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Auto theft unit seeks to prevent false claims

TBY PM‘ MURPHY
‘m

- lf you're unlucky enough to
Have yaur car stolen in Ookland
County, don't be surprised if
‘thero aro tough questions to be
answe

: Not that you'll be grilled, or
trnnted like o criminal. If your
clmm is legitimate, you have
nothmg to worry about, accord-
ing to Sgt. Kerry E. Krupsky of
310 Oakland County Auto Theft

nit,

. v

But if thers are inconsistencics
or contradictions, you can expect
some questions, he said, “maybe
even a request for an interview.”

That's because the outo theft
unit likes to be thorough, Krup-
sky Baid, and to deter otherwise
honest pcople who might be
zcmptcd to file false reports to
mllccl insurance money.

- “As many as one in five theft
‘reporte are suspicious or out-
Tight false,” Krupsky vaid Tucs-
day, less than a weck after the
_eleaso of figures showing an 8.7
-percent increase in outo theft
‘state-wide.

- Oakland actunlly registered o
slight incrense in car thefts,
Krupsky enid, although figures
released by the Auto Theft Pre-
vention Authority showed o 7
percent decrease in 1996, com-
pared to 1995,

Stato figures didn't include
thefts in Pontiac and Waterford,
Krupsky explained. When those
figures (921 for Pontinc and 349
for Waterford) are includod,
Oakland registered a 1.6
increase in auto theft, rather
than a 7 percent decreaso.

One thing is cortain, according
to state and local officials. Oak-
land’s figures would undoubtedly
be much higher if it didn't have
the auto theft unit whose officers
look into suspicious or incom-
plete police reports,

*“There are some key things wo
look at,” said Krupsky, a veteran
of 21 years with the Onkland
department.

It’s ono thing, for example, to
leave a car running in the drive-
way on & cold winter morning
and a totally diffeFent thing to
leave it running in the parking
lot of a shopping center or
restaurant at night.

When a police report on an
auto theft has holes or inconsia-
tencies, police ask questiona,
Krupsky said. If the anawera
scem plausible, that might be
the end of it.

But if the answers aren't satia-
factory, “We may ask you to
come to the office,” said Krup-
sky. “It’s casicr to lie over the
phona than in person,” he soid.
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If — in tho face of serious
questioning — a person's stury of
theft atarts to unravel, things
happen, said Krupsky. What
started out a8 a reported car
theft, he 8aid, may becomo some-
thing quite different . , . like the
owner admitting he or she trad-
cd the car for drugs, or acknowl-
edgmg he or she lent the vehicle

Tud,

insurance company won't pay off.

“We need good evidence to
charge nomebody with insurance  box.
fraud,” he eaid. “But in civil
::nses. thu burdon of proof

todeny o c!mm) is less.”
That hard-nose approach to
mvenm‘nlmg auto theft reports

who was
ly involved in a crash.

“Sometimes wo seck warrants
for filing a false police report,”
Krupsky said, “sometimes the
porson withdraws the police
Toport.”

Somctimes the auto theft unit
{five officers and ono sergeant)
don't get enough evidence to
warrant charges. “But we might
raise enough questions that the

Medicare Blue.

pays dividenda, according to
David Tjepkemn, spokcsman for
the Auto Theft Prevention
Authority.

In Wayne County, where auto
thoft reportedly increased 21
percent, auto theft reports are
{requently handled by phone,
snid Tjepkema, with little, if
any, investigation. *“The report
you get from police is the report
you present to the insurance
company,” he said, “and that

auto insurance company.

storm.”

Attention
Medicare Beneficiaries

Introducing Medicare Blue. . .
a new alternative to
Medicare coverage.

Medicare Blue offers you:

v No premlum for basic coverage: premium of only $30 per month
basic coverage plus prescription, vision and hearing beneflts.

VA growing network with thousands of doctors and 39 hospitals right inv
the community

v Travel benefits for up to six months

Sound interesting?
For more details, call
1~ 888~535-5129

extensmn 600

. n .
sot of golf clubs in the trunk or
an expensive watch in the glove

Auto thofts — and fraud —
have a definite impact on ifsur-
ance premiums, said John E.
Carroll, senior public affairs spe-
cinlist with State Farm Insur-
ance, Michigan's second largest

“But so do other factors,” ho
said, *like hail storms or tree
limbs falling on cars during a

The average premium for an
auto insured by State Farm in
Oakland County last yonr was
$873, he snid. About $166 or
that, or roughly 18 percent, is for
comprchensive coverage which
includes thelt, vandalism, glass
breakage or damage from falling

Medicare Blue — more benefits than Medicare or
supplemental coverage combined!

Blue Care Network, the HMO affiliate of Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Michigan, has a new health care plan for Medicare eligibles -

Medicare Blue combines your Medicare and supplemental coverage * :
into one complete plan. You lose no coverage and gain many extra .
advantages such as preventive care, physicals and 1mmunizations.

objects, he said.

“You can't nttribute too much
(of the insurance prnmlum) to
theft, much less fraud,” said Car-
roll. “It's complicated, elthough
theft is a major component of
comprehensive coverage.”

Linda Leonard of the Robert
Ross agency in Bloomfield Hills
enid the increasing cost of cars
— particularly vans and luxury
vehicles — i8 a major factor i |n
comprehensivo insurance, .

“When we pay off for a bmkcn
windshiecld or a car-deer colli.
gion, it's one thing,” Lconard
eaid. “But some of these cars cost
$33,000, so when we have to pay
off becguse of theft, it's a big
hit.”
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