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SOMETIMES BEING LOW IS THE WORST.

SOMETIMES IT'S THE BEST.

Who says being low can't have its thrills? Take our Great Rate Home
Equlty Loans. The rates are so low, you just might clutch the person next to you
and scream for joy. You can use the equity in your horme for anything at all—
home improvements, a new car, even college expenses. There are
no points, no closing costs and no application fees. The interest
could even be tax deductible,

Your Great Rate can even be lower when you choose
automatic payments from an NBD checking account. So visit any

branch or call toll-free 1-800-CALL-NBD to apply. @

The right loan, the right rate - at NBD, that's not
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a tall order at all.
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FYA referrals decline

BY T1M SMITH
STA¥Y WRITER

Farmington Youth Assistanco
enjoyed another successful year,
accomplishing its quest of ateering
at-risk children awny from poten-
tial delinquency.

Proof wos offered during last
week’s 38th annual meeting of the

ents of the kida who havo issues
and problems,” McAleer said.
Besides volunteors, FYA banka
heavily on funding from the citics
of Farmington and Farmington
Hills, and the school diatrict. Tho
lattor also chips in with office
spaco, classrooms and buses.
“When you think nbout coalition
building,” she noted, “Farmington

ity based, vol -driv-
©n organization,

The breakfast meeting included
roports on 1996-97 programa,
“thank you's” and a future look.

The number of troubled youths
being referred to FYA caseworkers
by paronts, teachers, ghlico and
counselors decrensed from the pre-
vious year, but interest in the pro-
groms and activitics is rising.

Among those offering congratu-
lations was school board President
Linda Enberg.

“Farmington Youth Assistance
haos been in business for decades,”
said Enberg, to the gathering of
volunteers and community leaders,
“You have influenced the lives of
hundreds of at-risk children and
their familics.

“Your rcferral services, counsel-
ing services, parent clasaes, stu-
dent activities are making a differ-
ence, And for that, we thank the
people that have been involved in
this program.”

Small rewards

Youth Assistance Chairperson
Joaseph Svoke, also a member of
the school board, cited examples of
how programs are working, having
a positive influence on which direc-
tion children turn,

“One of the youngsters had an
invitation to a (FYA) camp,” Svoke
said, “and that camp made such an
impact that the kid called and
asked, ‘Can arrangements be made
so I can go to the reunion in
December?™

Another indicator of success,
Svoke continued, ia the lotters of
thanks to camp personnel and
counselors. “These are some of the
small rewards that come back.”

Such praise, howover prubably
wouldn’t be possible “without the
efforts of the volunteors,” said
caseworker Deborah MeAleer. Vol-
unteers logged approximately 760
hours, with 240 of those by the
family education committee.

That committee helped offer
“Children the Challenge” commu-
nication-building courses to the
parents of pre-school and school-
age children.

“These arc people who really
work hard, not only working with
the kids, but working with the par-

Youth Assistance has ono of the
strongest in the county.”

Concurring on the community
cohesiveness was Pamela Howitt,
deputy court administrator for
Ouakland County Probate Court,
which administers FYA.

“I sce all you here and realize
Farmington and Farmington Hilla
has a leg up on that as well,*
Howitt said. “You are here and you
are working together.”

Making pieces fit

Schools Superintendent Bob
Maexficld was succinct in his sum-
mation of Farmington Youth
Assistance, He described it a8 a
very challenging jigeaw puzzle.

“We have to make sure wo don't
have too many of one puzzle piece
and we have more of the ones we
need, . .We can't afford to duplicate
our efforts.”

With the 1896-97 story docu-
mented and conveyed, FYA is look-
ing to & new year and a new pro-
gram - retail fraud provention.

“What we find, is shoplifting,
retail fraud, is probably one of the
more common reasons for referrals
by police,” McAlcer explained. “If
we can get the children cducated
about the conscquences of shoplift-
ing, we think that that will be ben-
eficial.”

Such a program might further
cut referrals, McAleer said,

“I don't think I'l ever be put out
of business,” she anid. “I don't
think we'll ever not have a case
load. But, maybe we can help kida
make better choices when they are
hanging out with their friends at
the mall.”

Thanking Earleen

Mcanwhile, another highlight of
the breakfast was mention of a
newly formed memorial fund in
the name of Farmington Youth
Assistance vice-chairperson Ear-
leen Kisner, who died in April.
Kisner also was executive aasis-
tant to Maxficld.

The Kisner fand will be used to
help keep FYA programs and camp
scholarships going strong.

“Her memory will live through
this,” Maxficld said. “This is some-
thing she really cherished.”
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other suapected Legion-
naires’ cases nt the hoapi-
tal.

At the health divisfon,
Bird said the investigation
is continuing to =sce if
there is a link betwsoen the
two cases,

“Wo have chocked all
the area hospitals and
there are no more cases of
Legionnaire's lying
around,” Bird said. "We
continue to keep in contact
with the hoapitals.”

There have been six
casea of Legionnaires' dis-
ease reported in Oakland
County since last January,
but that’a not unusual,
said Rosemarie Rowney,
manager of Health Ser-
vices for the county.

“We expirionce about
#ix or soven cases 8 yeor,”
Rowney said. “We investi-
gate overy ningle case.”
She said there does not
appear to be a link among
the cases. And she
stresscd the current iden-
tified cases do not consti-
tuto an “outbreak.” *

“It's important to
remomber that Legion-
noires’ (bacteria) is around
us all the time in the soil
and water,” Rowney said.
Persona who come down
with the disease experi-
ence a lowering of their
resistance system.

Legionnaires’ disease is
a severe type of pneumo-
nia sproad by a bacterin
that thrives in warm mist
found in cooling towors,
air conditioners, hot tubs
and showers, It ia general-
ly not fatal but smokera
and people with weak
immune systems are espe-
cially vulnerable.

Finding & common
thread between the two
men may be difficult, Bird
said.

“With separate cases
there's not a lot you can do
to track it down,” Bird
said. ’

The last outbreak of
occurred last year in
Farmington Hills. Four
people died and 26 became
ill. The source was traced
to a roof-top air handler at
a Cattleman's market.
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Find out what you can expect at | i
our Great uxpectatlons seminar. b3 Nove
Great Expectations is a seminar for couples who are either think- ' ’ s
{ng of having a baby or are expecti.ng. The seminar prepares you with b3 e offering new classes in [
information on getting pregnant, life-style changes which come with 3 - 4
parenthood, how to choose a doctor and handling stress. Guest speak- i3S : QP: .’sz, HIP'HOP
ers include physicians, a maternal ¢hild health nurse and a financial X¥¥ and the newest craze sweeping the Nation
planner. *1 [ n b
The next seminar will be held Saturday, November 8 from XE] 'The Swing
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on the Botsford campus. Registration is b3 (Slagles and couples welcome, six week courses)
required and limited. Call (248) 477-6100 for reservations today! E] m
Botsford's Special Delivery Center has its own private -3 (ome ond dome mlm m ﬁm“ Stoﬁ in MWO
entrance, walting room/lobby and direct admission! our b3
specialized labor/delivery/recovery rooms allow you to stay £ j 28857 Orchard Lake Rd., Farmington Hills
comfortably in one room during childbirth with easy access to b3 5 Ve [
the latest technology. - 232 (24%)}553'0305
Special Delivery Center basiod | £¥¥  Call Now! Ddiice your way to the Top! 4
We baby you and your baby, every step of the way. genzrgi 1 Swaovwpy Y RANINAY v v §. 4
28050 Grand River Avenue Farmington Hills, M1 48336-5922 hDSP' « O¥Y v MVARAVRAAANS 3 RTINS W

e



