Thursday
October 30, 1997

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR 220 YEARS

Tull rules: Harrison High's
Marching Band finished
a close second in its cate-
gory at the state champi-
onships at the Pontiac
Silverdome Saturday. /A%

For councll: Check out a
Q1A by four candidates

for Farmington Hills City
Council on A4 and The
Observer’s endorsements

on A20.

B - ENTERTAINMENT
Theater: This Tuesday,
the Fisher Theatre begins
a two-week run of Steve
Martin’s much-publicized
comedic play, “Picasso at
the Lapin Agile.”/E1
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Parks tax isn’t
aquatic plunge

"BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Some wonder if renowing the parks and
millage means Farmington Hills will dive
head first into a commitment to build an
outdoor aquatic facility.

Included in the half mill renewal on the
Nov, 4 ballot is $2 million in seed money to
eventually build an aquatic center. A few,
including one city council challenger, ques-
tion the need for such a facility.

A swim conter is far from reality, even if
voters renew the millage. The $2 million is
seed money, but at least twico that will bo
needed to build an outdoor facility.

The rest would have to be made up
through cither granta, bond or millage
requests, said Paul Jacokes, who is
spokesman for & group in favor of the mil-
Ingo renewal.

Qrants, obviously, are preferable. Parks
and recreation commiasionors have
received $6 million in grants during the
past 11 years.

Ancther variablo is a recent proposal by
a privata company, which offers to build
and operate a facility that would draw from
a wider arca than Farmingten Hilla. Tho
city would have to provide the land.

The $2 miilion then cauld bo used to buy
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Pact OK ends Power Road feud

By LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WHITER

As the city attorney
went over tho finer
dotnils of a ponding
consent judgmont,
Powor Road residents
in the sudionte listened with their
arms folded and, ot times, with heads
down,

The inevitability of a 27-home devel-
opment on the natural beauty road
became clearer with each parsing item
of the agreement, which was epproved

at Mondey’s Farmington Hills City
Council meeting.

The pact onds two years of court
wrangling and paves tho way for Oak-
wood Hilla"to proceed — much to tho
chngrin of existing residents.

The council passed the ogreement 6-
1 with Councilman Terry Sover dis-
senting for “philesophical” reasons,

“You feel 27 homes coming in is u vic-
tory; we don't agree,” said Maureen
Thicring, North Power Road Associa-
tinn president. “We feel there is gaing
to be o prico paid for this coming into

Farmington Hills.

“Whon do we stop having consent
agreements and take it to court?”

The consent judgment, which is a
binding agreement enforced by Oak-
land County Circuit, settles a lawsuit
brought by the developer against the
city over tho rezoning from RA-1 to the
more restrictive RA-1A.

Oakwood Hills also sued rosidents
opposed to the development, but that
suit waa also dropped as port of the
agreement. Residents named in the
suit will be reimbursed for legal costs,
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. said John Donohue, city attorney.

With RA-1A, the developer was limit-
ed to 24 lots. Ho would've been entitled
10 36 lota under RA-1,

The 27 lots was seen &a a COmMpPro-
mise. The developer must adhere 16
RA-1A zoning requirements otherwiso;
Donohue said.

“It'a a completo resolutian of all prob-
lems,” ho said.

Council members concurred.

Had the city won in a court fight,

lcaso 900 PO , A8

Circle of trust

Plan for
Super K
requires
city cash

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WIUTER

Before there's o blue light special at
an Orchard Lake Super Kmart, the
developer needs a green light to cap-
ture city tnx money.

Othenwise, the whole 76-acre projoct
won't get past red, the developer said.

Malan Realty representatives met
with Farmington Hills City Council
members during a study sesaion Mon-
day to outline their neced for o tax
incremental finance plan, possibly
through a downtown development
authority. Council members asked for
more information on how much money
necded to be colleeted.

Council members are skeptical about
the iden of a DDA or T1F, which they
ree ns.n tax break. .

“I think they'ro going to have to
prove their case,” Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi
said.

e e . Hrary MIore oy JEFY KILsin
Giving It a whirl: Advanced life skills students from Dunckel Middle School and adult supervi-
sors warm up via the “Merrily-Go-Round,” before
Boys & Girls Republic. The exercise helps participants get better acquainted and lcarn to trust
each other, essential to success on the course. For more on the course and how it’s used in
Farmington schools, please sce page A3.

hitting the Challenge Ropes Course at the

Council meinbers approved the
planned unit development in July for
the project, which includes a controver-
siul 24-hour Super Kmart on 76 acres
on the southeast corner vf Orclinr:
Lake and Northwestern. -

Thousands treated to
Halloween fest in town

By TiM SMITH
STAFY WRITER

was put together by Sallen and manag-

or Lori Stanko, and foatured man-
nequins (di bled, of course), with

Saturday’s fourth annual Downt
Farmington Halloween Fun Fest
turned out to be quite a win-win gitun-
tion.

Costumed trick or troaters got their
candy and an opportunity to partici-
pate in a variety of activities under the
big tent in the Downtown Farmington
Center parking lot.

And businesses drew shoppers or
future shoppers to town.

*It's torrific exposure,” said Judy
Downey, executive director of the spon-
soring Farmington Dewntown Develop-
ment Authority. “It’s the one cvent. .
.that just about every business partici-
patea in.”

