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Oaklund Community College Java
and Jazz Series features Ursula
Walker and Buddy Budson, 8 p.m.
Smith Theatre, Orchard Ridge
Campus, 27055 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills. Tickets $12, call
(248) 471-7660 or (248) 471-7700.

SATURDAY

> O Youtheatre

o opens its
34th season
with the new
musical “Big
Bad Wolf”
116.m.and
2pm.at
Music Hall,
350 Madison
Ave., Detroit.
Tickets $7 in
advance, $8
at the door,
(313) 963-

! g G L
Tour of World Gymnastics Champi-
ons, featuring all seven members of
the 1996 Olympic Gald Medal win-
ning U.S. women’s gymnastics team,
3 p.m. at The Palace of Auburn
Hills. Ticketa $35, $27.50 and
$13.50, call (248) 615-6666, or (248)
377-0100.

Hot tix: Macstro Erich Kunzel
and the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra “Take Five™ with
Jazzmaster Dave Brubeck in
five Pops Scries performances,
Oct. 16-19 at Orchestra Hall,
3711 Woodward Ave., Detroit.
Concerts 8 p.m. Thuraday and
Friday, Oct. 16-17; 8:30 p.m.
Raturday, Oct. 18 and 3 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 19. Tickets $42 to
$17 (box seats: $60), call (313)
833-3700.
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Three-dimenslonal: Diana Van Fossen (left to right) Avril Gentles, and Fiona Davis per-
form in Meadow Brook Theatre's production of Edward Albee’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
drama, “Three Tall Women.”
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Nancy Gurwin;
‘Presents’
quality shows

By K£¥LY WYGONIK
BTAF? WIUTER

Nnncy Gurwin
Presents opens ite
13th season at the
Anron Studio
DeRoy Theatre at
the Jewish Com-
munity Center
Saturday, Oct. 18,
with “The Sound of
Mugic”

Although she
waon't be appearing
in this show, Gur-
win can well iden- e
tify with Marin, o \\
young novice sent
by t!ge sisters to  NoNcy Gurwin
toke care of the Von Trapp Family,
when she sings —*I have confidence...in
me!”

“I performed on Brondway before I
got married,” said Gurwin, who atudied
theater in New York. “My husband Don
said, ‘Sere’s gome money, you have an
opportunity to do n show.” He thought
I'd get it out of my system, but I didn’t.
T wana suceessful.”

Gurwin started a dinner theater

WITH MOM

I'N

COMES TO TERMS

DRAMA

£

.ince the days of Euripi
des, coping with the aver
present influence o

compelling theater.

As Freud shrewdly observed: soon:
up doing both. Apparently, learn
ing to cope ~ and affording thera-

way.

mother (although she is quite lik:
able in the play).

snid Geoffroy Sherman, wh

Edward Albee’'s 1994 Pulitze!
Prize-winning play.

“Albee hus achioved peace with hi.
mother, and in the play ho show:
the way." :

The relationship betveen Albe

mothers has mndo for

Sophocles’ tale of Oedipus hns
cauoed more than a few restless
nights' sleep for pubescent boys.

er or later, wo cither run from our
mothers, sound like them or end

py ~ are inevitahle atops along the

Beginning next Wednesday,
Mecadaow Brook Theatre presents o
drama derived from a famous
playwright's catharsis inepired by
his oppressive and unlikable

“Three Tall Women’ appeals to
anyone who has or had a mother,”

directs the cast of — who else? ~
three tall women in Meoadow
Brook's upcoming production of

“There's on enormous amaunt of
love in the play” said Sherman.

RANK PROVENZAN
S TAFF W RITER

- M What: “Thrce Tall Wemen,* o ploy

f In two acts by Egward Albeo

B Whare: Maodow Brook Theatro,
Cakland Unlversity's Professionai
Thaatre Company, ‘Wlisen Hall on
he campua of Oakland Unlvorsity.
Rochoster Hills.

- M Proviews: 8 p.m. Wednesdoy-Friday,

Oct. 2224

8 Opens: 6 p.m. Soturday, Oct. 25

- Nov. 16 N

- W Parformances: 8 p.m. Tuosdoy-
Thursday; 2 p.m. Wednesday; 2
p.m. & 8 p.m. Saturday; 2 pm. &
6:30 p.m. Sunday.

W Tickets: $18432; (248) 377-3300
o (248) BA56666

- and his mother, however, was far
from blissful.

The cantankerous playwright
haos told interviewers that as an
o ndoptive son, he never felt wol-
comed ~ or loved — by hia socially
ambitious mother. He left the
house at age 17, and never wont*
r back, until the lost daya of his

mother's life.
dorn-di

o

“Three Tall Women” is a some-
what abatract play. The roulistic
first act is the superficlal; impres-
sionistic painting on which lnyers
and laycrs of psychalogical insight
will be heaped in act tvio. .

In act one, o 90-something elder-
1y lady spends time “smielling her
mortality,” alternately sitting in a

chair or being hustled to a Lath- .

room. Amid lucid times, ahc
reflects on her childhood, her mar-
riage to an extremely wealthy and
elfin man, and her alienation from
her son.

