’s preven-
tion education director, cited other
statistics that 20 percent of American
children are at risk of being abused or

\

Network to protect future generations

neglected. Voorheis, of Waterford,
believes that with cducation and pre-
vention, that figure could be reduced
“almost to nothing.” But it's going to
take a community wide offort, involv-
ing political, rel d busi

Helping k!ds:
Judy Hoeffler
(eft), executive
director of the
Child Abuse .
and Neglecet .
Council, and
Janet
Voorheis, the
agency's pre-
vention educa-
tion director;
sit in one of
the therapy
rooms of the
council’s Pon-
tiac office.
Hoeffler is
hoping to
interest com-
munity leaders
in forming an
advocacy net-
work for
abused chil- '
dren.
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Child Watch boosters |
- Qikland Colnity. Child Wilch s

an iditlative mado up of 26 local

lenders, something she hopes will
begin with the Child Watch bus tour.

The moming of the tour will begin
at The Community House in Birming-
ham, where three child vietims will
tell their personal stories, One, an 8-
year-old who had been sexually
nassaulted, will share a notebook she's
been kecping while working with a
therapist from the council. -

“If you keep sexual or severe physi-
cal abuse hidden, can you imagine
what that would do to your psyche in
terms of being a productive human
being?” Hoeffler said.

Research continues to show that
people abused or neglected in child-
hood often go on to perpetunte the
cyclo as adults, and end up costing
socicty in terms of juil time and other
socinl services, she added.

The goal of the bus tour, Voorheis
Baid, is to open leaders’ eyes to the
reality of child abuse in Oakland
County in the hopes of inciting them
to nct on it in their communities. It
will, the first of many educationnl
eventa,

“Child Watch is critical because it's
soying to leaders, . . we just want you
to get on the bus and see what it can
be like for a child out there,” Hoefller
said,

In each individual case, Voorheis
said, cducation ahend of time is what
will begin to curb the abuse. “I say
prevention up front . . . It's late when
you have to find the cure.”

Bouchard belicves that education is
especially important for community
lenders. “Before you can ever solve a
problem,” he said, “you have to under-
stand it.”

that
“Child Watch coalition: . -

. HAVE!
+1 Havenwyck Hospital

ol lﬂnd"ca_ﬁ'ﬁtyPr'u"tnnn.hui"

" Oakland. County Health Deport-

.ment
Onkland County Probate Court |

Tts mission is 16 proy |
vide community leaders with trali¢
ing on asuecs that help childran
lead prodyrtive and healthy lives.'>
*The following are the groupa
hat mako up the Ookland County

Baldwin Church and Centor - »
«-Baldwin Public Libeary - -
Child Abuse and Neglect Council
‘of Oakland County N
Ookland County Community
Coardinated Child Care Council
Cotmon Ground o
Ewaldb);{otiun Pictures Ingc.

Healthy Start Organizaior

(Judson Center} - K

Jupior Leapue of Birmingham,
Mich., Inc.

Michigan's Children

Oekland County Family Inde:
pondence Agency

Ookland Family Services
Oaklend Livingston Humon Ser-
vice Ageney . -
Paula Schoaberg & Associates
Pontiac Oakland Visiting Nursu
Association .
Rapresentative Pan Godchaux'y

ffico

8t. Andrew Lutheran Church

St, John United Mothodist-
Church T

8t. Josoph Mercy Oakland Chil-
dren’s Learning Center ol

_The Conununity House

‘Wee Friends Home Day Caro

County mulls independent CMH authority

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAFF WRITER

and its director.

On the advice of their a
lution that also

ed the 1

ttorney, commissioners
d ded the

Opinions differ on change

With controversy swirling ardund the dclivery of
mental health services in Onkland County, one
question lingers:

Should Oakland County adopt n community men-
tal health authority independent ‘of the County
Board of Commissioners?

County Executive L. Brooks Patterson raised that *
jon rhetorically Friday when nsked about the’

9 will cauge alt ting lano cl
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Monday, Sopt. 29,
and on Adams betweon Hemlin an Aven
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 80,

- m Southfiold — Greenficld bridge ovor tho
Northwostorn Highway (M-10} is under
construction for-deck roplacemeont with

.| ~sbuthbound Greonficld closed and traflic
s} dotoured nlong Pembroko. Lanes aro
axpectod to reopen Oct. 30, 1897. Residen-
2] .tinl roadways enst of Lahaer and west of

-1 "Arlington botwoon Winchestor and 11 Milo
aro undergoing spot concre )

ongoing struggle between Oakland County commis-
sioners and the Oakland County Community Mental
Health (CMH) Board.

Patterson is not directly involved in the struggle,
He distanced himself from CMH after commission-
ers rejected his offor to nasume responsibility for
mental health and operate it as another department
within the county structure of government,

But the CMH — and ita $167 million budget — is
too significant to be ignored, .

