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Win Shulers, Sanders and

full of unique items from their

Pair flls gift baskets wzth goodzes
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*2%3You just closed on your dream
homc You're broke, but jubilant.
~zAayou turn the key and walk
'lhb the hall, a beautiful gift bas-
~.Xut full of cleaning products,
plastic bags, paper towels and a
colorful dish towel that reads
Home Sweet Home" greets you.
What o wonderful surprise from
our renl estate agent.
d, what a fun way to moke u
ng for the two clover women
. bchmd The Giving Spirit Ltd. a
gift basket company located in
Plymuuu\'a 0ld Vilinge.
«, Barb Levengood of Plymouth
took n buyout from Scars eight
.. yeqars ago to start the company
. t‘l:pm her basement. She was
Joined a few years loter by part-
.y apr Cecilia Hinske of Cantan.
Together they grew the company
- into a successful business that

Stmh

Ponplo just love to receive
Open and Eat baskets full of
treats," Hinske said. "They make
the perfect gift after funcrals, for
office partica, when you bring the
new baby home, We have gifta
from $4 (Jike mugs filled with
sweots for teachera) on up to
infinity. Wo can accommodate all
taste levels and we welcemo chal-
lenges.”

‘The poir estimate they sell
between 3,000 and 4,000 gift bas-
keta each year. The front room of
their “shop” ot 748 Starkweather
acrves as n showroom and the
back room is an assembly area
with coolers that keep perish-
ables fresh until delivery.

Their professional customora
include business folk, real estate
agents, nttorneys and builders
who want gift baskets to thank
clients. They can offer wnlk -in

t B d selce-

not only creates gustom ml‘t bml-
kets, but gift
for Michignn manufucturers like

pri
tions or create specinl baskets

:
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-Chnck full of charm: The award- wmnmg Polar er
Express bashet, $250, was created by Levengood.

shelves.

When a Mary Kay Cosmetics
saleswoman needed product bas-
keta for her clienta, The Giving
Spirit comoe to tho rescue with
packages so pretty in pink.

They recently opened a web-
gite in the Internet and werc
amnzed to receive their firat over-
sean order from a woman in

russels, Belgium.

"Watch onlookers whonever a
dolivery man brings a gift basket
to an office," advised Barb.
“Everyone follows him to see
who!s gotting the goodies. It's
such a festive moment. You just
can't beat a basket filled with
inzeresting items when you're in
doubt about what to give same-
one.”

The women attend gift basket
conferences to stay current in the
field, and have even won industry
awards for their croations. This
year in Chicago they captured
honors for the Polar Bear
Express design created by Barb
for tho holidays. At $250, tho pro-
sentation makea a dolightful gift
for cithor grandma or grandson,
with a big white stuffed Polar
Bear sitting in a train-shaped
basket filled with cockies, can-
dies, drink mixes and a copy of
the kid’s classic "The Polar
Expresa."

A great homecoming gift might
be The Italinn Dinner Baskot.
It's Jined with red and white
plaid towels holding breadaticks,
a jar of Ragu sauce, Mueller's
Aapaghetti and Wishbone salad
dressing. Any college student
would apprecinte the laundry tub
filled with popcora, eoft drinks
and crackers.

All baskota are filled with
American-made food products.
Bottles of alcoholic beverages
like wine or Bailey's Irish Cream
must be furnished by the giver.

For delivery in time for the hol-
idays, orders should be placed
soon. Inquiries are weolcome at

{313) 469-4506.

Y Lz Cuoatont
Wrap it up: Barb Levengood (left) and Cecilia Hinske (right) of The Gwmg Spirit in
Plymouth, can wrap up a basket of treasures for anyone on any occasion

Help! Send us your munchie recipes

As wo put together our holiday gift guides, we're hoping to include a
page tull of quick, casy recipes thut make great gifts to take to school,
office, the lab, or an impromptu party.

Specifically, we're look.ing for reader-tested and touted cookies, drinks,
munchie mixes, hors d'oeuvres or dips that do the giver proud.

Along with the recipe, please include your name, address and daytime
phone, 80 we can call with any questions. The Eccentric Newspapers will
provide a special gift to each reader whose recipe is chosen for publica-
tion in the gift guides.

The deadline for rempen ia 'Puendny. Nov 11, 1997. Mail your submia-
sion to: Susan DeM. c/o The Bi ham Eccentric, 805 East
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009. Or fax them to (248) 644-1314. :
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IN FINANCE
CHARGES(2)|

PLAY THE SUBURBAN
FORD DEALERS DETROIT
RED WINGS SHOTS ON
GOAL PROMOTION,
REGISTER TO WIN A PAIR OF RED
WING TICKETS ORA 2 YEAR LEASE
OF A 1898 FORD EXPLORER. NO
PURCHASE NECESSARY, SEE
DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.
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