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Mayor
assesses
her term

BY TiM BMITH
' SYAFF WRITER
.JoAnne
McShane
-likes  the
progrese
that's taken
place in the
City of
Earmington
‘during her
-soon-to-end
two years a8
moyor.
.+«McShane, near the begin-
.ning of the 8 p.m. Monday
ity council meeting, will com-
ment about her mayoral term
- and then relinquish the top
.council post. The city charter
.mandates that Farmington
.mayors serve no longer than
two yeara consecutively. .

But first, Mary Bush and
-‘Arnold Campbell will be
{'sworn in to new four-year
terms and James Mitchell
will recoive the oath for
.another two-year term. All
'three were re-elected during
‘the Nov, 4 council election.
~“So many things have hap-
»pened that 'm very proud of,”
-McShane, whose council term
«<ontinues until November
11699, “We have a Web site in
Farmington, a new phone sys-
‘tem.

- *We're auch a historic town
but we've become a progres-
.sive city and I'm proud of
[ that.”

u.l he also lauded the leader-
-ship of the rest of the council
-and City Manager Frank
» Lauhoff for those accomplish-
.ments and others, such as
-how a fall 1888 outbreak of
.Legionnaire's Disease was put
tinder control and how the
*city began a museum develop-
‘ment committee for the
. Warner Mansion.

“Another McShane goal, get-
ting a long-term “visioning”™
process established for down-
‘town, is becoming a reality.
 The city and Wayne State
 University are involved in the
long-term planning effort..

"“That’s something I always
"Wwanted to do and we're doing
“\t.” she said. N
1t is expected that Mayor
‘pro-tem Mary Bush Monday
night will be aelected to suc-
j-eeed McShane,

But Lauhoff said nomina-
tions for the council's next
mayor and mayor pro-tem
will take place anyway.

etween the conclusion of

cShane's term and the elec-
tion of & successor, Lauhofl'
will temporarily preside over
obuncil during nominations.

The new mayor will then

1¢ad the rest of the agenda,
which includes a presentation
from Sue Bess, the new presi-
dent of the Michigan Munici-
pal Lengue.
’LauhofT said Bess ia mak-
ing an effort to meet with city
qouncils throughout the state
28 she begina her tenure,

From Russia ... with love of music

. By Tid SMITH Native muslc:
BTAFT WRITER Farmington
achools

students this month aro

learning a thing or two
about Russia without oven refer-
ring to their textbooks.

That's because a trio of teach-
cra from Russia is visiting them
in their schools through “Project
Hormony.” The government
exchange program givea Ameri-
can and Ruesien teachors tho
opportunity to travel to the
other’s country, to share their
cducational expertise.

Lost Monday, Valentina Fia-
senko of Smolensk and sisters
Yevenin and Oksana Bytchkeva
of Siberia presented songs of
their homeland during a visit to
the vocal music classroom at
Lanigan Elementary School.

The Russians are the second
group of teachers from that
country to visit the district; the
ather was in October 1998.

*The children were very excit-
ed to seo this,” snid Naum Schul-
man, Lanigan vocal music direc-
tor and a Ruseian immigrant.
“You could see it (the excite-
ment) in their eyes, their reac-
tions.”

With Fissenko at the piano,
the guests and Schulman's third-
graders sung Russian songs
“Sunny Circle” and “Jolly Happy
Ganders.”

‘The Lanigan visit was just the
beginning of a busy week. Tucs-
day, the contingent spent all day
at Haorrison High School, watch-
ing the band and orchestra prac-
tice. Wednesday morning, they
spent time with Harrison's
POHI/SXI (special education)
programs and were at Power
Middle School Thursday and Fri-
day.

Their itinerary since arriving
Nov. 2 also included a tour of
Farmington, a stop at the
Detroit Zoo, shopping and
evening plans with host families
Nancy Heilman and Julie
Grodin, both members of the
Kenbrook Elementary Schoot
faculty.

Before leaving for Siberin on
Tuesday, they will today go to
church service at Brightmoor

F armington Public Schoals

music

instructor

Naum

Schulman
performs as
part of “Pro-
Ject Harmo-
ny,” which is
a cultural
exchange
involving
Russian
teachers,

Project promotes
cultural harmony
with songs from
the motherland

STAFT PUUTOS DY BEYAN BITUIR 1L,

Chorus In actlon: Students in the class (from left to right) Raquel Elisha, Fracheska Gjelashaj, and Justin Gluss
sing Russian songs with Russian English teachers Valentina Fiffenko and Yevenia Bytchhkova (far right).