Abont 3,000 people ~ including 1,800
kids — enjoyed good weathor, treats

and the chanco to walk past many .
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and spooky storefront doco-

down cheaper for
said Dan Pottsr, Special Services director.

“We haven’t made any movement
towards bonding at this time,” Potter said.
“I’s liko putting the cart before the horse. I
don't seo that belng an issue until we sec
what the company has to offor.”

The City of Novi is asking voters to
approve o $4.5 million bond issus for a
state-of-the art aquatic center. Thore ia
organized opposition to the bond request
there,

A proposed aquatic eentor for Farming-
ton Hills, developed by an ad hoc it
teo four years ago, includes & wave pool,
lazy river, water slido and lap pool.

A similar facility wos built in 1992 for $4
million in Troy, which was funded by that
city’s budget and not vated by reaidents.
Theo facility has lost money since it opened.

Voter concern over an aquatic conter in
Farmington Hilla hes been limited to ono
phons call, Jacokes said. .

“[ got one call frum a guy who wanted to
know why we needed an aquatic center
when wo niready have a pool at the Costick
Center,” Jacokes snid. “When I explained to
him that i much moro than juat a pool,
he seemed to be vatisfied.”
. r-
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“Tho streets wero very crowded,” said
Larry Sallen, owner of The Clothes
Encounters on Grand River. “It was
probably the best turnout I've ever
seon for this.”

Sallen’s busincss featured one of the
more ambitious, and scary, displays. It

perfectly placed dabs of red point and
other eerie details.

“We had people who wore all around
there, staring at the window,” Salten
said. "It was kind of cloudy that dny,
and we had the (window) lights on” to
add to the effect.

Sallen snid there has been mostly
positive renction from people to the dis-
play, which he put up to spark atten-
tion in his business and in downtown,

“I don't like to make comparisons,”
Sallen said. “But it'd be nice if we had

a Birmingham-Royal Onk {atmo- -

sphere), that's why we did our window.
It's to generate rome interest, contro-
versy." |

Those who weren't up to gotting
spooked in front of the woman's con-
tomporary clothing store had options.

Somo of the featured free attractions
of the fun fest, besides trick-or-treat-
ing, incluged: a petting zoo, pony rides
and meonwalk trampoline (under the
big tent); “Court Yorga ~ Vampire,” a
_movie shown at the Civic Theatre; a
children'a costumo party sponsored by
Metrobank; and a pet costume contest.

Four youngstera each won a $50 sav-

ings bond from Metrobank for their Loft.
croative costumes, Their nomes were
not available, said Metrobank’s Rick  think,” said Bob Marshick, co-owner ot

Discount coupons were handed out, event good for the kids, parents and
along with tho candy burs and peanut  the town. -

butter cups, nt places like The Korner :
Barbers, Big Apple Bagel and Gold Please sco WWEﬁ,_AB

Plcase sco SUPER K, KE_

STATY P1OTO IT JUFY KIRoRLL

Take one: Olivia Asta, 1, left, and sister Madeline, 4, eye the bowl
of treats with help from grandma, Chris Gilmore, at top left.

“ An had almost 1,400 come in; I

The Korner Barbers. He called the

it'll be a ‘Day for Strings’

and other p

Guest performers from the Detroit Symphony
Orch ta will join more
than 350 young string players and instructors from
Farinington Public Schoals’ for the sixth annual

FARMINGTON FOCUS

*“Day for Strings 37" on Saturday at Harrison High.
Music cliniea will bo held throughout the gchool

starting at 10:30 a.m., with a apecial, free infor-

manco” for parents and friends st 3 p.m. in the gym.

Kathy Dornan’s day

Farmington Hills City Clerk Kathy Doman has
been selected as president of the Michigan Munici-
pal Clerks Association.

To mark the achi the city
Monday, Oct. 27, ns Kathryn Dornan Day. :

Domnan has been city clerk for nine yuars, starting
in August 1988. She proviously worked as deputy
clerk for 8% years, Her nine-year tenure alse includ-
ed n atint as acting city mannger before City Manag-

er Daniel Hobbs was hired.

For Doman, whoge day was in her honor, it was
business aa usual. She was at tho council dais for
Monday's regutar mecting. .

“Thoy just proclaim it's hor day, but they don't lot
her have the day off,” a person in the city clerk’s
office said.

Keeping down the devlis

A “full presonce” is promised tonight for the Farm-
ington Public Safoty Department to curb potential
Devil's Night mischief, ssid Crodr. Maria Putt,

A ding to Putt, a full pl of reguinr
officera will bo augmented by part-timo public safety
reserves. Typical teon gathering places auch as

school playgrounds and parks will be regularly
patrolled and feature extra lighting.

“We're going to give apecinl cmphasis to the
schools and city parks,” Putt said. *. . .We just want
to take away thrt opportunity” to be disruptive.

Putt said Devil's Night has been quict in recent
years, with “hardly any activity.”

But In Detrolt. . . AT

Of courso Devil's Night arson fires aro still a big
denl for Detroit. )

But Farmington Hills-based Yesainn Music .
recently produced a song “No More™ (Lat the Angels
Rise and Siug) as part of public service announce- - . _
menta running on WYUR, WJR and WJLB radio ~
stations, . N

Dan Yenasian said thoy put togother the song as ©
part of this "worthwhile community offort” afte
requests from Myron Stokes, publisher o 1§ Mation
Magazino, and Detroit Fire Mu'rshnl\w.iy‘ Gildon.
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