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(TROWhSF)AS

[ The end of the 1997 road con-
struction season Is nearing, but
many projects are still in the
works Including the following:

‘Most dangerous?’

No fo:ta_ls: 12-Telegraph still gets label

W Beverly
Hills
Tho intery
soction of 13
Mllc and Evnrgrcnn ia being
Work is

8 Orlon Township — Bilver-
bell Road at M-24 will be
widened to include a Joft-turn
lano and tho right turn lane on
westhound Sllvurbell at M-24

1o be complotod this week.

B Birmingham — Adsmg
betwoon the northern city limits
and Madison Avenuo, is boing
resurfaced. The project ig
expocted to be completed this|
week, Detours route north
bound traffic along Woodward
and southbound traffic is
reduced to one lane.

® Bloomfield Township —
Squirrel Road, betweon Long
Lake and Wollvlew. is boing
resurfaced and reconstructed at
the north end. A detour routes
drivera along Adams and
Square Lake roads until thq
lway reopens in mid-Novemd
lnr.
Farmlngton — Grand River|
wlll be widened to include a left
turn lane and traffic signal at
the Shinwansoe intersoction.
.Bhiawasace, from Grand Rivor|
‘3 Farmington Road, will be
“¢losed during constructien
which should be comploted this
ymonth.
‘armington Hills — Expan-
of the Haggerty Connector|
-5} has closed 14 Mile Road,
otween Haggorty and Welch|
,until QOctobor 1988, A detour
[/routes drivers along 13 Milo
aninx and drainage improve-
"ments at the east ond of thq
lowbrook Hills subdivision,
_@r 8 NblnNnnd Hulnuxi will be

“Foad bridgs aver 1696 is under
repair. Intermittent single and
double lane closures aro sched-
uled on east and westbound 1+
896 nt Fnrmlngton Road unti

s

[ ] lndlpendence Township
White Lake Read ncar
Andarwnvxlle Road is closed to
thfough traffic. It in boing
-widened 'to three lanes and;
-nullgned with Nelsoy Road
tours route drivers downl
.m!h nghway to Andersonviilel
N camplotion in
2 vamber when the southorn;
te Lake Road wil

) turnad into a cul-de-sad
instead of intorsocting Anderq
sonville. Paving of the approach;
of Clement Streot to Andersond

Haggerty Connector (M-G) hasl
closed 14 Mile Road, botween|
Haggerty and Welch, until
October 1988, The southbound;
lane of Haggerty Road north of
8 Mile will be extonded. Al
dellnur routes drivers along 13
Ml

vilte will bo completed in mid4,
October.

B Novi — Expansion of thg Y

will be d. The projecta
are o to bo completed by
Novembor. The changes will
help with drainage problems.

# Oxford — An averlay of
pavement will be added to East
Streot between Washington and
Glaspic and on W. Burdick
botween Polly Anne Trail and
the west village limit and will
bo completed by mid-Octobor.

@ Rochestor Hills ~ Hamlin
Road is being reconstructed to o
four-lane boulevard from M-69
to Crooks Road. The project,
nxpocud to bo complete by the
spring of 1868, will include the
completion of the east-wost }ink
from the new M-59 ramp to var-
ious business facilitics. The
roadway is closed, except for
local traffic, with detours acrosa
M-69 and Avon Road, A left
turn lane is being ndded at the
intersection of Auburn Road and
Tochnology with n traffic light
installed. Thoe new light will
nspist residents of Chateau
Avon Mobile Home Park. Tho
gravel rondwaya of June and
Tamm will bo paved this month
The project is expocted to laat
30 days.

# Bouthficld — Greonfield
bridge over the Narthweatern
Highway (M-10) is under con-
struction for deck replacoment
with southbound Greenfield
cloacd and traffic dotoured along
Pembroke. Lanos are expectad
to reapen Qct. 30, 1897. Resi-
dential rondways cast of Lahser
and west of Arlington betwoen
Winchestor and 11 Mile are
undergoing spot concrete
replacement to be cumgleud by
Oct. 31. Ten Mile, between
Beoch and Inkstor roads, will be
paved due to detorioration and
Holy Sepulchre Archdi;

BY PAT MURPHY ‘M But the Intersection
oviry warza hasa't had a fatal acck

For the lnnt’tl_}rela ycnr;. thg dent in those three
interaection of Telegraph an:

Tuelve Milo Road has oequired Y923y @ven though the
the reputation as the most dan. 188t traffic count shows
gerous inmrnscd::u in Oakiand K to be the buslest in
County — statistically speaking.

