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Food bank makes plea
for holiday donations

BY RENA FULKA
SPECIAL WRITER

When Helen Kozlowaki sizes up the
staples in the Food Bank of Oakland
County’s three warchouses, she seca lit-
tle in the way of holiday fare for the 117
emergency food distribution agencics
she serves.

That means the upcoming holidays
may not be so cheerful for many of the
66,000 Onkland County resi who

sauce ond stuffing.”

Since 1986, the Pontiac-based Food
Bank of Ozkland County has been pro-
viding food and personal care items on a
regular basis through a network of
emergency food pantries, soup kitchens
and shelters in a seattering of communi-
ties that today include Birmingham,
Bloomficld Hills, Rochester and South-
field. There is no chargo to the agencies
for food beyond a 12-cent per pound

i fee. The ization i

depend on the supplements to stave off
hunger.

“The ngencies want holiday food and
that's not the kind of food that's usually
donated here,” said Kozlowski, the Food

"Bunk’s executive director. “We will

make sure when Johnny sits down on
Christmas Day that he will be fed, oven
if it's 8 hot dog. But we'd like Johnny to
have the same kind of memories we all
have of steaming turkey, cranberry

5
also affilinted with the Food Bank
Council of Michigan, Detroit-based
Hunger Action Coalition of Michigan,
Gleaners Community Food Bank in
Detroit and Chicago-based Second Har-
vest National Food Bank Network in a
joint effort to alleviate hunger among
the most needy.

“What really concerns me is that
there is a perception that thore ia no
hunger in Oakland County,” said
Kozlowski, who spent five years as
devel dircctor at the Pontiac-
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Helen Kozlowskl, Food Bank director

bosed Baldwin Soup Kitchen before
assuming her role at the Food Bank in
June. “In Onkland County, there are/
pockets of streets where the average
income for a family is less than $11,000
ayeor."

Though figures show that unemploy-
ment is low and welfare caseloads are
down, many individuals who have shed
government assistance are currontly
labaring at low-paying jobs that don’t
support their basic needs.

“The poverty line is $6,60 an hour,”
said Nida Donar, Hunger Action Coali-
tion's exccutive director. “And when
we're paying people $5.75, they're guar-
anteed to stay in poverty.”

Food stamp restrictions, begun carli-
er this year as part of the federal wel-
fare roform law, have become a new
hardship that has sent more families
into the throes of hunger.

“We're sceing in the first cight

monthe of this year n 27 percent
increasc of people coming to
pantries,” anid Dopar, n former
Birmingham resident who now
resides in Detroit. “Most people
coming to pantrios are familics.
And 70 percent of the children of
these families are living at 50 per-
cent below the poverty level.”

But poor families and the home-
less aren’t the only ones in a crisis
situation as far as hunger goes.
“What we find ia that anyplace
there are seniors, there's a hunger
problem, It's the silent hunger,”
said Donar, referring to the elderly
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Stocking up: Food Bank warchouse manager Steven Trevino of Clark-

on fixed incomes. “When you go into sfon finishes loading eggs in one of three storage areas.

a senfor’s house, find an excuse to
open the refrigerator door and you will
be surprised that there's nothing there.”

To help fill the growing need for food
in Oakland County, the Food Bank
relies on collection campaigna like the
United States Postal Service Food Drive
in May and the Boy Scouta of America
aponsored Operation Can-Do in Novem-
ber...and donations from foundations,
small businesses and corporations,
churches and synagogues and caring
individuals.

“Seventy percent of our support for
emergency services comes from your
rendership area,” said Donar, referring
to contributors living in communities

ing others, much like the group of men-
tally and physically challenged teens
who frequent the 20,400 square feet of
warchouse space at 120 E. Columbia to

fortunate neighbors. “If you don't have o
turkey to donate, don’t buy onc. We can
get them for 65 cents a pound,” naid
Kozl

sort food.

“They feel that they have been so for-
tunate that people have recognized
their disabilitics and have given them
8o much,” said Kozlowski, a resident of
St. Clair Shores. “They want to give
back to those who truly need it.”

