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FINE ARYS

Museum d1splay unmasks Vodou myths

Bv l.mm ANN CHOMIN

n muny pooplea minda, the

when it was inhabited by the
Taino Indiana. Within a genera-
tion, tho Taino wero nonrly

d by Spanish colo-

\-/ord Vod j up a shad-
owy world of evil spirita and
priostesses who stick pina in
dolls to caat spells of illness or
death. Nothing could be further
{rom the truth.

: The exhibit “Sacred Arts of
Haitian Vodou” was created by
the.UCLA Fowler Museum of
Cultural Hiatory to de-mystify
Vodou by showing more than
500 objects and art used during
rituals and in the practice of tho
religion. The exhibition, which
continues through Sunday, Dec.
28,.at the Museum of African
American History, features
dequined flags bearing images of
::llpu uacttd battles and paint-

nizors who began importing
slaves from Wost and Central
Africa. Nearly 200 years later,

e French acquired the western
one-third of tho island, and for
the next contury African slave
labor made it the most prosper-
ous colony in the world. Under
the French, slavea were baptized
into the Catholic Church in
accordance with the colonial
slave code.

According to oral tradition,
Vodou began with the great
slave insurrection of 1791 when
the white was ripped out of the
Fronch tricolor flag. The first act
of the revolution according to
Haitian dition was a Vodou

to hold offe ,
drums, spirit repositories, a
Vodou temple, and votive altars
teassembled after altars in Port
4u,Prince,

coremony held by runawany
alaves in that year. By 1804,
Haiti became the first nation
l\.er the United StaWu to gmln
d t

people find Vodou interesting
beeauso it's extended boyond tho
bounds of Haiti. There is a
Haitian socioty or 'Eapeir’ in
Detroit and Vodou is practiced in
New York, Miami and New
Orleans.”

Guerin Montilus, a Wayne
State University anthropology
professor and native of Haiti,
costimates there are 5,000
Haitians living in the metropoli-
tan Detroit. area. Montilus gavo
a lecture at the museum in mid-
October about the transforma-
tion of Haitian and West Africun
Vodou over the last five cen-
turies. He has conducted exten-
sive research in Bonin and
neighboring West African coun-
triea since 1969 and studiod
Vodou in Africa and Cuba. Mon-
tilua is currently writing a book
on the religion.

“Vodou {8 wrongly understood
in American society (where) it
rqfe_u to sorcery, magic,

$acrod Arts of Heltlan
Vodou

What: £xhibit features more then
800 cbjects Including sequined
flags. votive wters, bound medicine
packets, dolis, and contemporary
paintings. Musaum cautions some
Images may not be sulteble for chil-
dren oge 13 end younger, of Indivtd-
uals sengliive to graphic Images.

‘When: Through Dec. 28. Hours are
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m, Tuesday to Suv
day.

‘Whete: Museum of African American
History, 315 East Waren ot Brush,
Datroit. (313) 494-5300.

Adminslon: $3 adufts, $2 children.
Reloted activities:

Lecture ssrles to learn about the
1ife, religlon, politics, and culture of
Haitl 3 p.m. Saturdeys through Dec.
8, The coet Is $5 por lecture.

M Nov. 22 {Vodou 8nd Palitics,

3 “Vodou is more misund d
in this country than in any other
country in the world,” eaid Rita
Organ, curator of exhibitions at
tha Museum of African American
History, “We fear what we don't
Understand. Hellywood has pre-
- gented it in a negative way -
fuch as curses used to get back
at people. The use of curaes to
w]lllh ovil or death on someone is
al -
*"Never before presented in the
dontext of religion, exhibit
" dbjects refer to the worship of a
gugreme God and powerful spir-
ita (Iwa) who serve as intermedi-
:mn
| Vodou is rooted in African
dpiritual tradition, and was pre-
deryed by slaves on their passage
tp the Caribbean.
! Vodou borrows from Roman
Catholicism and Freo Masonry.
Spirits, often made in the images
df aaints such as Isidore and

was the only slave revolt in the
world ever to create a nation.

In the 20th century, Vodou
survived and prospered despite
U.S. Marine occupation, persecu-
tion by clergy from 1915 to 1934

the despotic rule of Fr:

ft, human ifice, all
kinds of negative connotations,”
said Montilua. *It ia bascd on
hcmruuy. gossip, As a religion,
it's as valuable as any other reli-
gion. There {a an aesthetic espe-
in Vodou and other African

ant

(Papa Doc) end Jaan Claudo
(Baby Doc¢) Duvalier from 18957
to 1986.

Itoms in the first few sections
are represontative of those likely
to be placed on altars or sold as
popular art. Still others are used
during ceremonies. Many of the
objects, collected during cam-
paigns against Vodou from the
1940e to 1980s, were borrowed
from museums, private collec-
tions and key Vodou templea in
Haiti.