That intersection has been, the county. The inter
after all, at the top of tho list section had n’lm
compiled by the Oakland County  Vehicles travel through
Traffic Improvement Aseociation it

(TIA) showing the frequency of
crashes.

But tho interssction hasn’t
had a fatal accident in those
three years, even though tho last
traffic count shows it to be the
busiest in the county. The inter-
section had 137,838 vehicles
travel through it. It had 181
accidents last year, down from
140 in 1895 and 101 in 1894,

The npparent contrast can be
explained in the comploexity of
the traflic statistics compiled by
TIA and funneled into agencies
that interpret them, according to
Robert. V. DoCorte, TIA vice

people were injured in accidents
compared with 20 the previous

year,

While the statistics, relensed
laat month, indicate high-vol-
ume areas and trouble spota,
Oakland etill has the safest
roada in the world, according to
Frank P. Cardimen Jr., presi-
dent of

Safer on average

Figures compiled by TIA indi-
cate Oakland hn 0.7 fatalitien
fg: every 100 m_ﬂl‘mn vehn:h:

and traffic

“The statistica are lmpnnnn! 3
sald DeCorte, “But they must be
interpreted carefully.”

Interpreting those statistics —
and making changes where pos-
siblo ~— {s the function of local

with 0.9 in the United Kingdom,
1.1 fatalitiea in the United
States and 1.3 in the Nether-

In bnkland. the intersections
with the highest number of

governments, the Road Commis-  crasghes usually have the highest
sion for Onkland County and the  yolume of vehicles, according to
Michigan Department of Trans- en,

pertation (MDOT). Here are the other Onkland

The mont grnphic example,
DeCorte said, is the intersection
of Twelve Milo and Bock roads

in Novi which had more than 30 -

people injured in ecach of 1993,
19884 and 1996,

MDOT had plans to change
the intersection within the next
decade, said DeCorte. “But after
seeing the number of injury acci-
donts for three consecutive
years, MDOT accelerated its
plans.”

The i WAS recon-

Cemetery, between Inkater and
Tolexracgh;r:ill bo glvie: A now
approach. The project is expoct-
ed to be completed by mid-
November.

B Troy — Adams, between the
northern city limits and Madi-
Ban Avenue {8 being reaurfaced
and is slated to finish this
week. Northbound traffic will be
detoured along Woodward and
aouthbound traffic will be
reduced to one lane.

‘)VOTE: Unlezs otherwise stated,
detours are unknown or not
plan,
Soskce: Local, county, ety and viltago
rosd bificisla
— Compiled by daff writer
Jennifer Placinto

Wreckage could play role

m PM‘ MURPHY

which two Detroit Red Wings
were disabled could play a cru-
clal’wole in the defonse of the
- driver charged in the crash,

aceording to his defense ntwrnay,

*T haven't been allawed to see
the wreckage,” said James D.
O'Connell of Highland Park, who
represents Richard A. Gnida,
who could face up to a year in
prison if convicted of charges
stemming from the Juns 13
crash in Birmingham,

“I don't know if there ia a good
defense (for Gnida),” said the
attorney. But if there il. the
wrecknge would be a
ing point, he said.

Gnida, 28, of ‘Westland was
relensed from jnil late Thursday
after posting $2,000 bohd. Earli-
or in tho day he had boen
arraigned in 48th District Court
on a gin, ln count of driving on a
suaponded license, second
offense.

‘Birmingham police Thursday

. lhn ticketed Gaida for careless

Olk[nnd County Prosocutor
David G, Gorcyca said that
charge, a misdemeanor, waa the
most severe his office could justi-
fy on the basis of toxicology

8

. Ee prosecutor said a loadms
: forensic  toxicologist

- informed hin office she could not

'testify that trace amounts of
- roarjjuana found in Gnida's sya-
tam after the crash were enough
ta Impair his driving.

Gnida plonded not guilty before
Magistrate Judith Gracey, who
posted bond over tho objections
Of Ausistant . prnlocuwr Jennifer

The wreckage of the limo in’

in limo driver’ s defense

Stao

“Hu (Gmda 's) driving record
showa a blatant disregard for the
law,” Baid Stovt Placing Gnida
ll‘ljlul waa the only vay to assure
he would not again get behind
the wheel of a car despite not
havinga valid license, she said.

