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Warrlors edge Bulldogs in tourney thriller, 29-2

HY BiLL PAEKER

With tears of joy welling up in
his cyes, Walled Lake Westorn
split end John Bolender grobbed
Eric Sago in a headlock and gavo
his tcammate o huge congratuln-
tory hug.

The hug was coertainly
deserved, considering Sage's
founh-qunrtcr touchdown rallied
tho defending Class AA state
champion Warriors to a thrilling,
29-28 victory Friday at Brighton
in the Region 3 playoff opener.,

Forced to play fullback for the
first time in a game after starter
and leading rusher Dave John-
son went down with an injured
ankle in the first quarter, Sage
came up big and scored tho win-
ning TD late in the fourth quar-
ter on an improvised play.
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He finished with 104 yarda on
26 carrics after running thoe ball
just 36 times throughout the
entire nine-gamo regular season.
Western (9-1) travels to the
winner of Saturday’s Bolleville-
Ann Arbor Huron game in the
regional final next weekend.
“When Davo went down, thoy
moved me to fullback, and coach
{Chuck Apap) told me he
believed in me,” Soge said. “I
Jjust kind of figured sooner or
later something would happen.”
Unfortunately, the win didn't
come without a price. Johnson
received o contusion on his ankle
late in the firat quarter after

‘starting the game with 104

yards on cight carries, including

O,Leary from page E1

a 72-yard TD run to open the
scoring.

Johnson was unable to return
and wab scheduled to have the
anklo x-raycd. Starting left
guord Adam Bobola was injured
late in the fourth quarter, also,
and taken to tho hospital for pre-
cautionary measures.

It was Bobola's encourage-
ment, as he was boing placed in
an ambulance, that gave Sago
some added inspiration.

“Adam’s last words wero ‘36
moro yards,” so we had to do it
for him,” Sago enid.

Bobola was injured with 4:08
remaining in the game. The

arriors wero trailing 28-23 and
scnior quarterback Frank Stan-
ford (108 yards on 22 carrios)
had just given Western a first
down at the Brighton 36.

game, which North won 16-10
over Howell.

“I told them they ought to
walk around and be proud of
themselves, of what they did.
Thoy brought Rmder Pride back
to the program,” ho said.

O'Leary admitted to being *a
little emotional” for his last two
games,

Before the final home game
Qct. 25, the school paid tribute
to O'Leary for his contributions
over four decades during a
pregame ceremony.

“I honestly thought thoy were
talking about Knute Rockne,”
snid O'Leary, 65, who hod a 75-
81 career record after taking
over as varsity coach frnm Ron
Holland in 1883.

The Raiders won or shumd the
Northwest Suburban League
championship in 1983 and '84.
After joining the Western Lokes
Activitics Association in 1986,

North tied for the Lakes Division
title in 1986 and '87 and won it
outright in 1991,

Before the last game at How-
ell, O'Leary read a poem to his
playera that he had written.

“It wasn't one of those “Win
one for the Gippor” kind of
things,” he said. "It didn't apply
as much to me as.us, becanse we
all finished it up together.

“My thinking all year long was
that it's a journey, and this was

another trip. Iju‘st wanted to
zgguy every moment of it and {
id”

When tho Raiders stoppod
Howaell's offensc one last time
and it became apparent North
was going to win the gams,
O'Leary said he burst into tears.

“There's no way anybody
expected us to beat Howell
oxcept us,” he said. “The kids
just willed itw happen.

He added: *It was weird get-
ting on the bus and knowing it
was the last time.”

O'Leary, who plans to continue
teaching biology at North, was
an assistant JV coach from 1965-
69, the JV head coach from 1970-
74 (with a 39-6 record) and o
varsity assistant from 1875-82.

When he graduated from Wis-
consin-Plattoville in the summer
of 1965, OLeary said it was hard
to find a Jub in his homo atate,

annual high school all-star game
in Auguat, has two daughtora
and a son who live in Wisconsin,

He plans to visit thee more in
the summer — aomething he
couldn’t do because of the sum-
mer passing league and condi-
tioning program — and enjoy the
outdoors,

*Sometime you have to step
down and enjoy the other fnm.s
of your life,” he eaid.

*Until this year, I wasn't hnv-
ing fun. I thought I could deal
with losing, but it really bothers
you when you're not having suc-
cess. It was time to let somebedy
clee como in and see what they
could do.”

O'Leary’s memories include an
undefoated voraity season in
1866, North winning the Class A
title in 1970, the Raiders upsot-
tmg No. 1-ranked Brother Rice

ause d their
contracts in April.

