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Frlendly Russians adjust to Western ways
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Arnold Kricger was 12 when

* his family left Budapest, Hun-

, to emigrate to Cnnada, The
yollr was 1955, one year before a
Hungarian revolution was
ed by Sovict tanks.

d traveler, visited Ruusia for
t0g¥iret time and was able to sce
ﬁ‘ fecta of Russin’s own inter-
¥Rrovolution away from com-
ismm.
B was an exciting trip,”
ger said. “I've always beon
| pigued by Russia, drawn
use of the culture, history
ita impact on the world.”
ieger, managing director of
or, Wittus and Co. accoun-
in Southficld and a Birm-
am resident, has traveled
nsively thronghout Europe,
ding several trips back to
Hiy native Budapeat, but he had
cver had an opportunity to visit
)i in until an auction at the
ety Club. He was actually
id, but the winning bidder
ted a trip to Paris instead, so
WAtger wat called to buy the
unnmn trip.

{“Hungary’s more central
Europe culturally, it has allied
itmelf with Austria rather than
wigh the Enst,” Krieger said. “I

d Rusainn culture totally dif-
ot with its orthodox influ-
e, And, I've always loved

‘music, Tehaikovsky.”
+“Kricger and his traveling com-
;mnmn arrived in Moscow on
July 4.

d

ia year Krieger, a seasoned,

* state ecanomy and aren't hoppy

M ‘We never felt threat-
ened. We wentto a
nightlife sectlon and
walked until well past
midnight.’

“We nover felt thr
Krieger nnid. *We weny
arbat, which is a nigh |
tion, and walked until well past
midnlght and still folt saf$.”

Krieger said they made con-
tact with the average Ruanun
people when riding on the metro
system (and ‘trying to decipher
Cyrillic'alphabet) or exploring
the flea markets on a Saturday
afternoon. He said the Russians
are juat beginning to underatand
how to live in & markot eednomy.

“Russians have always boon
highly educated,” he said.
“They've achioved a trempndous
puccess in tho scienco pnd tho
arta. It will bo a bumpy ; d but
they have a bright futur

He said it was capomu]ly
upsetting ts see the older poople

who are having the hardest timo
adjusting. He said they've lost
their safety net prov:ded by a

about it. For the young, he said,
the changes arc a challonge that
they scem to welcome,

*“I was surprised by the Ameri-
can influence. The Ameritan dot-
Inr was widely traded, A lot of
baseball caps and blue-jeuns are
evident,” he said.

‘The highlight of Mosecow was
the Kremlm Knegcr said the
and GUM,

' “Many people on
‘bc,fnc: that it was n national
holiday and congratulated us on
July Fourth, They were very
asware of the fact, They know
nfore about the U.S. than we
know about them,” Kricger said.
The trip festured three doys in
Moscow, an overnight train trip
and three nights in St. Peters-
btrg. The day would usually fea-
ture a bus tour or muscum tour
in the morning and then frec
afternoons and evenings.

thc gmnt department store, arc
here in the famous “fortress”
which encircles Red Square.

The more westernized St.
Petersburg was a contrast for
Krieger.

“Moscow is very big and dis-
connected,” he said. “ St, Peters-
burg is smaller, a beautiful city,
called the Venice of the north
because of its canals, The archi-
tecture is harmonious and the
government is spending lots ol

GREAT ESCAPES

(
il
H
+

Omate shopping: Arnold Krieger stands before the elaborately decorated GUM department store in Moscow.

money to rebuild.”

Kricger said he was surprised
to find he was in the lond of the
midnight sun. During the period
he was there, St. Petershurg was
dark for only three hours a doy.

The high point in St. Poters-
burg was the Hermitage, the
famous museum’in the former
Winter Palace. Krieger said they
spent a day at the Hermitage
bhut could have easily spent a
week.

“But we didn't want to spend
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all three days doing one thing,”
he said, “We took a boat on the
canals. We did a lat of walking
and spent time at the cafes,
drank vodka and ato caviar.”

Krioger and his companion
took in the usual cultural activi-
ties. In Moscow they attended
the Moscow Circus and in Saint
Petersburg they saw a Kirov
Bullut production of “Swan
Lake.

Not everything about Russin
met with Krieger'a approval. He
said the food was not up to the
atandards of other European
countries. And many people in

Russia are poor by any atan-
dards.

“There was o huge opartment
complex, built along the shere of
the North Sca during the Stalin-
ist era, that scemed to go for
miles and they were all boarded
in. The balconies have been
boarded to create extra roomsa
because housing space is so lim-
ited,” Krieger said.

Krieger's next trip, scheduled
for late August, was to be a bicy-
cle trip through Provence, simi-
lar to a trip he took to Tuscany a
couple years ago.

Though Russia is far from the

sunny ambiance of those two
places, Krieger said be enjoyed
the trip very much and found the
Russian people very friendly.
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WE ARE
OPEN

The hot action and excitement are

back at Casino Windsor™ and
Northern Belle Casino™

After a temporary shutdown due to a city-wide labour protest,
Casino Windsor™ and Northern Belle Casino™ are once again
open and operating at full capacity, 24 hours a day, every day.

Please join us and enjoy the action at your favourite slot and
table games, and to experience the customer service that
is unmatched in the industry.

Again, we apologize for any inconvenience
the temporary closure may have caused our patrons.
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