Tabernecle in Southfield and
spend tomorrow with Heilman
and Grodin at Kenbrook.

After more than a week, it

" appeared that the Russians were

becoming easily acclimated to
American life. Heilman, who is
hosting Oksann and Yevenia,
joked that the latter “allowed us
to call her Jane.” Grodin is host-

But, taking a more serious
turn, Heilman talked about how
“Project Harmony” ean imprave
global understanding ~ or, at
least, improve the way Ameri-
cans and Russians view cach
other.

“They (the Russian visitors)
are living, walking people that
can give geography lessons like
nobody else,” Heilman said. “...

‘We have this image of ‘ugly Rus-
sians,” and here come these
sweet ladies. We're all teachers
at heart, We care about chil-
dren.”

Fissenko currontly teaches
English in grades five thraugh
11 in a Smeolensk school. She
also is a longtime music and

. piano teacher.

Yevenia Bytchkova teaches

British history in English to sev-
enth- and cighth-graders while
Oksana Bytchkova is studying to
be a teacher of Ruasian language
and literature.

Heilman said the visitors have
mnde some interesting observa-
tiona about how American teach-
ers and students interact.

children with so much respect,
you put up all of their artwork,” "
she said. “They talked sbout
in Rugsia there’s an im
wall between students,
and even parents.”

In Fehruary, Teilman and
Grodin will travel ta Vindimir,
R
exchange.

1, for the return it of the -
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p.m,, and Now Year's Eve until
midnight. Free miniature train
rides will be given the firat
kend, and free horse-d
wagon rides will be given 6-8
p.n. Saturdays and New Year's
ve.

A special opening ceremony
featuring Santa Claus is slated
for 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6.

B The Howell Area Chamber
of Commorce hosts the 14th
.annual Fantasy of Lights at 7
:pm. Friday, Nov. 28, in down-
:tqun Howell. Dozens of floats,
aneching units and Christmas
‘traes will sparklo with thou-
«sands of holiday lights.

: “The parade, sponsored by
:Detroit Edison and Cobb-Hall
JInsurance Agencies, attracts
aome 30,000 spoctators. The

:pErade begins at Byron Road

iand travels east on Grand River

‘through Howell’s historic down-

itown to Elm Streot.

* Moerchants, building ownora
_ iand residents get in the act as

well, adorning buildings with

‘Nights, frenh garland and red
bows. After the parade, Santa
‘will visit with children at the
[ .Fantasy of Trees. For more infor-
‘mation, call the Howell Area
‘Cliamber of Commerce at (517)
!646-3020 or. visit the chamber's
Web site at www.howell.org.

ing Fissenko.

Parents relish cyber workout
at first-ever family conference

By T SMITH
BTAPY WRITER

Parents didn't exactly flock to Saturday's first
annual Family Focua Conference at Dunckel Mid-

dle Scheol.

But enough showed up - about 100 or so ~ to
give ovent organizers encouragement to do it again

next year,

“The evaluations indicated that people thought it
was a real positive experience,” said Terry
Klenczar, director of armington Public Scheols
adult education prog-um. They encouraged us to
do it again. They thought the seasions were very

valuable.”

Of 14 workshops, the top three choices were:
‘alking ~ You're Not Listening, Dr. Mel
Chudnof, Oakland Community (.:o‘O_lIeﬂn; Six Tools

You're Not Tt

ton Youth Assistance; and Siblings Without Rival-

ry, Marilyn Suttle, Farmington Youth Assistance.
Klenczar said she thought those were the tap

picks because “all were dealing with very clear

parenting akills.”

hild:

She concurred that today's parents are secking
out such conferences more than ever hefore.

“Parents are looking for all the help they can get
in this very challenging world we have,” Klenczar
said. “And here was a perfect opportunity.”

About one of the other workshops, Cyherspnce
for Kids, Klenczar said it was useful for parents to

“They said to us, *Yau treat

sec how their are using
home and in the classroom.

for Easier F g, Nancy
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“Parents need to understand what their kids are
doing on the computer,” Klenczar said. “They necd
to stand over their shoulder and ask, ‘What are
you reading?’ Thoy have to monitor their kids
while they're on those computers.”

both at

Tech talk: Sharon Vincent, the youth services coordina-
tor at the Farmington Community Library, teaches a
workshop on monitoring your kids in cyberspace at the
first-cver Family Focus conference at O.E. Dunchel

BIAFF PUTO DY HRYAN MITUIILL.

Middle school last Saturday.

will be unplugged on Thanksgiving,
Christmas Eve, Christmas, New Year's
Eve and New Year's Day.

