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Mockup: FHS students ‘run’ city

BY TIM SMITH
BTAFY WRITKR

Farmington High Schoot students lant
weok found out for thomsclves that run-
ninga nty' oven a small one like Farming-
ton, isn't us casy aa it might look.

On ’l\madny, FHS students took on the
roles of city council and ad.

B ‘For ywng people with a fow
minutes of coaching, they did a
very good job.’

: Frank Lauhoff

—Farmington city manager

trators for a “mock couneil mcctmg

With some of their real-lifo counterparts
watching from the audicnce inside Farm-
ington City Hall's council chambers, they
then took on pertinent current issucs such
na the Oct. 25 “beer bash® in the Chatham
Hilla Subdivision and why so fow voters
cast ballots to decide the Nov. 4 council
election,

According to Frank LauhofY, whose role
as Farmingten city manager was ably por-
trayed by student Blake Heraghty, the stu-
dents — in the American government clasa-
es tought by Renee Lossin and Richard Roy
— did a good job portraying the roles and
running the mock meeting.

*“For young people with a fow minutes of
coaching, they did n very good job,” Lauheff’
said. He added that the program, part of
Student Government Day, hopefully
showed the students “how complicated
doaling with some of these issues can be”
and how directly local government impacts
the lives of citizens.

“Everyone should know about local gov-
crnment,” he added. *If your garbage isn't
picked up, you don't call Washington .., 1
know it's a microcosm of what goea on, but
it gives them some idea about responsibili-
ty.”

Concurring was Lossia, “I felt the mock
hearing was a great experience and o way
to give studenta a small taste of what our
clected officinls have to deal with.”

Lossia aaid she talked ta some of the stu-
dents afterward nnd noted how some said
they were surpnscd" about the depth and
vand.y of issuca officials face while run-
ning smaller city governments such as
Farmington,

Besides Hernghty ns Lauhoff, the mock
council cast wos as follows: Mayor JoAnno
McShane (Matt Wayne); Mayor pro tem
Mary Bush (Monique Bush, ne relation);
Councilman William Hartsock (Derck
Willis); Councilman James Mitchell (Karen
Ludke); Asaistant City Manager Bill
Richards (Ann McHenry); City Clerk/Trea-
surer Patsy Cantrell (Amber Bytner);
Dircctor of Public Safety Gary Goss (Cory
Porry); Deputy Director of Public Safety
Mike Wiggins (Holger Hornisch); code
enforcement officer John Koncsol (Jennifer
Keese); City Assesaor John Sailer (Beth
Raymond); Director of Public Services
Kevin Gushman (Ray Rudzki); public ser-
vices nesistant Paul Smith (Autumn
Mikkola); video production specialista Todd
Whitman and Russ Lunn (Brad Cox, Clau-
dia Bass, respectively); Downtqwn Dovelop-
ment Authority Executive Dircctor Judy
Downey (Dean Gozowsky).

Following is how thu students handled
some of the agenda items:

Low voter turnout: Clerk/treasurer
Bytner reported to the council that 8 per-
cent voted, mostly becnuse it was an uncon-

tested race.

Mayor Waynce asked what her cancerns
were about tho “rather ancmic” turnout,

“Only three pcopln were running for
threo positions,” Bytner replied, “I really
don’t have much more information than

that.”

Beforo moving on to the next topic,
Wayne said “In the future, please try to
find o more cxnct reason ... It would please
the council.”

Beer bash: Public safety director Perry
reported about the Oct. 25 party. Ho said
four ticketa were issued, two to adult hoats
of the party for contributing to the delin-
quency of minors and two to teens for con-
suming aleobol.

An audicnce member came up to the
microphone to nddress the issue, asking
about enforcement of Farmington's “zero
tolorance” policy concoerning drugs and
alcohol.

“That's up to the Department of Public
Safety to enforce,” said Mayor Wayne. “As
far as parcnts who want to serve alcohol,
ignorance of the law is no excuse.”

Porry then assured that parameters
have been catablished where the parents
can be fined (up to $500) and spend up to
90 days in jail, *We want to stop this.”

Later in the meoting, the council heard
an update about the M-6 bridge construc-
tion project and a report about 1997
assessments.

Before the mock council session, the atu-
denta attended an orientation meeting at
city hall, spent the morning being
“coached” about their roles by the actual
officiala and employees and had lunch at
the Farmington Masonic Tomple.

The lunch was served to the students
courtesy of the Farmington Ratary Club.

Demo: Joe Mondro shows the fine art of fly tying to_|
George Simmons, left, at The Benchmark Outfitters,
on Grand River. There's a beginner class cvery ...
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. For details, call 477-8116.
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OBITUARIES

PHILIP 8, COHEN
Philip 8. Cohen, 41, died Nov.
11 at Hurpcr Husplwl m Dctmlt
Born in I

Memorial contributions can be
sent to the Knrmanos Cancer
Institute, 41935 W. 12 Mile,
Farmi Hills 48336.

Mr. Cohen worked ns o lcnn om-
cer for NBD. He carned a bache-
lor's degree from the University
of Leeds, a master's degree at the
University of Neweastle and a
doctorate and master’s from the
University of lown. He was also a
member of the First Presbyterion
Church of Farmington Hills,

He is survived by wife, Julic;
son, Peter; daughter, Beth; moth-
er, Ada; sister, Candy Atherton;
and many aunts, uncles, nieces
and nephews.

Funeral services were held
Nov. 15 at First Presbyterion
Church of F with the

H. HODGES

Allic H. Hodges, 97, died Oct.
11 at Morycrest Nursing Home in
Livania.

Mrs. Hodges was a member of
the Polish Aid Socicty and a 50-
year member of St. Alphonsus
Catholic Church in Dearborn, She
enjoyed gardening, cooking and
giving dinner parties.

She is survived by son, Dr.
Donald (Joyce) Hodges of Farm-
ington Hills; daughters, Janet
{Edward) McGrath of Columbus,
Ohio and Carol (Dr. James)
Mackin of Potomac, Md.; 10

Rev. Dr. Brewster Gere officint-
ing. Arrangements made by
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in

Far

grandchild and 16 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial servico was held
Nov. 8 at St. Fabian Catholic

Fine Linens for

Church in Farmington Hills
the Rev. Brian Chabela officiat-
ing. Arrangements muade by
Thayer-Rock Funeral Homedn,
Farmington. A

Memorinl centributions can b
sent to the Capuchin Cnmmum(;
Center Soup Kitchen, 1760 Mt =
Elliott Ave,, Detroit 48207:° 3
RICHARD H, BECKERLEQ

Richard H. Beckerleg, 73, d
Nov, 14 at Botsford General H-ut
pital.

He is survived by sons, l(xcll xgl
oand Greg; doughter, Pum._nqd »
three gmndch:ldren .

Visitation is scheduled l'lom
p.m. and 89 p.m. Sundny, v}
16, and funeral services will be &
held 10 a.m. Monday, Nov; 17, at
McCabe Funeral Homo in an\
ington Hills.

Memorinl contributions gag Be
made to a charity ofchmcc
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Everything Must Go

Bed, Bath, Tabletop & Baby

PURVEYORS OF EXCELLENT OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT

- § Berthmark

32715 GRAND RIVER AVE., FARMINGTON,
(248) 477-8116

VISIT US ONLINE AT: www.benchmarkoutdoors.com

A Tt Lre Gt

722 N, Old Woodward, Birmingham
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10-5:30

No special orders

will be taken Al Sales Final

VISA » Mastercard » Cash Accepted « Sorry, No Petsoaal Checks