Throughout the holiday season, the
Food Bank staff is calling on Oakland
County residents to help provide
turkeys, yams, cranberries and other
holiday meal trimmings for their Jess-

ki, who wel cash donn-
tions. "Every single person can do some-
thing. For every dallar donnted, we can
provide 8.6 meals.”

Monctary contributions for holiday
meals can be made payable to the Food
Bank of Oakland County, 120 E.
Columbia, Pontiac, MI 48343. Food
donations can be made by calling the
Food Bank directly at (248) 332-1.473.

served by the Observer & E. 103
Newspapers, “A lot of people become
very successful in life, but started out
somewhere else...with nothing in their
refrigerator. At some point in life, thoy
realize what’s important. We're very
fortunate that people who have made it
realize that the goal here is helping oth-
ers make it, too.” .

Also pertinent to suctessfully feeding
the hungry is hundreds of volunteers
throughout the network, from tho ware-
houses to the distribution centers. Vol-
unteers tend to find fulfillment in help-

Among the Oakland o
ular basis are: TEAM (¢
Church, Ladies of Charity,
Briarbank Home in Bloomfield Hills;

ngton Hills Baptist Church,
St. Alexander Roman Catho

Also: Oxford/Orion Fish in Lake O
Church of God, and Tribute to
land Y]
Residential Care, Packard Group,
man Services in Southfield;

Mercy

anizations distri
enter in Birmingham; Birmingham
North Oaklan i

CLC, Inc, G
God, Innovative Life Styles and Lighthnpse Cfnrks_um in Clarkston; Farm-
. Services for
Catholic Church in Farmin;
rion;
o the Lord Mir h Oal
A in Rochester; Faith Loving Childcare, Jewish Association for

Hu: 5
ﬁch, Oxbow Lake Baptist Church and White Lake Goodfellows in
C.

ibuting food to the needy on a reg-
T nitarian
Residential and $t, Elizabeth
Shepherd Assembly of

Salvation Army and

1 Hills. R
eighbors, Inc., New Life

inistries in Oxford; North Oak-

n,
n

t. Michael's Friary and Southfield
Lake Church, Qpen Dou{N(l)u‘t-
hite

Red Wings limo driver
to spend 9 months in jail

BY PAT MURPHY
TAFF WRITER

The Detroit Red Wings para-
lyzed in a June limousine crash
in Birmingham would likely
think it “appropriate™ that the
lime driver will spend nine
months in jail as part of his sen-
tence, according to the attorney
for Sergei Mnatsakanov.

“The sentence is severe enough
to send a message,” said attor-
ney Frank J. Palazzolo, after the
limo driver was sentenced by
48th District Judge Kimberly
Small Friday.

His client has no particular
animogity toward driver Richard
A. Gnidn — who told police he
blacked out before the June 13,
1997 crash — said the attorney.
But Mnatsakanov would likely
consider the sentence to be

“approprinte” as punishment

and as a deterrent, the attornoy
snid.

Gnida, 28, stood impassively
as Small imposed sentence. He
had told the judge and a court-
room packed with media that he
was sorry for the pain and suf-
fering resulting from the crash,
but he couldn’t change anything.

The judge said she wos frus-
trated about sentoncing Gnida
because existing atate Jaw didn't
provide the options sho consid-
ered necessary to adoquately
dunl with him. “You shattered
lives with your behavior,” she
said. “But you don't heli‘evn you

of these?” sho asked.

After Gnida answered “about
three weeks," the judge said a
major concern was whether he
would ever understand the law
and his substance abuse,

You were told you couldn't
drive, Small said, “yet you
passed yourself off as a profea-
sional driver who could bo trust-

bnklnnd County assistant
prosecutor Michael Sawicky
uakcd'fur the maximum penalty,

have a problom with
abuse.” .

Gnida had plended guilty to o
charge of driving without a valid
driver'a license, but b it

“this waa no ordinary
accident, no ordinary case.”