Admission is $3 for adults and $2 for
children 2-12. Children under the ago of
2 are admitted free.

*Praceeds from Wild Lights go to the
Dotroit Zoological Society to help fund
educational programs and for exhibit ren-
ovations,” said Brancato-Mauk.

In 1894, Wild Lights attracted 26,000
people. This year, zoo officials are expect-
ing nearly 60,000 people through the
turnatilea,

“Wo originally billed Wild Lights as a
family ovent, however, wa see n lot of cou-

o8 " said Bra k.
*It'a a nice night out hefore going out to
dinner or a movie."

For more information on Wild Lights,
call (248) 541-5836.

Hines LightFest

Billed as the country’s largest drive-
through light show, Wayne County's
LightFest runs Thursday, Nov. 20,
through Thursday, Jan. 1, along Hinen
Drive, botween Merriman and Warren
roads.

“Wo have overhead bridge displays,
deor lenping acrosa your car, and a four-
story poinsottia wreath with eandles,”
snid Kothy Lewant, Wayne County parks

department exccutive.

For $5 per car, Lowand promises you'll
enjoy a mix of new and old displays, fea-
turing more than 800,000 lights.

“We have more than 35 displays,”
ndded Lowand, “This year we have two
new wetlands-themed exhibits, in con-

Opening ceremonies will start at 6:30
p.m. Thursday as County Executive Ed
MecNamara and the CEOs of the sponsor-
ing companics flip the “on awitch.” A
brief fireworks display will follow.

Another way to view the lights is the
first annual 8K Fun Run/Walk at 8 p.m.
Tucaduy, Nov. 18.

junction with the newly opened Cross-
winds Marsh in T hip k
for the giant heron and animated frogs
leaping from lily pad to lily pad.”

The now displays cost $8,000, and are
handmade by companies in South Caroli-
na and California, just like the others.

Lowand says much of the money for
now displays is donated by Friends of
Wayne County Parka, with others spon-
sored by companies like Blue Caro Not-
work, NBD Bank and AAA Michigan.

Thia is the fifth yenr of the event, which
started with roughly 25 light displays.
The number haa grown by approximately

' two a year, and includes displays depict-

ing the Nativity, Hanukkah, and Kwanza.

*The first year we spent $260,000 on”
3

dieplays, and another $100,000 on costa
related to setting them up,” Lewand said.

“We have nearly 300,000 people come
through each year,” Lewand said.

Tho Wayne County LightFest begins
Thursday, Nov. 20, and runs overy night
(oxcopt Christmas) 7-10 p.m. through
Now Yenr’s Day. .

Par will be running through
the lights,” said Lewand. “All procecds
from the event will benefit the Friends of
‘Wayno County Parks and the American
Heart Association.”
- Entry fee $16, and $10 for teens or
younger.

For additional information, call (313)
261-1980.

Domino’s Farms

The Christmas Light Display at Domi-
no's Farms in Ann Arbor has attracted
more than a million people and raised
nenrly $600,000 for charity over the past’
five yeors.

*“Laat year 70 charijtics shared more
than $70,000,” snid Ashley Moran, direc.
tor of the non-profit group Spirit of
Christmas, which sponsors the event.

“We'll have over one million lights this
year as we add six new displaya, some
with animation,” said Moran, “We'll have
upwards of 30 light displays.”

The holiday event costs $5 per car Mon-

dny through Thursday, and $7 an the
weekend, Buses are nsked to pay $50.
All the proceeds will benefit children aid
charities around metro Detroit.

“Last year we had 42,000 cars drive
through, with 80,000 people visiting the
indoor display. This year we think we'll
get 50,000 cars and 100,000 people.”

“We also will be expanding the route o
include a drive around the petti .
added Moran. *“Visitors will dr
through most of the light display before
being able to enter the buckside of the
building for indoor attractions,”

Moran says inside visitors will see 20,
14-foot designer-decorated (rees, n
“Christmas Around the World™ ereche
exhibit, a miniature electric train, vrona-

ment-making for children, and o ginger- ¢

bread house gift shop. :
“Tho facus of our cxhibit is children,

becaunse Christmas ia for kids,” said

Moran. “We are aldo looking to broaden
our appeal to make this an arca event,
not just an Ann Arbor experienc:

The Christmas Light Display at Dami-
no's Farms runs from Friday, Nov. 21,
through Wednesday, Dec. 31, with the
displays aglow from 6-10 p.m.

Take U.S. 23 to Exit 41, then a hal
mile east. Follow the wigns to Pomina’s
Farms on Earhart Road, north ot Ply-
mouth Road, -