Two youngor women attend to
the contentious geriatric: an
eccentric, eprly 608 companion and
a mid 208 woman who has come to
help the elderly woman straighten
out her finances and estate.

The women congregate in the
older woman's opulent bedroom
from Bloomingdales arranged
against a black velour backdrop.
The sot designed by Meadow
Brook’s Peter Hicks creates the
impression that the drama is float-
ing over an ontniscient black void.

Appropriately, throughout
Albee's four-di of play writ-

Tho play § a Y
allegory ns much as collective
s therapy, a psychelogical journoy in
s coming to terms with a maternal

force that can neither be escaped
e nor denied.

ing, his work bas beon largoly
defined by how his characters
define life by the preximity to
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Exhibit recalls “A Hard Day’s Night”

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFY WRITER

Hurd to boliove, but John Lennon
would have celebruted his 57th birthday
this month. Lennon, who was murdered
in 1980 on the ateps of the Dakota in
Now York City, probably would be sur-
prised to learn of Tho Beatles continuing
popularity, or would he?

Now, the gencration which grow up
with The Bentles can relive tho oarly
years with an exhibition of 32 black and
whito photographa through Oct. 26 at
Laurel Park Place, Six Mile Road and
Newburgh in Livenie,

“The Beatles, Liverpool Days™ brings
back memorica of screaming females
thronging the fab four wherever they
travoled. Tho rare photos were taken in
1964 by Astrid Kirchherr, fianceo of Stu-
art Sutdliffe, the Beatlea' original basa
player, and distinguished photojournal-
int Max Scholer on the sot of A Hard
Duy's Night" and st their family homea

in Liverpool. Kirchherr, un aspiring pho-
tographer, spent many houra watching
the struggling band play clubs in Ham-
burg, Germany. She dated Sutcliffo and
traveled with the group until he died at
age 21 from a brain hemorrhago in 1962,

“I think it's & grent show and has a
multi-gencrationnl appeal,” said John
Sonego, spokesporson for Laurel Park
Place. “Im 38 and barely remember The
Bentles. The photos are cultural history.
People who grew up with The Beatles
can now bring their kids. They've heard
tho music on the radie and now they can
vigually experience the phenomena and
kind of major impact they had.”

The Beatles first appearoed on the
music scene in the early 1860s, By 1964,
they had just returned from America
where they'd appeared on the Ed Sulli-
van show. Their songs dominated the air
waves end ‘anyons who was anyono’ imi-
tated their faroun “Teddy Doy™ haireuts.

“Astrid gavo Stuart that haircut,” soid

Sonego. “A lot of French actors ware
wearing it and George Harrizon walked
in and snid ¢an you cut mine like that,
And that was one of their first claims to
fame, the mop top look.” .

Assigned by the German publication
Stern to eapturo Beatlemania, Scheler
asked Kirchherr, a longtime friend of the
group, to introduce him. The negatives
were never used and sat in storage for
40 years before Kirchherr and Schelor
collaborated on the baok "Liverpool
Days*

“The photoa are not.for sale,” said
Sonego. *They were published in Astrid'a
book in 1994, Only 2600 copics wera
mnda and now oyt of print, so this is a
rara opportunity to s2e pholes you'ro not
going to aee in other ploces.”

So fav, fans from San Dicgo to Florida
havo viowod the photographs. The
imnges includo Lennon and Paul
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, and opened with *I Do! I Dol*
at the Botsford Inn in Farmington Hills
with Phil Marcus Esaor. “We were
booked on off nights, Thursdays and
Sundays, for three months,” she said.
“The run sold out, and we stayed cight
months.”

After that successful run she plugged
into the dinner theater circuit present-
ing musicals and comedies at the for-
imer Vittorio’s in Livonia and other
venues.

“Don has alwnys been supportive,”
said Gurwin. “He was always there to
help me and take care of the kids.”
Danny, the youngest of their five grown
children, is a profeasional actor.

He starred with his mom in “Annie
Get Your Gun” ot a dinner theater in
Detroit.

“As the years went by, dinner theater
became less popular in the area, but by
then my name was well known,” aaid
Gurwin. “People would ask me when I
was putting on my next show.”

Truth be told, Gurwin said she was
beginning to fecl like a vagabond and
longed for a home. She npproached the
Jewish Community Center because she
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0 Sound of Music”

W ¥hen: Noncy Gurwin Presents produc.
tion opans B p.m. Saturday, Oct, 18.
Additional performances 2 p.m. Sunday,
Oct. 19; B p.m. Soturdays, Oc
1 and Nov. 8; 2 p.m. and 7 p.m,
doys, Oct, 26, Nov. 2 and Nov. 9.

W Where: Aaron BoRoy Studlo Theatro,
Jowish Community Center, 6600 W.
Maple Rond, Wost Bloomfleld

W Tickots: $18, $15 senlor citizens, $13
students (through high school), group
rates avalloble. Call (248) 354-0545 of
(248) 2881508

Season Schedule:

» “Chotus Line” - Opens Jan. 10

« “Funny QA" - Opons Morch 21

Fab four:
Max Scheler
took this
photograph
of The Beat-
les in 1964.
An exhibi-
tion of 32
black and
white prints
from this era
is at Laurel
Park Place
in Livonia
through
Sunday, Oct.
26.
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