The case went beyond the ardi-
nary, Sawicky said, because

was a misdemeanor, the maxi-
mum penalty was one year in
county jail.

~Instead, Small sentenced
Gnida to two years probation
with tho first nine months in the
Qakland County Jnil. After his

- relense, Gnida is réquired to per-

farm 200 hours of community
service working with the victims
of-clored-head injuries.

" *I want you to have to empty
bed pans,” said Small. I want
you to sce what these people go
through.” .
““The judge also ordered Gnida
to undergo extensive counscling

-to fully understand his aub-

stanco abuse problem and the

injuries he caused the limousine

passengera who trusted him.
Small read from Gnida’s traflic

_record, noting two aleohot-celat-

-tad arrests, ono nccident and

theee citntions. “How much time
bave you spent in juil ws a result

Gnida d ated contempt
for the court, the law and his vic-
tims by repeatedly driving after
his licenso was revoked.

Even go, Sawicky voiced accep-
tance on the scntence. “The
judge believes tho sentence is
appropriate,” ho eaid.

Gnida was driving tho lime
that carried Mnatsakanov,
Vladimir Konstantinov and
Slava Fetisov from a golf outing
to a party as part of the celobra-
tion following the Red Winga
winning the Stanley Cup, profea-
sionnl hockey’s greatest prize,

The southbound limo suddenly
veered across three unobstructed
lancs on Woodward Avenuo and
struck a tree. S0

Fetisov, who was sitting with
his back to the driver, woa
injured and hospitnlized for
nbout a weck. But the dofense-
man is currently playing with
the Red Winga.

Mnataakanov and Konatanti-
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Driver sentenced: Richard Gnida (right reacts to a jail
sentence he received from District Judge Kimberly
Small as his attorney, Frank J. Palazzolo looks on.

nov, who wero not wearing sent
belta and were seated facing the
front of the vehicle, suffered
extengive spinal or brain
injuries, according to doctors at
William Beaumont Hospital
where they remain hospitalized.

“Mr. Mnatsakanov definitely
considers himself to bo a victim,”
his attorney teld reporters. “And
he has moments of fruatration
and deapair.”

But he is alao grateful the
injuries were not more serious,
Mnatsakanov aaid in the victim's
impact statement road by Palnz-
zolo. “He'’s also grateful for the
support from his family, friends
and fans.”

The attorney said additional
court action is likely, presum-
ably a reference to possible civil
action. Gnida also hes a carcless
driving charge in Birmingham.

A statement issued by Beau-
mont Hospital Friday said Kon-
stantinov and Mnatsakanov
were in good condition and con-
tinuing to show progress. .

Contrary to earlier concerns —
that he would never speak again
— Konstantinov apoke the
names of his wifo Irina and
daughter Anastasia last week,
the hospital said. “He (Kon-
stantinov) is able to perform
dnily activities with assistance
from hospital ataff and family
members,” the statement said.

Neither Kenatantinov nor his
family rosponded to questions,
relayed from the media, about
their reaction to Gnida’s sen-
tencing.

One year later, judge keeps
eye on campaign promises

Editor's note: We're re-running
this story since some text was
missing when it ran Thursday.

BY JUDITH DONER BERNE
SPECIAL WRITER

First-year Oakland County
Circuit Judge Nanci Grant
works hard to make the transi-
tion from civil triol attorney to
judge look easy.

Elected a year ago to the
vacancy created by the retire-
ment of Judge Robert Templin,
Grant promised preparedness,
efliciency, civility and decisis a-
ness during a hard-fought elec-
tion campaign.

“I remomber every day the
pramises I made when I was
running,” Grant says, during a
recent interview in her cham-
bers. “You don’t have be abrupt
or rude to do this job. You do
have to know what you are
doing.”

It's n Wednesday afternoon,
and Grant sets an easy tone for
the sevoral cases that await
hearings. She has no leftovers
from the long line up of legal
motions, she and other judges
call each Wednesday morning.

“My motion calls go very
quickly,” she says. “I read them
the night before so I'm very
familinr, I'm usually done by 11
a.m. I've nover gone past 12:01."

