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MOVIES

Despite détrazétors' “Tibet’ eplc; succeeds”

“Sceven Years
in Tibet” is the
first of two high-
prafile films to
focus on the
Dalai Lama.
And while it
may fall short of
its David Lean-
like pretensions,
this nearly two-
and-o-half-hour
¢pic remains one
of the better
films this year.

It's not surprising that a movie
as politically motivated as this
one should meet with controver-
sy. Nu less than three distinct
camps are protesting in front of
it for three very different rea-
sons.

Jewish groups question the
approprinteness of lionizing
Heinrich Hurrer. The Austrian
mountain climber who experi-
ences a apiritual awakening in

JOHN
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the early 19408 was reportedly
far more enamored with the
Nazi party than cither his post-
war autobiography or this mavie
lead us to believe.

In the movie, Harrer reluctant-
ly tokes a tiny Nozi flag from his
German sponsora. He refers
twice to “that dreadful war® and
can be seen mocking the Nazi
“goose step” with a band of
Tibetans,

He does retain his Nietzschean
superiority early in the film,
when he refuses to follow the
ordera of hia fellow climbers, who
will display German superiority
by climbing where no man has
climbed before. Harrer makes it
clear that his only interest lies in
the personal challenge.

When war breaks out with
England, Harrer's team is cap-
tured and sent to an Indian
prison camp. Harrer's many
escape ottempts finally succeed,
and he infiltrates Tibet's holy

city of Lhasa to weather out the
war. Someday he hopes to return
to hia wife, who he left pregnant
and angry back home.

The film’s second band of
proteators might be called the
Anti-Brad Pitt Society, primarily
comprised of jealous boyfriend.
eand pudgy film critics, This
group refuses to take Pitt sori-
ously as an actor, though I don't
think his presenco hurts the film
at all.

Mountain man Harror is the
kind of part that Pitt loves and
even thrives at. It's easy to lese
your pretty boy looka when
aporting five-month’s worth of
beard, scraggly hair, and eating
the steaming liver out of your
recently dead horse.

Then, when he arrives in this
rval-life Shangri-La, Pitt gets to
take his shirt off while being
measured by a pretty scam-
stress, He turns on o disarming
smile when he warmes in the
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presonce of the young Dalai
ma.

At first Harrer must lower his
syos and never stand nbove
Tibet's teenaged spiritual leader
{effortlesaly played by Jamyang
Wangchuk). Soon the two are
good friends, with the boy curi-
ous about everything. “You
know,” Harrer pointa out, “there
ure other ways to construct a
sentence besidea a question?”

Harrer's other change of heart
comes in the presence of a fellow
climber (British actor David
Thewlis) who embraces Tibet
immediately, settles down and
marries tho woman that, in
movies past, would have become
Pitt’s exatic love intorest.

Director Jean-Jacques Annaud
is no stranger to tho great out-
doora (he made “The Bear” in
1889) and fills the movie with
stunning shots of the Himalayas.
Despite some obvious computer-
enhanced viewa of the ancient
city, Annaud recalls the awesome
swoep of David Lean, whoas
“Lawrence of Arabia” ia atill the
high water mark for this type of
epic,

Harrer's soven years in Tibet
are that country’s most tumul-
tuous, as the newly formed Com-

SCREEN SCENE

Drama: The Dalai Lama (Jamyang Wangchuk) meets: ,

Heinrich Harrer (Brad Pitt) for the first time and is
fascmated by his yellow hair in “Seven Years in Tibet.”

munist govoernment wants to
unify its holdings. Tibet, with its
respoct for the individual and
policy of anti-violence, decsn't fit
in with the plana, and China
comes off as stoic and heartless
invadors.

This is where the third group
of protesters comes in. They are
protesting not the film, but the
Chincee government, which the
deposed Dalai Lama has been

trying to negotliate with ever:

since his ouster several yenrs

ago.
Like it or not, “Seven chra in
Tikat” has opened the eyes of
American moviegoers (myself !
included) to Tibet's struggles. !
And Harrer and Pitt have suc- i
cessfully Prepamd us for Martin.
Scorsese’s trip across similar.:
ground later this year. "
John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. To' -
leave John a voice mail message; +
dial (313) 953-2047 on a touch:
tone phone, maitbox 1866.

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movic theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Baldwin Theatre 416 South
Lafayette, Royal Oak. Cail (248)
541-6430 for information. ($10)

“Dr. Jeky!l and Mr. Hyde"”

{USA - 1920). 8 p.m. Oct. 18; 2
p.m. Oct. 19. John Barrymore
plays the dual role in this silent
version of the Robert Louijs
Stevenson horror tale. Theater
organist John Lauter will per-
form live along with this silent
classic, atill best known for evok-
ing horror without elaborate spe-
cial effects, only the acting and
makeup employed by the great
Barrymore.
Detivoit Film Theatre Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward, Detroit. Call (313) 833-
2323 for information. ($6.50;
$4.50 students/ seniors)

“La Promesac” (Belgium -
1996). Oct. 17 - 19 (call for show
timoa). In a district necar
Antwerp, s 15-ycar-old boy helps
his lying, awindling lather run a
network of illegal immigrant
labor.

Main Art Theatre 118 N.
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Oak. Films play through ot least
Thursday, unless noted other-
wise, Call (248) 542-0180 for
information. ($6.50; $4 students,
seniors and matince; $3 twilight)

“Washil (USA

Detroit Filmmakers Coalition.
Call (313) 255-0098 for inform:
tion and prices.

Independent films and videgs,
from across the country age
showeased in this sixth annu
event. Oct. 16 at 7 and 9:30 p.;
at the Majestic Theatre in
Detroit. Oct. 17 - 18 at the Sev-
enth House in Pontiac.

Southfield Center for the |
Arts 24350 Southfield, Snu:;h

ficld. Call (248) 424-9022 for >
inft ion. ($3) :

- 1897). Jennifer Jason-Leigh
ond Albert Finney star in this
adaptation of a Henry James
novel about an awkward rich
woman who ia caught between
her over-protective father and a
penniless suitor. (Starts Friday)
Metropolitan Film Festival
Various locationa in Metro
Detroit. Sponsored by the

“Gentlemen'’s Agreement”
(USA - 1947). 7 p.m. Oct. 17. THis
pioneen’ng Hollywood treatment |

of anti-Semitism stars Gregoyy !

Peck as a writer pretending to

Jewish and discovering rnmpnnl. <

anal

discrimination, John Garfield do- ,'
stars, Preceded by a lecture frdm 7

er
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around the Clarkston/
Waterford area covering

Opportunity to get your
advertising message to
your friends & neighbors
at affordable yellow page
advertising rates.

Complats Yeilow Pages
Gulde targeting you,
area, FEATURING NEW 4-COLOR
PROCESS ADS designed to fit
your business neads.

Easy To Use Directory-
Our dirgctory Is known for
s large, easy to read

print in the white & yellow
pages making usape fast &

4 Facts You Should Know
About The Clarkston/
Waterford Area
Telephone Directory

es Buying
i market

Call 1-800-338-5970
To Place Your
Advertising
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ating you i ouch with your workd.
7557 W. Michigan Ave. ® Pigeon, Ml 48755 @ Fax (517) 453-2973

TIME HAS
COME
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