Algonac and Warren wanted a
chemistry teacher, but O'Leary
wanted to teach biology. North
Farmington needed someone to
teach that subject.

“I took a left at Chicago; that
was all I knew,” he said. “I drove
all the way up Grand River,
because | had no clue where
Farmington was. [ drove up and
they hired me on the spot.”

O'Leary, who will coach in the

in the 1978 lemlfnnls, a 98-8 win
over h d John Glenn
in 1988 and an overtime losa to
No. l-ranked Harrison in the
1981 Westorn Lakes champi-
onship game.

“This year was special, too,” he
said. “Thoy were the greatest
bunch of kids; they were phe-
nomenal. [ never had to yell at
anybody for not hustling.

is year, even though it was
fun to have the season we did, it
wouldn’t have mattered.”
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Canter: Brisn Lowis, 6-1, 250, senlor,
Facmington Harison.

Interior liseman: Mike Fisher, &3, 260,
senlor, Farmington Hamison; Matt Lawson, 6-
8, 200, senlor, Livonia Frankin; Dave Cocd).
nal, 87, 310, senior, Walled Lake Central;
Nash Swariz, 85, 288, senior, Westisnd Joba

Gienn,
Tight w‘ Mixe Hoad, 6-1, 200, Junior,
Faemi ison.
Wide naolnr Ricky Bryant, 6-1, 155,
tunicr, Farmington Hamison: Erlc jones, 611,
183, sophomore, Westl lonn..
Quacterbach: fllnl( Slln'urd, 510, 170,
senior, Walled Lok
back:

J hnwn 59, 200,
m; Reggie Spear-
extiand oba Genn;
., sanior, North Farme

Down tineman: Brysn Grider, 510, 195,
seniof, Northvitis; Dan Thompson, 6-0, 188,
senior, Walled Lako Westem; Brysn McGhee,
61, 235, [unior, Facmington Horison,

Knd/OLB: Erstt Foater, B:1, 208, funlor,
Farmington Harrlson: Rysn Dren, 6.0, 220,
senlor, Walled Lake Westemn.

Linebackar: Soan Clak, 511, 215, senlor,
rd, 510, 225,
Joa Higgins, 62,
230, Junior, Walled Laks Centeal.

Bachs: Zack Comwell, 510, 180, ll;“:l.

North Farming1ion; Seon Hi

195, sanior, Walled Lak,
Speclalist: Adam 'nm. 50, 185, sonlor,

Nortmilla,
ALLWESTERN DIVIHON OFFENSE

Cantar, Rick Styes, 80, 230, senlor, Wesl-
om.

Interior lineman: Chris Gad|ov, 80, 240,
sonior, Harrison: Kevin Mroczha, G-1, 240,
senlor, Plymouth Canton: Jobn Furmanhi, 6-
1. 265, junior, Frankiin: Tea Boworsos, G-4,

270, Junior, Norttwille.

Tight and: Nick Calzze, 60, 170, Junlar,
Westom,

Wide recelver: Ryan Regner, 511, 190,
senior, Franklin: Jett Husak. 5.9, 465, senlor,
Northvilie,

Quartesbsck: Jared Hopkins, 6-3, 200.
senior, Havrison,

R back: Anthony Grech, 59, 185,
sonior, Franklin; Chils Ghannam, 5-7, 175,
sonlor, Harrison; Chils Whittington, 64, 220,
senior, Northville.

82, 195, senlor,
-2, 215, senlor,

. Tibus,
Fronktin; Ched Stevanson, 56, 185, senlor,
Westemn,

Backe: Karsem Smartt, 80, 165, sonior,
uwl-on, Gano Peters, 6.0, 185, unler
Northville: Andy Robinson, 510, 185, sen)
Wostem.

Specielist: Joe Ghannam, 80, 170, Junlor,
Harrlson,

ALLLAKES DIVISION OFFENSE

Coatar: Louls Htsuse. 8.0, 228, senir,
John Gl

Intartr Noeman: Matt S1. Cher
285, seclor, N. Farmington; B
223, senlor, Farmington 3
235, sarios, Joha G Chod tm- 63, :m
senior, Contrat,

Tight end; Dave Shew, 68, 200, wonior,
Central.

Wide recetver: Ross Matheson, 6-3, 170,
senlor, Central; Mstt Blddinger, $-9, 167,

610.

ks Cory Heltach, 63, 170,
Junlor, Central; Justin Berent, 6-8, 200,

jathan Bruce, 0-1, 105,
e Schanidt, 58, 175,

ALLUAKES DIVIRION DEFENSE
Oown line: Don Lipsinki, 6-2, 230,
senlor, Centr 58, 185,
senior, Selam: Eri¢ Goldston, 5.10, 194,

sonlor, John Glona,

£nd/OLB: James Fowler, 6.0, 105, senior,
Central; Teono Wileon, 6-4, 205, senior,
Sale

em.