*“Once they underatand the
history of Heiti and Vodou, there
ia no problem accepting Vodou as
a roligion,” said Organ. “Many

of beauty and harmo-
ny.”
Summoning Spirits

Objecta used daily such as cal-
abashes painted with the image
or sacred sign of Iwa (spirit) hold
dmly oﬂ‘eringa Ceremonial

drums and rattles sum-
mon gpirits through
prayer. Doile are used as heal-
ing tools. So, where did the
notion of sticking Vedou dolls
with pins to cast spells come
from?

“I don't know where they find
this,” said Montilus. "It's not
what I've obaorved. In Haiti,
Vodou is a way of life. It touches

Patrick Bellegard-Smith, University
of

n Nov, 29 (Secred Space, Lulsah
Tolsh, priestsss}

B Doc. 8 (Maroons end Vodou,
Keren F. Davis, humanities chalr,
Marygrove College).

Famlly Warkshops Saturdeys Nov.
22 and Dec. 6, Dec. 13, snd Dec.
20, Topics Include, *The Drums of
Halti,* “Dancos of Halti,” *Shadow
Box,” “Spirit Botttes,” and the
“Game of Kal.” Times and costs
vary. Call museum for Infomation,

the life of people, EvcrythinF is
in everything. In Vodou, you find
palitics, education; it's a micro.
cosm.”

After the initinl sections
explain the rituals and belief of
Vodou, the visitor walks into a
recreated temple and altar
chambers devoted to the three
major rites of the religion.

A Great Retum...
Guaranteed!

DINTIENT

Patrick, link h with the
divine. Vodou practitioners
* signmon spxnbs when they're in
of rain, wisdom, fertility, a
crop, or to protect shipa.

. There are hundreds of lwa —
from the Rada (benign apirits
from West Africa) to Petwo (fiery’
spivits from Central African and
Kreyol traditions) to Gede who
personify anceatral dead.

--Devotion to Gede is carried out
during the month of November,
but especially the Days of the
Dead (Nov. 1) and All Souls Day
{Nov. 2).

«“It's actually controversial,”
said-Organ. “A day docsn't go by
that I don’t get a call that it's
bldsphemy, superstition.
Becauae it's been confined to
Haiti for so long, the exhibit is
an opportunity for us to educate.
ust seeing the beauty of the
objects. It's ancient African tra-
dition, Catholicism and elements
of Frco Masonry and t.hey made
their own religion out of it.”

' Ninety percent of the calls that
Organ receives are from people
who-have not viewed the exhibit.

~“Many people don’t want to
raspect it as (they would) any
roligion of the world,” eaid
Organ. “We had to do a lot of
education around this exhibit
even with our own staff. The
museum invited in clergy from °
different congregations to pre-
view the exhibit. The museum's
taking a positive approach.”

Rooted in Africa

‘The firat comprehensive exhib-
it 8ver to explore the arts pro-
duced for the African-Caribbean
religion of Vodou, *Sacred Arts of
Haitian Vodou” is divided into
sectiona.

Tho first section traces the his-
tory of persecution of Vodou fol-
lowers.

Columbus discovered the
island of Hispaniola in 1482

% thousand little ways

to show we care

= Areassuring smile. A good ear. A kind volce.
Caring has always been essential to curing,
and that is ¢specially true when it comes to our
young patlents. We care about children so we
know how to care for them. At the University
of Michigan llcalth Centers, we belleve the only

®  Many sites ofier extended hours, including

Saturdays.

®  We have all the services you need to stay
healthy. Many locations offer laboratory tests

and X-rays, too.

way to know your child and understand all of = If you ever need a spectalist, you're already
his or her health needs is to be in your neighbor- linked with the U-M Medieal Center and our
hood. It’s the easiest way to help your child the hundreds of experts.
For auto, home mOS;. lflem;s what else makes us ideal for your ®  Finding the right doctor close to your homie s
“and life — whole family: simple, and making an appointmient is casy.
. . ®  \We have plenty of pediatricians, oh/gyns, Just eall the number below and we will ielp
Bemg m gOOd family practice physicians and general ' vou select a physician and even schedule your
v}lands is the only Internists in your community. first appolntment.
place to be™
ﬁ:oonoﬁhmd UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
¢ Roa
. e 2453 Health Centers
) FARMINGTON
. (248) 4745540 ’ 1-800-211-8181
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Why risk your savings on
an unstable slock market?
Sccure a premivm C rate
at any of our convenlent
focalons:

Bloomfeld Hills

(248) 258-5300

Grosse Polnte Farms
(313) 882-6400
Farminglon Hills

(248} 737-0444

or cali 1-800-758-0753
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For your convenience we actn
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