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Visitor takes stock of local customs

By LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WIITER

A Japancse government offi-
cinl visiting Farmington Hills
saw conflict, mayhem and disor-
derly behavior.

The question is: Was it at the
Detroit Red Wings hockey game
he attended or the Farmington
Hills City Council meeting the
previous night?

The Wings game was a knock-
down, drag-out nffair where Col-
vrado’s Claude Lomicux and
Detroit's Darren McCarty atart-
ed fighting three seconds after
the puck was dropped. The city’s
council gession was tame by com-
parison, but jarred Takeshi
Miyazaki’s impression about
American government.

Miyazaki, 35, visited Farming-
ton Hills as pert of an internn-
tional exchange sponsored by
The Academy for State and Local
Government in Washington,
D.C. He stayed at the home of
Hills City Manager Daniel
Hobbs during hia two-weck visit.

Miyazoki watched in amaze-
ment as residents spoke out pas-
sionntely ngainst a proposed
development at the city council
meeting where he was also made
an honorary ambassador by
Mayor Alde Vagnozzi.

“In Japan, the citizens con
come out, but they don’t have o
chance to speak out,” said
Miyazaki through interpreter
Yoshiko Gingerich, a Farming-
ton schools bilingual instructor.
“They can observe the meeting.”

Government discussion is sim-
ilarty lacking spontaneity,
Miynzaki said. “But here, the
council membera talk freely
without limitations,” he added.

Miynzaki is getting more than
a glimpse of politics American
styte. He's vigiting New York,
Alexandria, Va., Tucson, Ariz.,
and Berkeley, Calif., before
returning to New York for his
flight home to Kagoshima whero
he is manager of International
Affairs Division of the city's pre-
fecture.

His stay included tours of
Farmington City Hall and the
recycling center in Southfield.
Ie also stopped by Eagle Ele-
mentary where he was able to

County health
talks are given
in Spanish

Onkinnd County Community
Menta! Health's El Centro *La
Familia” has launched a serics of
weekly presentation on mental
and physical health issues.

The sessions, which are open
to all Oakland County residents
and conducted in Spanish, caver
such topics as stress, depression
and nutrition. Sessions are facil-
itated by a licensed social worker
and a registered nurse. Individu-
al sessions with counsclors nlso
are available.

Weckly prescentations are held
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at El Cen-
tro's offices at 35 West Huron,
Suite 200 in Pontiac, The follow-
ing messions are scheduled:

Nov. 26 — How to say no with-
aut feeling guilty;

Dee. 3 — Nutrition and diet;

Dec. 10 — Loneliness and
depressian;

Dec. 17 — Establishing per-
sonal gonls for tho new year.

A new serics of clasaes will
begin in January. For morc
information, call (248) 868-6320.

Silverdome
plays host
to ‘tool man’

The Pontiac Silverdome may
face the biggest challenge ever in
its 20-year hiatory na it will bo
asked to survive & visit from Tim
“The Toal Man” Taylor and his
Home Improvement family.

The Nov. 25 episodo of the
ABC-TV series Home Improve-
ment revolvea around tho televi-
sion family spending Thankagiv-
ing at the Detroit Lions football
game at tho Silverdome. Detroit
native Tim Allen’s character Tim
Taylor receives a backatage tour
and chaos will enaue.

“We den’t want to give away
the ending,” snid Eric Walker,
executive director of the Pontiac
Silverdome, “But suffico it to
any that Tim finds a way to stop
the football game.

The show aira on WXYZ-TV 1
cach Tuesday from 9-9:30 pan,

Visiting here: Farmingtoon HillsCcity Manager Daniel Hobbs (right} hosted
Takeshi Miyazaki as part of an international exchange. The two men check the loca-

tion of the visitor;s home town on a map of Japan.

meet Japnnesc students in the
district's bilingual program.

The atmosphere here is mere
relaxed compared to Japancse
schools whero the clagsroom
setup is formal and regimented.

“Japanese families, when they
come here, thoy're concerned
about education and security,”
Miyazaki said. “The American
school system accepts Japanese
students very nicely and (I'm)
happy to see that.”

Miyazoki's visit was a learning
event for his hosts, too.

“It's been a good experience;
I've enjoyed secing him look at
us oand the United States
through his eyes,” said Hobba.

“He's probably not geing to
remember all the business meet-
ings. He'll have some contraats
to take back with him.”

Miyazaki quickly became a
Hobbs family favorite, especiatly
with son 4-year-ald Daniel, who

adopted his guest as a big broth-
er. Miynzaki is married and has
adeughter, 5, and a son, 4.

He'll likely tell them about the
ice hockey game, which prompt-
cd Miyaznki to apeak same of the
English he has learned during
his stay in the U.S.

“f was surprised by the fight at
the beginning,” said Miyazaki,
who played field hockey at Yoko-
hama City University. *I was
very surprised.”
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Dodge Neon with $1500 cash back.

Now it's even easier 1o take off in a Dodge Neon. After $1,500 cash back, Neon's just
310,155 for starters, 512,830 nicely equipped® with lots of neat stuff like A/C, automatic,
power front windows, power locks and power mirrors. Or get low 1.9% APR financing

Jor up 10 60 months? But you better move quick. They're going pretty fast these days.
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For more info call 1-800-4-A-DODGE. Or visit our Web site as www.dadodge.com
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