Pntterson does not support or oppose anlund

to

to bo comploted by Oct. 31, Ton Mile,
botween Beech and Inkator roads, will be
paved duo to deterioration and Holy Scpul-.
chro Archdi Comotery, b

Inkstor and Telegraph, will be given a new
approach. Tha projoct is expected to bo
camploted by mid-Novembor.

Troy — Adams, botweon the northern
city limits and Madison Avonue is being
resurfaced and is slated to finish the first
* week in ‘Octobor. Northbeund smmc‘w::lll bo

d along an
-traffic will bo reduced to onc lane,

.. NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, detours are
~unknown or not planned.
" Bourea: Local, county, city and village road officiala,

— Compled by etaffseriter Jennifer Placinto

County switching to a mental health But

immediate resignation of the board members and
director Sandra M. Lindsey.

W Extcnded for 30 days, contracts — affecting
mora than 120 clients with disabilitios or mental
problema — with Training and Treatment Innova-
tions (TTI), the service provider that is suing CMH
and 16 county commissioners, - -

@ Demanded competitive bidding for future CMH
contracts — including the TTI extensions.

Commissioners insisted on competitive bidding
despite commenta from the county chief money man
and the CMH director. Robert J. Daddow, director of
management and budget, said 30 days was not
enough time to draft specifications, advertise and
review bids and award contracts. Lindsey said,
“Thirty doys might be enough timo (for competitive

_bida), but some clients will likely suffer.”

@ Heard peoplo — including Willism McMastera
ai:ﬂ'irminghum —'criticize Lindscy as an inopt

in responsé to questions, ho asked: *Might be the
most logical way to resolve all tho problems?”
The chair of the county board agrees. “That’s truly

a possibility,” said John P. McCulloch, who is also -

chair of n task forco roviowing the pros and cons of
going to n CMH authority. *

“Some of the people most ardently opposed to an
authority are taking a sccond look at it,” said
McCulloch, a Royal Oak Republican.

Problems and turmoil aro nothing new to the sys-
tem that delivors mental health servico to about
12,000 residents — including aome in group homea
_“who are Ay ill or devel Ny disnbled

But over tho last three yeara, the clamor ovor
mental health services seems to be growing.

At Thursday’a county board meeting, for example,
CMH matters dominated tho often heated discus-
sian, By tho end of tho day, commissioriers had:

& Back peddied on a resalution to censure 11 vol-
unteers on the Community Mental Health Board

. M Heard other people — including county commis-,
sioner Fran Amos, R-Waterford — praise Lindscy as
an able and effectiva ndministrator.

Aftor initially voicing strong opposition to an
authority, County Commissioner Dan Devine Jr., R-
Bloamfield Hills, seomed more receptive to the idea
this week.

Coro problems would have to be addressed first,
safd Dovine, “and I still have the same concerns I
had-last year. But if an authority could bring
accountability and guarantee input from clients, I'd

*"bo willing to consider it” - .

One of thoso with sorious concerns about an
authority is commissioner Lawrence R, Pernick, D-
Southfield. He, nmong others, is concerned an inde-

_pendent authiority would not bo responsive.

“Wo got calls nll tho timo from peaple who claim
CMH is not responsive,” Pernick said. “What would
happen if we went to an autherity, and CMH was
even more autonomous?”

) N
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Oakland officinls could be reviewing a plan to put
the delivery of mental health services in the hands of
an ity aa early ns November.

But that could be a “terrible mistake,” according to
the president of the county chapter of Allianco for the
Mentally Il (AMD).

An authority - instend of the existing Community
Mental Health Board — would remove county com-
missioners from the mento) health system, said Hope
Cummins of AMI, perhaps the largest single ndvoca-
cy group for mental health services,

“Commissioners are the people we go to when CMH
board members won't listen,” said Cummins, of
Farmington Hilla.

Since last year, a task force has been looking at the
feasibility of an authority. Under current law, the
system is overscen by the 12-member CMH board
{there's one vacancy) whose members are appointed
by the county bonrd of commissioners.

The CMH board is expected to work in concert with
county commissioners who maintain indirect control.

With an authority, CMH officials would be appoint-
ed by issi and then be

John P. McCulloch, R-Royal Oak, who ia chair of
the board of commissioners and chair of the authority
task force, said an authority would control the $167
million annual budget and hire (and supervise) a
director, The mnin advantage, McCulloch said, is
fi ial independ and bility.

Tax dollars d for general gov could
not be diverted to mental health purposes. Nor could
mental health dollara go into the general fund,

West Bloomficld resident Calvin J, Lippitt, howev-
er, seea onother advantage — an authority would
have more flexibility in allocating mental health ser-
vices.More flexibility would mean moro officiency,
said Lippitt, who is currently on the CMH bonrd.

- ‘ .