This day, a divorce case is aet-
tling. After hearing both parties
agree to some financial terms,
Grant comments: I am well
aware of the facts in this case. I
congratulate the four of you

(lawyers and clients) on working -

on this.”

Next up is an agreement to
settlo a civil auit for $8,600, *“The
court will approve the scttle-
ment,” Grant says. “Good luck”
she says, calling the plaintive by
name,

In bath cases, she is careful to
set a quick, firm date by which
the settlement paperwork must
be filed.

Next, she oversees an hour-
long pro-trial hearing to decide
whether or not a defondant'a
rights were violated when police

searched his car without a war-
rant. As the prosecutor and
defense lawyer cite cases to back
up their stands, she suggested:
“Let's do thia, I'm going to look
up the eases and I'll tet you
know.”

Although Grant goes out of her
way to be palite and low key, she
ia quick to insist upon the rules
of the court for a young male
defendant who .is being
arraigned for threatening his
mother in violation of a personal
protection order. When he trics
to address Grant directly,
instead of through his newly-
appointed public defender, she
quickly warns him “that'’s the
last time.”

“I repreaent something,” she
later explains. “You have to
show respect for that because 1
show reapect for it.”

Grant, whose dod Barry Grant
is o probate judge, says she has
not had one moment of regret
about her decision to run for and
become a judge, “I think the job
is wonderful. I see u little bit of
everything. Everything ia inter-
esting. Everything has its own
story.”

Asked to name her most inter-
esting case, she picks her first
murder trial, partly because it
was g0 different from the civil
litigation she had practiced.

Two young men were convicted
of the murder of an older man in
his 708 who lived next door to
one of them, “They bludgeoned
him to death,” she said. They
were both sentenced to life with- .
out parole.

She alse was judge for five
teens who pled guilty for t!wir

Clrcult Judge Ndncl Grant

long dnys on the bench and
reviewing motions and cases
after her two young sons ave in
bed, she has been able to reduce
her docket. “I'm very focused on
my job when I'm here. At home
I'm very focused on my family.”

As a new judge, she made it a
point to look for expericnce in
hiring her five-person stafl and
considers each a representntive
of her office to the public. “We all
work together,” she says. “You
can asece that I'm the one in
charge, but I let everyone do
their thing.”

Like most judges, she consid-
ers custody and divorce cases
involving children “absolutely
the hardest.” In fact, Grant snys:
“There’s a couple of times ['ve
made a call and I wasn't sure it
was right, Pve called the partics
back."

“Pm very impressed with her
demeanor on the bench,” says
attorney Jeff Leib, n West

1 field ident with a prac.

part in the three-day d
spree at the San Marine Golf
Course in Farmington Hills last
April. She sent the leaders to
boat camp and put the others on
probation. “I made them all
write me a paper —750 words —
about why what they did waa
wrong,” she said. “That'a horri-
‘ble what they did to a communi-
ty”

Grant would like more hours
in the day, but says by putting in

Bl

tice based in Southfield. “She's
very prepared and courteous and
she listens. As a practicing
lawyer, that's all you want.”

Judge Grant is the recipient of
the Merit Award from the Citi-
zens Alliance foFr the Probate
Court for her efforts in creating
and implementing a serics cnti-
tled, “Removing the Mysteries of
the Probate Court.” |

Forum focuses on personal issues

Oakland Livingston Human
Scrvice Agency is apansoring a
froe community forum from 7-9
p.m, Thursday, Nov. 13 at the
David Ewalt Community Center
in Pontiac,

The forum will have specinliata
on hand to address personn! insuea

that affect fomilies and individu-
ala in their everyday lives.

Tho following apecialista will be
attending: a doctor in infant’s and
children's health, a lawyer, coun-
solor, grief, infant care, weather-
ization, child care, investment,
housing and tenant and early

childhood, ns well an a personal
trainer,

The seminar is open to cvery-
one. A reservation in needed and
child car is available.

To reacrve a seat, call Cynthia
Zagar at OLHSA (248) $58.5145.



