Seniors enjoy
busy itinerary
on Irish holiday

he City of Farmington Hille

department of special services,

scnior adult division and tour-
ing company, Seniers Unlimited,
offered an eight day trip to Ircland
thot was enjoyed by 38 area goniors
last month,

1 wae honored to cacort this lively
group via British Airways, which
treated us royally, non-stop to London.
We bourded a groen (of courae) Aer
Lingus jet bound for Cork where we
were met and welcomed by tour direc-
tors Dorothy and Bill McColeman and
our coach driver, Liam Murray.

A jom packed itinerary included the
Rock of Cashel, Waterford glass facto-
ry (now we know why it’'a so expen-
sive), old style Irish pub, complete
with creamy Irish coffee, Guinness,
Murphy's and traditional music.

Cork, Cobh Heritage Center, Tipper-
ary, Limerick, Bunratty castle, an
optional trip to Dublin, Blarney castle,
lovely Kinaale, Killarney and the
Muckross house and gardens were
included on our “to do” list.

Liam Murray, our driver, enter-
tained us from morning until night
with humorous observations on every
subject known to man. We listened
attentively to his melodiua Irish
brogue nnd counted ourselves lucky to
have someone so porsonable at the
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@ Farmington’s Quaker
community helped fleeing
slaves escape to Canada.
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The Under-
ground Railroad
B came through
Farmington
from about 1836
to just after the Civil War in 1865,

In the early to mid 1800s, on the
Michigan frontier, a Quaker scttlement
was eatablished that became Farming-
ton. Arthur Power, a Quaker, widower
and patriarch of a large Farmington,
New York family, wanted good farm
land for his large family. He estab-
lished a whole community.

‘The were good b
as well as being concemed with major
social issues of the day. One of those
isgues was slavery which the Quakers
felt was morally unjust,

The settlers set up local government,
churches and schools. They also estab-
lished mills, blacksmith shops and
stores.

Education was very important to the
settlers. Nathan Power, Arthur’s old-
est son, was a farmer in summer and a
schoolteacher in winter, He was also
an activist. He became vice president
of the Michigan Anti-Slavery Society
and president of the Oakland County
Anti-Slavery group.

The Anti-Slavery Society worked
through political means to climinate
alavery. They also helped slaves to
escape to freedom, This activity was
illegal in tho South and became nation-
ally illegal after 1850.

Most alaves lived out their lives in
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Rall stop: Over a century ago, this house on the west side of Farmington Road north of Eight Mile
was a stop on the Underground Railroad, harboring fugitive slaves making their way to freedom.

slave owners., Some lmpandmg punish-
ment, fear of bemg sold into a hostile

bondage. Some were froed by
masters. Others earned their frecdom
when they had a skill such as a carpen-
ter or a blackamith. They were “rented
out” and in return granted a share of
the profits to buy their freedom.

The motivation to escape was usually
because of some cruelty on the part of

orthe b ing up of familics
by sale of some membor could cause
slaves to take extreme measures.
Befare the expansion of the American
territory into the west in the late
18308, slaves could cscape by going
westward, When this routs wns closed,
reaching a freo state was enough.
Abelitionists nided escaping slaves

by setting up a network of safe havens
16 to 20 miles apart. The anti slave

-participants used railrond terminology

to communicate with cach other. The
safe havens were called stations, the
people offering sanctunry were conduc-
tora, the escapees passengers and the
railrond cars farm wagons or carriages.
Usually the eacoping slaves were pur-
sued by law enforcement or sometimes
by slave hunters.

The term underground was said to
have originated when some escaping
slaves walked up on the banks of a
river in Ohio and a person standing
nearby is reputed to have commented
that they appeared to have come from
an underground raitroad.

The Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 dic-
tated the return of slaves to their mas-
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12" Forcelain Head,
Angel Tree Toppers,
choice of § colors.
$19.95 ea.

/
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HOLIDAY COLLECTION

The Finest Quality
Christmas and Holiday

Ornarmenrts from all over Sl

the World?

1997

16" Burgu) : Iy
and Blue
Tree T,

Atways Christonss Escinstea!
" Golf Bax

Tha Pt
319,95

OEFEN 361 DAYS A YEAR!

Chrirome: and New Tear’s Den
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12" Rasan
Wreaih with
 Fabric Saatx

312,95

2369 JOSLYN CT..

peinted
Scoaish Piper
$9.95

LAKE ORION, MI 48360
(248) 391—5700
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WREATHS &
GARLAND
FINEST QUALITY
TREES ANYWHERE
AT UNBELIEVABLY
LOW PRICES!

4 1/2° Colorado Pine (Green) ...
&' Green Silm Colorado (Green)
&’ Colarado I"lne (Green/Dlue) ..
6' Noble Fir (Green) ...
7* Colorndo PIne (Green/Miue:
| 7' Calurado Pine hinged (Green/Miue) $99.95
7 1/2* Colarado Plne (Green/Blue)
0 Colorado ine (Green/Blur;
9' Colorado Pine (Groen/Blus;
10’ Colorado Pine (Green/Tiue)
12' Calorado Pine (Green/Hiue)
13’ Colorado Pine (Green/Blue) ........ $595,00

AND MUCH MORE!
These trees were made exchusively for
Always (‘hrhlmul Find our m%:u mnm:nl
located in the Canterbury
Olde World

Canterbury
Village

WALDON RIL

Located just
3 miles off
175, Exit
#83, North,
Joslyn Rd.
in Lake
Qrion, MI.




