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How to avoid ATM surcharges Five ways to join a credit union™

ATMs sure are convenient,

You find them all over town,
I even at

stores.’ You can withdraw

monsy, deposit money, pay bills

and you can do it seven days a

week, 24 hours a day,

For ysare now, people have
been using ATMs more and
more. In fact, ATM usage has
never been higher. That's when
surcharges began. A surcharge
is a fee for using a spacific

hine in additi i

fee your own financial institu-
tion may charge you.
Surcharges have ranged from

those surcharging fees? Not at
all, With a little care and plan-
ning, you can avoid most — and
maybo all — ATM surcharges.
First of all, got a list of non-
surcharging ATMs. The
Michigan Credit Union League
is doveloping a statewide direc-
tory which should be published
soon but many credit uniona and
small banks will have lists
available for their own areas, As
e gencral rule, look for ATMs
owned by credit unions or small
banks, §8% of Michigan credit
unions have refused to impaso
an ATM surcharge and many

matter which ATM you choose,

Other ways to use ATMs eco-
nomically include:

*Tako advantage of "free"
transactions through local mer-
chants - especially grocery
stores - that allow you to "with-
draw" funda over your purchaso
price when you make a purchase
with your ATM card.

*Plan your.withdrawals more
carefully - make fewer transac-
tions for lnrger amounts. I used
to take out $80 or $80 several
times a month. Now I take $200-
$300 once a month.

*Connmerve your available

If you already belong to n
credit union, you know about
the cxceptional financinl service
and value you find there. If you
or your fricnds and family don't
belong to a credit union, but
would iike to, hero's how to find
a credit union to join:

1. Asgk the boss. Often you'll
find that the company where
you work offers accesa to a cred-
it union. Many employers offer
direct deposit of part or all of
your paycheck to the credit
union. This service helps you
save regularly, make efficient
deposits to your checking

ing a credit union. Most credit
unions allow credit union mem-
bers' families to join the credit
union also. Different credit
unions may define "family," dif-
ferently though. At some, mem.
bers of your immediate family -
spouss, parents, and children -

are eligiblo. At other credit .

unions, family may include
extended family members, like
cousins, uncles, and aunta,
Full-family membership
makes it passible to introduce
your children to prudent money
management using credit union
services at an early age. Sharing

rather than by ecmployment. or
somo other association. Ask
frienda in the community if they
know of a credit union you may
join. L.

4. Read the yellow pages,
Look in the Yellow Pagea under
*Credit Unions.” You moy he
surprised to find somo credit
unions near where you live oy
work. Call to see if you are eligi-
ble to join. Sometimes a credif
union that originally served only
emplayeed of one company has
since oxtended its field of meme
bership to other companies. . 4

6. Call 800-474-JOIN. The

less than a dollar to as high a5 amall banks are doing likewise. cash by using checks or debit account and even make loan & credit union account with your  Michigan Credit Union League
five dollara, . Unless you travel a lot, you cards whenever poasible, You payments. spouse makes household money  offers a servico to help you find

ATM surcharges arrived in  don't need to know how to find s can uso charge to0 but be 2. Poll your family members, management practical and con- & credit union by calling (800)
Michigan last Octobor and have hundred non-aurcharging  careful of running up high bal-  If your employer doesn't aponsor ~ venient. 474-JOIN. You'll hear an elacr

opread rapidly aince then, Even
the second largest bank in
Michigan, which had proudly
proclaimed last Fall that it
wouldn't impose ATM sur.
charges, has since quietly done
80. Burcharges have certainly
stripped some of the fun out of
using thoss convenient ATM
machines,

But are you doomed to pay

ATMa. Just find a few near

where you live, near where you

work and on your normal travel
utes,

ol 3

‘Having the list of non-charg-
ing ATMas ia a good start, but a
fow more tips may prove helpful.
For {nstance, only cash with-

-drawals are currently being sur-

charged. If you need to make a
deposit or transfor, it doesn't

ances on your charge cards that
you will have a hard timo pay-
ing off when the bill arrives.

*Examino your receipts and
atatements carefully. Sur-
charges on withdrawals may be
easily overlooked. Surcharges
aron't large but if you forget to
onter two or throe $1.50 charges
each month, your checkbook will
soon be out of balance.

a credit union, perhaps your
spouse's employer does. Or a
parent, brothor, aistar or child
might work-at a company offer-
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SUBURBAN FAMILY CREDIT UNION
WANTS TO THANK ALL THE CHURCHS- BUSINESS GROUPS AND ORGANIZED GROUPS
THAT MAKE UP OUR HAPPY FAMILY

8. Quiz the neighbors. Mony
credit unions have a “"communi-
ty" field of membership, serving
a region defined by geography
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Your Financial Partner

#ou've been looking for a safe place to put your money; for someone who will
listen 1o your credit needs; for an experienced investment advisor who will help with
your plans for education and retirement, We've been lookinig for you.
Come joln us and see why nearly 50,000 members have made us thelr financial partner for life.

Dearbom ® Wyandotte ® Livonia ® Westland @ Walled Lake w Plus 23 Other Locations Available

Where EVERYONE is Welcome!
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tronic message that asks fc]x[
some information that will help
find & convenient credit union
you are eligible to join.
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YOU’RE MORE THAN A CUSTOMER.
YOU’RE A MEMBER-OWNER.

Explore Your Advantages

As 8 Member-Owner at Dearbom Federat Credit Union, you have plenty
of advantages. For example, we offer interest checking, no-fee credit card
!~ programs and lower interest loans. We also provide conveniently tocated

ATMs and H

Enjoy Personal Attentlon

‘We work hard to meet your individual needs for financial services.
If you have a question, please cali or stop in. We're here for you.

Expect Five Star Service

Whether you're making a simple deposit or borrowing money for a
special purchase, you can rely on us to provide high-quality, dependable
service. As a Member-Owner of Michigan's largest credit union, expect

nothing less.

For more information call 313-336-2700 or 888-336-2700,
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service
your account when and where you need to.

0 yoU can access

cost you a bundle,either.

Full Interet connection for onty *195,95 a month,
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You'll get 100 hours of ftee usage per month; go over 100 hours bafore the
month’s up it's only an extra buck-glghty an hour.
It's easy to slgn up for Obsarver & Eccentric On-Linel—just use your

computer and log on to http:/oeoniine.com/subscribe.htm!
You'll hear from s with your new account within 48 hours after we

hear from you.

Rather pick up tha phona? That's cool. Our subscription lines are

Maybe you're using your computer to wiite the great American novel, o play cool games, o keep track of your inventory,
or tackle some spread shests. .
So maybe it's time for you to expand your horizons.
Go global.
You know, hit the Internat. Check out news, information and entertainment in your
own backyard and around the world.
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Internet access through Observer & Eccentric On-Linel isn't going to '47‘ <,
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ON-LINE.

313-5910500 or 248-644-1100.




