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A typical light voter
turnout for a city election
in Farmington Hills
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Sdrah Fisher’s
students aren’t
often problems

BY T SMITH
BTAFP WRITER

One recent incident aside, Farmington
schoals officials last week emphasized that
youngsters from the Sarah Fisher Home for
Children who attend classes in the district

- genernlly don't pose safety or disciplinary
problema. .

On Oct. 21 at Power Middle School, an
11-year-old student ~ who was then living
at Sorah Fisher — lost control after some-
one reportedly threw a gum wrapper at
her. Before she could be restrained, the girl
swung at a classmate; battled to get away
from three ataff members; and later
attacked a Farmington Hills police officer
by punching, biting and kicking the officer
in tho groin, according to police reports.

Students who attend from Sarah Fisher
typically mesh well with those from tradi-
tional homes, according to Donald Cowan,
Farmington schools’ executive director for
K-12 instruction and specinl services. And
angry outbursta can happen to anybody.

“The staff there did a wonderful job-

working with the situation,” Cowan said.
“A 1ot of times, any of us might have an
emotional situntion — an argument with
your wife, mother, girlfriend - and some-
thing happens. It's the ateaw that broaks
the eamel's back,

“I don't think this had anything to do
with what was thrown at her.”

The student was taken to Children’s Vil-
lage in Pontiac and will not return to the
school district.

“This was an absolute first for me,” said
Norm Luebke, Power assistant principal.
“In my nino years here, this is the first
time a student cven touched o teachor.”

Luebke snid there wasn't a fight. “She
wanted to leave the room and (otaff mem-
hers) were holding the doorknob to keep
ber in. Sho was out of control.”

According to Luebke, the girl was one of
“n couplo” students attending Power this
year from Sarah Fisher, which is a private
facility located at 12 Mile-Inkater in Farm-
ington Hills,

*We have limited enroliment in regular
clnsscs and they're doing great,” Luebke
soid.

Superintendent Bob Maxfiold said nbout
75 children from Sarab Fisher (which takes
in special needs children from throughout
metro Detroit) are enrolled into a program
coordinated by tho district’s special educa-
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city council Tuesday for four-year
terms. '

Four candidates sought the three
open seats on the sevon-member coun-
cil. -

Cheryl Oliverio, who is mayor pro-
tem on the current council, led in
votes with almost 29 percent of the
9,669 votes cast. The city has 64,269
cligible voters.

Right behind Oliverio were Jon
Grant with 28.6 percent and Jerry

Number watch: Mary Ellis, wife o

Below, the re-elected team of council me.

Ellis for council

Muyor A Vagna's reacts to
the vote

Hills’

voters
big on
parks

By RICIARD PEARL
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Martin Shousha-
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Farmington Hills Councilman Jerry Ellis, points out votes on

heryl Oliverio at Farmington Hills City Hall Tuesday night.

Grant,

o
the future. Page A18

Ellis with 28 percent.

The fourth candidate,
former council membn~lassie Kurze-
jo, got just under 14 f 2ot

The turnout of 18.6 pcreent of eligi-
ble vote - “is typical” of a non-guber-
natori. non-presidential election,
gaid City Clork Kathy Dornan.
“Unfortunately, people don't think a
city election is important enough,” she
said.

Councilman Terry Sever, who was
not running, snid Oliveric told him
she feared she wouldn’t got any votes

mbers Jon Grant, Oliverio and Ellis are all smiles.

Voters reaffirm

Yecause she didn't get the Observer's
endorsement.

“I told her she'd be the top vote-get-
ter,” said Sever, who said he's watched
city clections very closely since losing
his first bid for a scat 16 years ogo.

Sever said.Oliverio’s door-to-deor
campaigning helped her.

Oliverio said her concern in the
coming years would continue to be
public safoty. With an aging communi-
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Tucsday night
what a lot of Farm-
ington Hills voters felt about that
doy's park and recreation millage
election.

The longtime resident, speaking
as he left his Gill Elementary
Schoal polling place, aaid he's seen
what parks can do for a community
and “I'd like to sce it happen for the
next generation.”

‘The desire to benefit today's
youngstors waa reflected in a lop-
sided vote that extended the 0.5-
mill tevy well into the next century.

With 72 percent of the voters
favoring it, the proposed extension
of the expiration from June 30,
1999 to the same date in 2009
passcd by a 4,130-vote margin.

The levy means a home valued at
$150,000 would be assessed about
$37 mare per year in taxes,

Voters also passed o related issue
- Charter Amendment 2, ensuring
that Woodland Hills Nature Park
kecps its natural setting and
wildlife habitat — by an even higger
pereentage, Some 87.5 percent were
in favor, for a whopping 7,050-vote
margin. -

The victory of both issues reflect-
ed the citizens' confidence in the

current city council, particularly
with regard to spending tax money
ng it eays it will, said incumbent
Councilwomen Nancy Bates,

“When we put n proposal out
there, we deliver what we gay we'll
deliver,” Bates said.