Linabacker: Brott Burlason, 8-0, 190,
senlor, Salom; 63, 220, menior,
Cantsal; Jake Tharp, 6-2, 210, sophamore,
John Glenn,

Backs: Jason Rofge, 60, 175, senior, Cen-
trat; Chris Galns, 5-8, 135, senior, Livonia
: Chet Roes, 510, 159, sonlor,

Speciallet: Orvid Viane, 611, 183, senior,
Jlon.

Northvile: Fiob Abbot, Stovo Jamason. aon
Kaitla, Mixe Uvanos, Aysn McCracken, Rob
Reel, Joft Scott, Tim Velry; Frankdin: Chria
Howall, Gary Kukutks, Nick Mongeau, Adam
Sexton, Clint Walker; Canton: Nick Allon, Pat
Holtand, Brian Museer, Mark Popsjoy;
Chorchit: Corsy Cook, Davic Dedgiotis, Nick
DeParro, Mark Giska, Ryan Kesiney, Dals
Sentth, John Pokisywaickl,

TAKES HONORABLE MENTION

W.L Cartral: Chris Cogawell, Mark Dollsle,
Nick Hall, Todd Hawke, Matt Jenkins, Josh
Kittle, Kris Kiann, Chff Lafond, Lonco LoPratt,
Brysn Lindstrom, Nick LeTarte, Stova Smith;
Sohn Glenn: Jason Crofion, Dobty Mackenti
Marlan McCtendon; N. Farmington: N
DBojl, Cartnr Campboll, Safi Grossman, Sem
Long, Seon Matuazak, Pst Macek, Kent Tay.
lor, Amtan Gowoal. Tom Motsn; Sstem: David
Clomons, Andy Kocolaskl, Jason Lukanlk, £ric
Petorson, BIll Samcayk, Jos Tebben, Rab
Welch, Matt Fair, Tony Besnhoidt; Farming-
ton: Nick Colsan, Sleva Economy, Mark
Ontach, $0dd Richordson; $tevenson: Chris
Datiolo, Dan Shay, Jason Sorge, Rysn Tobin,
Dave Tuer, John VanGuren.
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Waestern covered thoe final 36
yards in three plays. Sage
capped the drive when he broke
froo on the right sido and sprint-
od 32 yards to the ond zono. Tho
two-point conversion attompt
failed, but the Warriors wero
now ahead, 29-28.

“Tho play is designed to go to
tho loft, but I saw an opening to
the right,” Sage said. *I cut back
and it was thero.”

The Warriors were fortunate
to escape with the win. Brighton
senior quarterback Drew Henson
finished his high school carcer in
style and almost single-handedly
defeated the Warriors.

Henson comploted 22 of 44
passes for 347 yards and one TD,
o 49-yard pass to senior wide
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receiver Stovo Schaft in the first
quarter to tio the gamo, 7-7..
Henson also rushed for 65 yards
and scored second-half TDs on
runs of 11, 12 and 2 yards,

Henson mamhed the Bulldoga
to midficld following Sagce's
fourth-quarter touchdown. But o
sack on Henson by Dan Thomp-
son and Rynn Oren loft the Bull-
dogs focing fourth-and-22 from
the Weatern 47. A fourth-down
pasa was dropped at the 6.

The Bulldogs also fumbled
away their chances eorly in the
gome, Western capitalized on
two of three second-quarter
turnovers to take a 17-7 lead
into the break.

Suoge recovered a fumbled punt
roturn at the Brighton 2 and

PBS/R-12
P158/80R-13
P1B5/BOR-13
P178/80R-13

it
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scored on first down, Lucmnn
Gonzolez' extra-point kick gave]
tho Warriors a 14-7 lead. !

Whon Western was stopped ons 1
its next possession, the Bulldu"m N
fumbled another punt. Doug:’
Noubeck recovered for Western,
at the Bulldog 31, leading to o -
37-yard field noal by Gonzalez
with 48 geconds left in the balf.

Brighton scored on both of its
third-quarter posscasions, to .
take o 21-17 lead.

Stanford sprintcd around 1o
end for & 3-yard TD run with!
7:24 left in thn gnmo to put‘
‘Western on top, 2

But Honson und t.hu Bulldoga
marched 80 yards in six plays on-
their next possession and took a
28-23 lead on Henson's 2-yarder:

P178/70R-13
P18S/70R-13
P183/70R-14
P19S/70R-14
P185/80R-13
P1BS/76R-14
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