".Gnida posted the $2,000 cash
bond and waa released about
11:30 p.m. Thursday. A pretrial
hearing has tentatively been set
for Oct. 20,

Gnida's defense attorney did
not accompany him at the
arraignment. “That'a becauso I
wann't informed of the time or
date, and I was in another court,”
said O'Connell.

Normally the defense gots bet-
ter notice, the attorney sald. *But
this 1a a high publicity case, and
thoy (the prosecutor’s affice) isn't
doing thmes normally.”

That's gnrhagn," responded
chief essistant Pr Jo!

structed and rebuilt, DeCaorte
said. Consequently, in 1996, five

County intersections the TIA
reporta with the highest number
of crashes:

* Southfield and Twolve Mile
roads in Lathrup Village and
Southfield, 99 crashes and a
gluily traffic count of 73,686 vehi-

o8,

¢ Auburn and Rochester roads
in Rochester Hills, 95 crashes
and a daily traffic count of

e Big Besver and Crooks in
Troy, 85 crashes and a daily
traffic count of $2,958.

* M-69 and Williama Lake in

BTAYY PUOTO 8T LAWRDNCE R, MCEXR

Sheer volume: Statistics tell this intersection’s story.

‘Waterford Township, 86 .crnsh-
©s8, nnd a daily traffic count of

4
. Elcven Mile and Southfield
in Lathrup Village, 83 crashes,
and a daily traffic count of
* Big Beaver and Rocheater in
Troy, 82 crashes, and a daily
traffic count of 90,134,
¢ Southfield and Ten Mile in
Southfield, 82 crashes, and a

daily traffic count of 93,349.

* Maple and Telograph in
Bloomfield Township, 80 crash-
es, and n daily traffie count of
* Elizabeth Lake and M-69 in
Waterford Township, 78 crashes,
and a daily trnff'c count of
86,102,

* Hamlin nnd Rachester in
Rochester Hills, 79 crashes, and
a daily trafTic count of63,133.

Opening arguments in Tobin
suit focus on tainted blood

BY SBANDRA ARMBRUSTER
‘OAXLAND COUNTY EDITOR

A verdict in the medical malpractice law-
suit against Providence Hoapital in South-
field filed by the family of Santhﬁeld'- for-

at 8 p.m., according to both sides, but nat
administored until midnight. .

Opening statements by Providence attor-
ney Jerry Kenney also indicated that he will
try to introduce doubt on the credibility of

mer public safety d will
depend on whather jurors Affves that hospital
officiale ahould have known that blood
d in a hi)

was tainted with bacteria,

That contention topped tho list of argu-
menta between both sides during opening
arguments in the case heard Thursday in the

in the trial. Kenney claimed that
expert witneases for the Tobin estate were
either not provid-
od with enough
information to
make a conclusion
or they did not
nu}z l‘orx enough

Oakland County circuit of Denise
Langford-Morris. The trial is expected to

take three weeka.

Rollin G. Tobin, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent and formoer police chief in Birmingham,
entered Providence Hoapital for the opera-
tion Nov, 12, 1893, He died the following
day. Tobin had donated three units of his
own blood for the procedure; another 17
unita were administered during the coursa of
two operations, according to the family’s
attorney. The socond operation took place
aftor Tobin started bleeding and his blood
pressure dropped.

‘While his death originally was attributed
to natural causes, the Oakland County medi-
cal examiner later insued a new death certifi-
cate, citing the bacterin as a cause of death,

Jurors also will have to decide whether
antibiotics could have saved Tobin's life after
the fourth unit of blood was given, which
both sides agree was tainted. t unit was
donated by n Wisconsin farmer at the Ameri-
can Red Cross, which does not test for the
are bacteria. The entibiotica were ordered

“complote rosults

“None saw tho

of the Center for
Disease Control
results,” Kenney
said. *Records
suggest the
inescapable con-
clusion that once
he raceived the
bag of blood” bacte-
ria were present in
sufficient numbers “to be lethal by the time
the bag was empty.”

Alsa in dispute is the point when the color
of the blood would have changed, indicating
the presence of the bacteria. Known as
Yersinia Enterocolitica, the bacterin is
unusual in that it grows in a cold environ-
ment, such as provided by the way bloed is
-wrcd.

rge Googasian, attorney for the Tobin
fnrmly will claim that the 31-doy-old blood
Tobin received should have shown a deep
purple color indicating the contamination.

