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Oakland woman persists in leukemia fight

BY RENA FULKA
SPECIAL WRITER

‘Mirella Panozzo makes hor
training runs through the streets
of Birmingham's downtown dis-
trict And sometimes on the out.
door track at the city’s Seaholm
High School.

It’s not a passion for the sport
that sends‘the petite Italian
teachor on the rond to building
bodily endurance. Sho runs in
hopes of a cure for Leukemia
patientsa like 4-year-old Mark
Filippi of Clintan Township.

As n member of tho Leukemin
Socicty's Team in Training pro-
gram, Panozze set o goal to raise
$4,000 in pletlges as sho runa the
26.2-mile Honolulu' Marathon on
Dec. 12 in honor of her new
friend.

Though the Bloomficld Town-
ship woman’s heart remained
true to the cavse, sponsorship
hns fallen desperately short.
Botween the pledges and her
fund-raining block party, Panoz-
zo has only tallied $1,400. “IT’ I
could get tha money right now, I
could do it,” she said.

But with the marathon only
weeks away, the Oakland Coun-
ty woman feels compelled to
postpoge her commitment and
hopo for the beat by the time the
next marathon rolls sround in
June.

Panozzo’s desire to help others
in crisia was sparked shaortly
alter she recovered from n chron.
ic shoulder condition of her awn
that took seven months of physi-
‘el therapy to heal. “For weeks, I
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in my mind becauso I wasa so

unable to de anything for so

long. I Beo this s a reaction to it.

1 want to tell myself that I'm fine
.. that I'm finally O.K."

Loukemin bocame Panozzo's
central focus in August when sho
received a letter describing the
marathon and nsking volunteers
to attend a mecting in Royal
QOak.

“I went out from that door and
thought this was crazy. I'll never
be able to run all thoso miles,”
said Panozzo, who betome an
navid walker when her illness loft
her unable to drive a car. “But by
the time I got home, I was con-
vinced I could do it.”

‘What she wasn't propared for
was the difficulty of reaching her
financial goal.

In'an attempt to raise the bal-
ance of her funding, Panozzo
held a block party at her home
two wecks ago featuring a family
fun walk, crab race, drawing
with 78 gifts donated from area
businesses, the Seaholm High
School Pep Band and face paint-
ing and pumpkin decorating by
the St. Regis Youth Group.

The honored gucst was Mark
Filippi, who came with his par-
ents, Dan and Ida, and his sister,
Deanna. “He was holding my
hand all the time like we knew
each other forever,” anid Panoz-
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z0, wha met Mark for the first Helping others: Mirella Panozzo (left) hopes to help Mark Fillipi, age 4, ir his
fight against leukemia by running in the 26.2-mile Honolulu Marathon. A fund-
raiser at IL(.'I" house was to arrange money for the trip. She is still short ofher goal.

time that afternoon.

Now in remission, Mark was
dingnosed with Acute Lympho-
cytic Leukemin lust Novaml er
and is ip the midst. of 30 monl
of weekly ch«.moihumm’ lru{t-
ments,

~“Fhe’'Leukemia Society uskqd
us it wo'd like to-have Mark
bacome an.‘hionored patient;”
said-Ide; “Thore nro 24 mdmdu-
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Panozzo's lap as he relatod tha
* fun ho had as tha’ guest of honor
» at the ‘block party. His fascina-
tion, though, wny with the pamp-

kios dnd Hallaween decorationa -
lovidgly placed around the .

houne. “Guess what I'm gonna be
for Hatloween?” nsked Mark. “It
starts with'a ‘B:' Yenh, Batman,”
As she pereists in reaching her
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the year 2000, they hope to have
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The following B[mnnn)um:'
businesses have offered con-
tributiona to Mirella Panoz-~3
z0's loukomia fight: Adven-]
tures in Toys, Bella Donna ]
Nail & Facial Boutique,J3
Birmingham Computer,”}
Bloomfield Optical Conter,>
Boston Market, Brady’s Tav-
ern, Cullular Inc., Dick’:
ODaw's, Gail's Offico Supply«
Co., Gallory of Fine Oriental .|
Rugs, Great Harvest Bread ]
Co., Hallmark Wallpaper &~
Paints and Hansel and Gro-
tol Shoes and Dancewcar. .

Kennice Bashar Snlqn.
Kentucky Fried Chicken,
Krogor, Ln Roche Artifacts
Int., Inc., LESPRIT Intorior
Dunign, Mnry'n Cookies &,
Bakory, Orthogonalit, o)
Parmley's Paint & Bo
‘Works, Coleen Pozzuoli, Prox.
Hardware- Ne:ghborhood;~
Hardware, Specialty Lee'al]
Dr. Dougliis L. Sweeney,y’
DDS, MS, Periodonticsy
Sweet Dreams, Sydnoy Boggi ]
Fine Home-Made Cnndxqs,‘
and Chocolates, Tho Grea
Frame Up, Training Effect
Birmingham 'Fitness & lef"
Equipment and Wnndwnrd,1
Camera, Inc.

Premier Pet Supply in
Beverly Hills, Carl Sterr |
Natural Shoulder Clothing,"
Roxie Salon and Tan Faster
in Bloomfield Hills, Electri-
cnl Torminal Service and
Ram's Horn in Royal Oak, D.
Schmaltz & Co., PC, CPA in_
Southfield, and California’
Pizza Kitchen, Inc., The,
Franklin Mint and Gnllr
Hallmark in Troy.
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PLAY THE SUBURBAN "
FORD DEALERS DETROIT:
RED WINGS SHOTS ON-_
GOAL PROMOTION. "'
REGISTEA TO WIN A PAIR OF RED .
WING TICKETS OR A 2 YEAR LEASE J
OF A 1998 FORD EXPLORER. NO . ¢
PUACHASE NECESSARY., SEE- =
DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. i
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