Shoushanian, a resident of the
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Developer’s advocate

up for his housing projects

Schafer stands

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAYT WRITXR

A mayor chows your head off and an
elderly resident complains one of your
newly built houscs is blocking out the

sun.

Worst of all, you cannot oven get the
crpot guy out to your new home.

The typical day in the lifo of a devel-
oper, perhaps, but Steven Schafer just
drives on, Or, at least he tries.

The partner of Phoenix Land Devel-
opment stops hia sporty red Cadillac in
the middle of 13 Mile - holding up traf-
fic behind him - to point out cne of six
or soven projocts his company hos
going in Farmington Hills alone.

“Everyono is always honking at me,”

Parents charged for ho

By Tin SMrmit
BTAFY WRITER

Tho parents of a 17-year-old Farm-
ington High School senior were
charged with providing alcoholic bever-
agea to minors during an Oct. 26 keg
beor bash in Farmington.

According to Farmington police
reparts, the teen’s mother and stopfa-
ther hosted the party at their residence
on Saxony and supplied the beer.

said Schafer, 39, turning down a side
road after getting beeped by an irate
motorist. “When I'm on the road I've
got blinders on ... 'm always looking at
property thinking, 'Oh, there's a piece
of land to develop.'” .

Schafer’s knack for in-fill develop-
ment - where new homes are wedged
in between gxisting subdivisions - gets
him tied up'in traffic at city hall, too.

Out in front

Such projecta carn equal amounts of
council members’ consternation and
resident wrath. Unlike other develop-
ors, Schafer doean’t hide bohind
smooth-talking attorneys or intermedi-
aries; ho faces detractors head-on.

But police reports alsa included
denials from the pareats that alcoholic
boverages wera being consumed by
minors in their house.

Party-goers tald police that beer kega
wera located in the basement, said
Mike Wiggins, doputy director of the
Farmington Public Safety Department.

Some estimates had more than 100
teens at the party, but Wiggins this
week could not confirm whether that

“A lot of light is
shed on Steve at the
moment because he
has a lot of projects
going on in the city,”
said Dale Countegan,
Farmington Hills
Planning and Com-
munity Development
director. “What com-
plicatos things is he's
out front on all of
them and personali-
ties tend to got
involved.”

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi chastised
Schafer for being insensitive to resi-
dents near his dovelop Schafer

SIAYY PBI"IB"M Mﬂ\‘l’\!u.
Nelghborly: Steven Schafer pauses outside one
of his projects in Farmington Hills. :

shot hack that the mayor was béing
unfair. Vagnozzi later admitted he may
have been & little rough on the develop-

sting teen b

total was nccurate. Party-goers paid $6
to come in and “drink as much as they
wanted,” according to police reports,
Farmington High School principal
Jim Myers said it was his underatand-
ing that “n considerable number” of
studonta from his school were at the
party, which began about 7:30 p.m.
Wiggins said misdemoanor tickots
were issued against both parents tho
night of the party for violating the
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eer bash

Farmington city ordinance that forbids
“furnishing alcoholic beverages_to
minors under age 21.” Maxinium
penalty: 90 days in jail and a $500 fine.
Police reports indicated the parents
“supplied a motel room and alcohal” for
a party several weeks oarlior, also
attended by high schoal students. .
Also charged with miedemoanory the
night of the Saxeny party wero tvo
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Grant dances into town

tesy of tho F

Look for the first annual Farmington Festival of
Dance to invado the community next mun.th, cour~

turat Affairs.
Local d

i Aren Arts C
grant from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cul-

and &

ston proposed the idea last spring.

ructor Eric John-

um at 20 o.m.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

will porform “DANCEABOUT 1697" by the Detroit
Dance Collective at the Farmington High auditori-

Schoola.

and the Detroit Dance Coltective.

The cvont ia presented by the Farmington Hills
Dopartment of Special Services, the Farmington
‘Aron Arts Commission and Farmington Public

Halloween's over |
Things wore so slow at Precinct 1 during Tues-

- \
\

‘With the grant, the festival achedule is sct up as
follows:

# Mondny, Dec. 8, an open dress rehearsal of the
Detroit Dance Collectivo, directed by 1907 Farming-
ton Artist in Restdence Barbara Selinger, will be
hosted at Farmington High School.

M Tucaday, Dec. B, tho Farmington Public Schools

B Thureday, Dec. 11, a_master class in modern
_dnnce will bo presented at Farmington High.

8 Friday, Dec, 12, tho festival culminates with its
grand finole featuring performances by Farming-
ton's best doncers in any style of dance {including
Jocal studion or achool dance programs). The even

will nlao feature performances by Barbara Selinger

day's Farmington City Council élection, that
precinct worker Harry Faris couldn't atop himaclf
from waiking down the hallway and standing ncar
the exit, peering out toward tho parking lot, It waa
as if he wns trying to will voters to arrive.

*T'm trying to scare thom in,” said Faria.
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