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GIVING THANKS
W/Ith Thanksgiving quickly
approsching.
wewont to know A
what our Observer -
readers are thankful
for this holidoy season.

In 25 words or |ess, plensa

sharo your thoughts with us >
(neotly written or typed) ond send them to
our office by Friday, Rav. 24 at 5 p.m.

You may mad them to us, fax them to our
newsioom or E-meil them to us at the
padresses of number belaw. Plonse include
your name, address and daytime phone numt
ber for venfication {we will only print your
name).

We wiil select some of the best responses
for publication in our Thenkegiving editions.

0

The Farmington Observer
33411 Grand River Ave.
Formington, M1 48335
(248) 4779722 (tox)
nowsroom@oeonline.com

Letter to a friend: Farming-
ton High band members
got a handwritten letter
from Melissa Garr at
their honors night./A2

New park: Farmington
DDA officials are talking
about a new pedestrian
park near city hall./A10

Details, details: School
districts can count on
payments due to the set-
tlement of the Durant
case, and the money is
coming from the “rainy

day” fund./AS
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Hills set to try
‘dry’ ice events

By LARRY Q"CONNOR
STAF? \WRITER

Farmingtan Hills Ice Arena won't be just
for ice skaters in the future.

Farmingten Hills City Council agreed to
follow o parks and recrention subcommittee
recommondation that will allow for dry
floor activitien — possibly festivals, display
shows and music events - on one rink dur-
ing the summer starting in 1999, Two ice
rinks will remnin in operation during the
summer of 1988,

Non-ice events could bring additional
revenue into the facility, city oflicials said.
More so, dry floor activities will likely
involve moroe residents who don't play hoek-
¢y or figure shate.

After two years, city officials will then
examine whether having two sheeta of ice
or dry floor activities during the summer
makes sense on the balance nheet.

“It’s timo to put up or shut up,” said
Councilman Terry Sever on those who
favor two ice rinks operating during the

It's tho same io for propo-
nenta of dry floor activities, Sever ndded.

Suver belicves the potentinl is there for
staging non.ice related eventa in what is o
1,000-seat capacity, alr conditioned venue.
He'd Jike to see three- to four-day festivals
a8 well na affordablo rock '’ roll and coun-
try music evenis.

‘Agide from special evonts, the arvna
could host indoov soceer, lacrossa or gym-
nastics camps; inline skating; or communi-
ty danco, n parks and recreation report
said.
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Reglonal champs: Farmington Harrison football captains No. 70 Mike Fisher and
No. 7 Jared Hopkins, also the quarterback, along with No, 23 Zack Cornwell and
awks hoist the trophy and celebrate their regional championship
» The team plays Birmingham Seaholm on
for the state championship in the Pontiac Silver-
dome on Nov. 28. For more information, see page gl.

BY DAVE VARGA
STAFY WRITER

The third
annual Cornu-
copia Ball mot
organizers’ expec-
tations Saturday,
giving 200 for-
mally attired
guesta an elegant

raised wasn't determined by press time.

Joanne Smith, former Farmington Hills mayor
and ball co-chairwoman, told the gathering at
the William Costick Center tho event's purpose
was to raise cnough money to continue youth
and family programs, espocially teon centers
that give youth a place to be during “those very
critical hours after school.”

Honorary chairwoman Diana Lowis of WXYZ-
TV, and a Farmington Hills resident, told

200 at ball to ‘make a dieree’§

night of gourmet

food, fine music and a chance to participate in
“The evont of the year. . .for tho causo of a life-
time.”

Ball-goers savored the marinated apple-
smoked tenderloin with ligenberry sauce and
escargot in phyllo. Thoy danced and tapped tocs
to the Mark Phillips Orchestra. And they bid on
artwork, vacation trips and a suite at the
Palace.

But tho real reason they were there was clear.
They paid $100 a ticket and raised another
$13,000 at the auction, with a number of corpo-
rate hips and contributi all to fuel
the Farmington Hills Community Foundation
for Children, Youth and Families. The total

gueats: “Thank you for being here. We need your
help and tonight will indeed make a difference.”

She turned over the nuction to television newa
anchor and Farmington Hills reeident Harry
Hairston of WKBD-UPN 60, with the help of
ball co-chairs Smith and Deborah Grant.

Among tho big auction items including a
homemade doll housc for $600 and a week’s atay
at a condominium on an exotic island that went
for $2,400.

