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‘Eﬁ_lglre Bullders hails
Michigan entrepreneurs,

Emplre Bullders
By Burton W. Folsom, Ji
Rhodes & Easten, 1997, 812 96

*If you seek a
pleasant penin-
sula, look
around you.”

Two hundred
years ago, our
Michigan motto
would have puz-
zled moat visi-
tors. Swampa
and freezing
temperatures
hnrd_[y ‘ma‘de

policy of fiscal and regulatory
restraint.

In o narrative style that
makes roading his book a plea-
sure, Folsom tells the story of aix

all men. .
In the Foreward to "Empire:

Buildera,” Gov. John Engler

writes: “There is a lesson in the

Mlchlxun story for those of us in
aH 1 life.

whose i
and glabnl vision put Michigan
on the world map: John Jacob

. Aator, Henry Crapo, William

Durant, Herbert Duw William
Kellogg ‘and Henry

The dotails nf ench man's lifo
and struggle for success are dif-
ferent.

‘There is the spell-binding tale
of Dow's lone battle with the
Gorman chemical cartel, which
tried to dzu(my him end almost

d. Told with equal

a
suitable for sottloment and eco-
nomic grow!

But by 1850 and for the next
80 years, Michigan attracted
innovators and risk-takers who
would make our state number
ane as an industrial power.

‘What prompted that change?
According to Burton W. Folsom,
senior fellow with the Mackinac
Center for Public Policy and
author of “Urban Capitalists”
and *“Myth of the Robber
Barons,” Michigan’s 1860 Consti-
tution encouraged entrepreneur-
ship by prohibiting state intru-
sion into private enterprise. In
his third book, entitled “Empire
Builders,” the former professor
of American history at the Uni-
versities of Pittsburgh and
Nebraska and contributor to
numerous publications such as
the “Wall Street Journal™ and
the “Pacific Historical Review"
maintains that a once-inhos-
pitable environment was made
attractive through the state'’s

drama is the story of Kellogg,
who, despite initial subservience
to his older brother, outshined
him totally in the end. And then
there is the tragedy of Henry
Ford, once a paradigm of creatiy-
ity and generosity but who
turned rigid and mean-spirited
in the last two decades of his life
and thus damaged his once
“"heroic reputation.”

Despite the differences, a
common thread runs through
each narrative. All aix
entrepreneurs had humble ori-
ging; not one enjoyed inherited
wealth or apecial privileges. All
shared a dedication to hard work
and a willingness to delay grati-
fication. Success was certainly
not immediate; on the contrary,
there were repeated failures that
would have discouraged most
individuals. But each man had
faith in himself and faith in a
system that would reward the
kind of innovation and expan-
sion that benefited the livea of

best thing government can dn in
to protect property and con-
tracts, mova out of the way and
let the entreprencurs take
risks.”

But the author's oxtonsive
research into U.S. ichigan

, history indicates that most text-

books teach the reverse. They
claim that the businces leaders
of this period were “robber
barons® who exploited the public
with high prices and corrupt
policics, If that is true, writes
Folsom, then the description fits
*“political entrepreneurs” who
sought to procure advantages
from the state, such as auhmdxes,

and pri g
*Market entrepreneurs,” howev-
er, relied on their ability to.cre-
ate a “superior product atlow
cost,” without governmental
assistance.

*Empire Builders” is an inspir-
ing history book that recapitu-
lates a proud past and provides a
formula for the future. True, a
new century means different cir-

and thus di
challenges. But the character
traits and work ethic of Michi-
gan's entrepranaunnl giants ~
tied to positive incentives — spe]l
success in any age.

“Empire Builders” can be
found at Barnes & Noble. Or call
1-800-706-4636..

Esther Littmann is o resident
of Bloomfield Tawnship. R

Art book reveals Eygpt’s glory-f:

The Gold of the Pharachs

By Henri Stierlin

(Terrail, $24.95)

Classical Modem Architecturs
By Andreas Papadakis
(Terrail, $24.95)

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFP WRITER

Terrail Publishing Co. pro-
duces a series of lavishly illus-
trated, coffee-table size art books
in a quality paperback format.

ey are notable for their excel-
lent design and their cxtensive
use of quality photographs and
drawinga,

“The Gold of the Pharachs” is
especially interesting in light of
the current Egyptian exhibit at
the Detroit Institute of Arts. The
DIA show gives a broader view
of ancient Egyptian life, but
Stierlin's survey of the art of
Egyptian goldsmiths is an excel-
lent complement to the exhibit.

e DIA also seoms to think so
as the book is one of several for
sale in the Egyptian Market-
place at the end of the museum's
superb diaplay.

Stierlin’s bock has mere than
200 color illustrations showing
the beautiful colaring of gold and
stonea used by the Egyptians in
their tombs. As in the DIA show,
Stierlin shawa how the objects in

who have -

the tombs help us
how the Egyptians lived.
Stierlin’s book is more than
just a survey of the gold works
themselves. He alss provides a
supporting history of dynastic
Egypt and a history of the arche-
ological finds that unocarthed
these treasures, Though the
story of Howard Carter, Lord
Carnarvon and King Tut’a tomb
has been told before, Stierlin
givea a good account and pro-
vides beautiful photos of the
child king’s treasures, now in the
Egyptian Museum in Cairo. He
also tells the less well-known
story of Piorre Monwt and tk;o

stecred awuy fmm the glass and
steel dictates of what used to be .
called “modern architecture.”