Roliin G. Tobln

N. O'Brien 1IL “We notified hia
client in plenty of time, but
appaorently he {Gnida) didn't
notify his lawyer. He said some-
thing nboul hmng a new attor-

n
% Bnen did acknowledge one
condition he aaid wurmnteq:l a

Kenney, however, said he will show on cross
examination that the blood could have gone
another four days before a color change.

But Googasian notedthere were other
signs of the patient being in trouble: a drop
in white cell count {from 6,000 before the
surgery to 900 and a body temperature of
109.4 degrees, both recorded during the sec-
ond operation to stop the bleeding.

“The body was l'ghlmg with all its might
to stave off a mnssive infection,” Goagnmun
said.

Seizing on that point, Kenney repeatedly
stressed that the infection was too invasive
to have been controlled by antibiotics,

Teatimony for the plaintiffs was to begin
with a recorded deposition from an doctor
who has studied the bacteria in question, A
computer-generated video which the defense
wished to submit was disallowed by the
judge upon the objection of Googasian.

Judge Langford-Motris allowed cameras in
the courtroom over objections from the
defense’s Kenney. She also overruled his
motion for a mistrial, after Googasian told
the jury that members of the family would be
excluded from the courtroom, aince they are
puleminl w'n.nessen.

n ded his ing state-
ment by saying that Tobin'’s wife, Janet, has
“quiet recognition that she needs to do
for herself and for her protector” and thnt
the family wns asking for “nothing more
than what the law allows”,

Damages, according to Googasian, are
bnsed on Tobin's wish that only his own
blood be uaed, economic damages and losa of
the father to his children,

OAKLAND DIGEST

Cakiand Digest provides 8 summary of . the year and place a “Right to cuii Court. Nowoa’ sentencing is
headiing storias from sround the county  Physician Aid in Dying” proposal sct for Oct. 23
during the wesk leading up to Oct. 5. on the 1898 ballot.

BIRMINGHAM
Bohool boad passes casily:
d Hills School Diatrict

Gnida. “Ho's dangerous,” said
O'Brion. "He's had nix suspen-
sions of his liconse, and he must
be kept off the road.”

Re(fWing Vladimir Konstanti-
nov and team masseur Sergai
Mnatsakanov have been in
William Beaumont Hospital
sinco tho crash on Woodward
noar Sixteen Mile Road. Both
have made “ateady progress,”
aceording to doctors, but they
must undergo “months and
months” of therapy before they
can walk agsin,

residents Sopt. 29 approved a
$24.55 million bond issue to
improve school facilities. Each of
the bond lasuo's four parts passed
by about a 4-to-1 margin.
FARMINGTON

Drive for assisted-sulcide: The
founder of Merian's Friends, a
grass-roots organization that
favors physictan-assisted suicide,
will speak nt 7:45 p.m. Oct. 16 nt
the Farmington Library. The
group is trying to collect 850,000
potition signatures by the end of

¢

'ROCHESTER
Murder motive sought: Local

" investigators are working with

San Diecgo police in unrd_| ofa

SOUTHAELD

City complaint brings action:
‘Tho Michigan Public Services
Commission Bept. 30 ordered
Ameritech Michigan to correct

motive for the fatal sh of
Elizabeth Grob. The Racheater
Hills woman in August moved to

- *the arca from San Diego to take

caro of hor sick mother. She was
found dead in her apartment Sept.
27

Nowos gets manslaughten
Monies Novzoa, the Rochester Hills
woman accused of killing brother-
in-law Michaol Hockenberry, wi
convicted of mnanslaughtor Scptne;lo
by o jury in Oakland County Cir-

probl with ita 911 datab
‘The decision follows a complaint
filod by Southficld officinls alleg-
ing tho databaso provided incor-
rect addreascs for 911 calla
roceived by the city's emergency
department,
TROY

GM aponsors school court:
Thn Genoral Motors Foundation
recently donated $26,000 to tho
Troy Community Coalition. The
monoy is enrmarked for the

+ A

“Courts in the School&/Critical Life
Choices” program that will be pro-
sented to area students by Diatrict
Court Judge Michael Martane,
Mom goen to ACLU: Whils an
advisory committee at Walled
Lake Weatern High School ia con-
sidering dress restrictions for tho
pompon torm and other athletic
groupa, the mother of a pompon
team momber plans to take the
issuo to the American Civil Libore
ties Union. The achool's principal
recently ordered pompon equad
mambers to wear flesh-colored
body suits under their midriff-bar-
ing topa. .
«= compiled by staff writer
Nicole Stafford