Most intcresting, though, was the political
bread-breaking deatined to take place after state
Rep. Androw Raczkowski bid $1,060 for a
gourmet foast prepared and served by Hills
Councilwoman Nancy Bates and her husband,
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Cabie hike

blamed on:
Fox Sports

BY LARRY O°CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

With the latest cable rate
incrense, Time Warner officinls are.
snying: The puck stops here.

Farmington area cable sub-
scribers will see expanded rates incroase from
$26.42 to $29.09 a month starting Jen. 1. Increased
program costs — mainly due to the addition of-Fox
Sports Detroit that carries the National Hockey
League's Detroit Red Wings — are cited as the rea-
son for the jump.

Fox Sports Detroit is costing Time Warner $1.26
more per subscriber alone, Time Warner officials
said. Fox, which is owned by Rupert Murdoch, won't
allow cable systems to carry the channel as a premi-
um gervice, as Pro-Am Sports Systems (PASS) was
before it ceased operations laat month.

Fox Sporta Detroit carries Pistons basketball and
Tigers baseball as well ns the Stanley Cup-champi-
on Red Winga.

“He (Murdoch) didn't care what he paid for it
because he knew cablo systems would have to buy
it,” snid Bob McCann, Time Warner regional gener-
al manager to Southwestern Oakland Cable Com-
mission mombers Tucsday. “You know if we didn’t
carry it, this room would be full of people demand-
ing that we carry it.”

Another cable system, Media One, faced public
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New system
revs drivers

Orchard Lake commute quicker

BY GREG KOWALSKI -
BTAFY WRITER .

FAST-TRAC hos cut commuter time and relipved
teaffic cangestion on Orchard Lake Road, according
to the Round Commission for Onkland County.

Eurlier this ycar, FAST-TRAC monitors were
instolled at 23 intersections along Orchard Lake
between 11 Mile in Farmington Hills to Long Lake
Road in West Bloomfield.

The system gauges traffic flow and volume und
adjusta timing of traffic lights to reduco delays. -

On Friday, the road commission reported that a
study of Orchard Loke Road has shown an improve-
ment in travel times,

Reduction in travel time ranges frem 6.5 percent
to 31.8 percent, depending on times and directions,
according to the report.

Surveys were taken from 7-9 a.m., 4-6 p.m. which
are peak rush hour times and from and 1-3 p.m.,
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Making his bld: State Rep. Andrew Raczkowski gets
in on the live auction during the Cornucopia Ball
Saturday. He paid $1,050 to the charitable foun-

dation for the chunce to have Nan
Bates prepare and serve gourmet dinner for eight.

and Charles

Talk about senlors ...

A Senior Task Foreco Hearing, fenturing state
Office of Sorvices to the Aging Director Lynn
Alexander, will be held ot 10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 21,
in the Willinm Costick Center in Farmington Hilla.

Stato Rep. Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farmington
Hills, will host. The group seeka public input on
impraving livea of senlor citizons.

Hosplce Home Improvement

A bit of Farmington Hills’ new Hospico Home resi-
dential facility made its way onto the “Home
Improvement” telovision comedy that aired Tues-
day, Nov. 18, on WXYZ-TV.

Hospice Home served os the model for creating o
hospico realdonco that is part of the show. In the
program, Tim Allen’s TV son, Randy, volunteered nt
the hospice renidenco. Thae program focused on his

- FARMINGTON FOCUS

reaction to hia patient’s illness, and on ex

and all have windows that open, individua! temper-.
ature controls and views of nature. -y

Hospice of Michigan, formed in 1994 in a merger
of 10 community-bnsed hospices, is the largest non-
profit pravider of end-of-life care in the nation.
HOM serves close to 1,000 patients every day
+ h .

of apirituality.

Producers for “Home Improvemeat” contacted
Hospice of Michigan (HOM) several menths ago to
ask for information about hospice care und about
Hospice Home, HOM sant color photos of Hospice
Home, which were used to construct the set for the
program.

Hospice Home opened in Juno 1897 on Middlebelt
Toad, just south of 11 Mile, Licensed ns an adult
foster care facility, Hospico Home can house up to
40 residents in o home-liko environment. All but
two of the rooms nre private, all have private baths,

g! higan's Lower Peninsula.

What's that number? .

The recont report on the Farmington Hills Polico
Department’s honor for Community Policing might
bave been confusing, since the National League of
Cities honor was for cities with populations from
26,001 to 75,000,

Farmington Hills’ population is pow highor than
that, but officinls competed in tho smalter category
becnuss program uses the moat recent census fig- |
ures.
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