Some works will seem very
traditional such as the Federal-
ist style buildings of Americans
Thomas Gordon Smith and
Jaquolin Robertson. But aother
worka such as the buildings of
Gerfhany’s Rob Krier show that
“classical” doesn't
mean restrictive. Classical is an
inspiration not a confinement,
whiich is one of Papadakis’ main
arguments.

Prince Charles has made a
cnxrllpnign for this :pp:;aach to

tom

Stierlin also expln.ma the go]d-
smith’s art, the role of gold in
Egyptian uociety and religious
and the social organization of
the different dynasties. Stierlin
is a native of Alexandria, a histo-
rian of architecture and ancient
civilizations, a photographer and
the organizer of several Egyp-
tian exhibitions.

“Claasjcal Modern Architec-
ture” is an argument for juat
that — the use of classical ideas
of form, proportion and materi-
als in modern architecture,
Andreas Papadakis, editor of
New Architecture, takes a look
at the work of more than 20 con-

BOOK HAPPENINGS

e, which he
for its warmth, proper acale and
link with history, The author
quotes the prince at the bogin-
ning of the book, “I beliove that
when a man loses contact with
the paat, he loses his soul. Like-

-wise, if we deny the architec-

tural past — and the lessans tq be
learned from our ancestors ~
then our buildings also lose their
souls, If we abandon the tradi-
tional principles upon which
architecture was r 2,600
years or more, then our cxvllh-a
tion suffers.”

Papadakis’ richly illustrated
book provides aesthetic and his-

Ltorical support for this position.

Book Happenings features vari-
ous happenings at suburban
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, Inc.,
36261 Schooleraft, Livonia, M1

48150, or fax them to (313) 591-

7279,

BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM,

WOODWARD)
John Walsh will sign his book
“Years of Rage” 8 p.m.
Monday,Oct. 8; women and
Investing, 10 a.m. Tuosday,Oct,
7; Nicholes Delbanco slgns his
new novel "0ld Scores,” 7:30
p.m. Wednesday,Oct. 8; Dennls
Cyporyn peiforms, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 10; Chilstopher Paul
Curtis signs his Newberry Awerd-
winning book “The Watsona Go to
Birmingham,” 11 a.m. Saturday,
Oct. 11; the Farm Lady presants
“ABCs of Fall,” 2 p.m.
Saturday,Oct, 11 ot the store
34300 Woodward, Bimingham,
{248)-203-0005.

BORDERS {ROCHESTER HILLS)
Dr. Michae! 0’'Donnell signs his
book “Good Kids,” 4 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 5; a discussion of women
and AlDS, 7:30 p.m. Monday,
Qct, 8; Poot Margo LaGettute
reads and discusses her poetry,
7:30 p.m, Wednesday, Oct. 8;
Ted Montgomery signs “Pro
Hockey, Ployby-Play,” 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct, 9; Cello Jazz per-
forms 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 10;
Mlke Wendiand discusses the
intermet, 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct.
11; Tumble Bunnies, 1 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 11at tha
store,1122 South Rochester
Road, at Winchester Mail.
{248)650-7179.

BORDERS (DEARI

Gay and lesblan book group dis-
cusses “Beyond Quoer,” 7:30
p.m. Monday, Oct. 6 Berlitz sto-
rles discussed 4-8 p.m. Tuesday/
Oct. 7; Steve Sullivan signs hlu‘
book “Confession of & Divorced,
Kld 7:30 p.m. Tuasday, Oct. T}
Richard Gores signs his book f
"Goree Ialand: IslandofNo |
Return,” 7:30 p.m., Thursdsy, Qet.
9; story hour fantures “Boogla’;
Bonos,” 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct
11 at the store, 5601 Merc:
Drive, Dearborn (313)271-4441,
BARNES & NOBLE ”m
{WEST BLOOMFIELD)
Story time foatures Leo Lionnl's
*Atexander and the Wind Up
Mouse" and “it's Mine,” 10 a.m.-
Monday, Oct. 6, and 7 p.m.
Tuesdoy, Oct. 7; fiction group dls-

Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoon-
Ist/author Art Spiegelman dis-
cusses his new book “Open Me ...
I'm a Dog,” 48 p.m. Tuesdey,Oct.
7: David Mitchell and Sharon ©
Snyder celstirate pubycation of
“The Body and Physlcal
Difference: Discourse of Disability
In the Humanlties,” 4-6 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 9 at the store, 313
South State Street, Ann Arbor.
(313)882-7407 or (B00)450-
7023.

SOUTHFIELD PUBUC LIBRARY
Rosalyn McM(flan readsa from Her
new novel “One Better,” 1 p.if. '
Sunday, Oct. 5; Brian Murphy fac-
tures on £, Scott Fitzgerald, 7"
p.m. Tuesday, Oct, 7, $5 admls-
slon; Wallace Peace presents &
fecture on Mozart's “Maglc Fiute”
in anticipation’of the Michigan
Opers Theatrs production 2 p.m.
Wadnesday, Oct. 8, no charge at
the ilbrary, Southflold Civia
Center, 28000 Evergreen Ronu.
(810)948-0461., N

CRANBROOK
David Lynn, editos of the Kenyon
Reviow, wilt locture 7 p.m. ;.
Thursday, Oct. © at the 1221 N.

Hitls.

cusses Steven
Pulltzer Prlze winnlng ‘Munln
Drasster,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 9 at the stora, 8800 Orchard
Lako Road, West Bloomfiald.
(248} 626-6804.

SHAMAN DRUM

RALFWAY DOWN THE STAIRS
Moot author W. Nikola-Lisa
author of “Shake Dem Halloween
Bonos,” 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct.
i1 at the store, 114 E. Fourth
St., Rochaster, 248-652-8066,



