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Underground Raiiroad ;.. .. =:

ters. It alwo imposed heavy fines on
people helping the slaves ewcape.
Slaves were considered property and
helping them escape was stealing.

After 1850 the Und, d Rail

Power wau chief canductor, His position
as a schoolteacher and his popularity in
the community gained a great deal of
cooperation locally. Almost the entire

lation of Farmi was sympa-

became n risky secret operation for all
involved. Participonts even hid their
aclivitics from their children.

“The destination wns Canoda where
slavery had been outlawed and the gov-
erpment refused to return any people
steking refuge. There were three routes
crossing Michigan to two points in
Canada — Port Huron to Sarnia or
Dotreit to Windsor. One route came
through Farmington where Nothan

thetic.

Vorious speakers like Sojorner Truth
came to Farmington where they clabo-
rated on the cvila of slavery. Most
churches took anti-stavery positions.

Serving with Nathan Power were his
brothers Ira and Abram, brothers-in-
law Ethan Lapham, George Wilber,
Abram Moore and Elisha Roberts, All
were Quakers.  John Thayer, n
Methodist, was n part of the group.

Chat room ;......x:

Nathon Power and his sccond wife,
Paticnce, lived in the Old Quaker meet-
ing house across the road from the Oak-
wood Comatery on Grand River, This
was the atation.. So was the home of
Ethan Lapham on the weat side of
Farmington Road north of Eight Mile.
This house is still standing.

A houss owned by Abram Power next
to the Baptist church on Shiawassce
had a shed in the yard where

Palmer Sherman offered sanctuary on
his property lacated where the Langacre
House is todny. There was no under-
ground tunnol there, however. Conduc-
tors like Nathan Power or his brother
Abram would take a load of hay or other
product to Detroit. They would atay at
tho hotel owned by Seymour Finney, o
station for passengers before the trip to
Canada.

No one d the farm wagons

were given food and shelter. Other
homes in Farmington included the
home of Chauncey Green on Nine Mile
and the Philbrick Tavern on Power and
Eleven Mile.

driven by distinguished Quaker gentle-
men. Under the hay or produce were
the escaping slaves. It wasn't until the
early 20th Century that documentation
was done recording activities of the

Quaker community and the under-
ground railroad.

After the Civil War whon slavery was
abolished, the attention of the commu-
nity turned to womens' suffrage and
Prohibition. .

For further reading on the Under.
ground Railroad sce, “If the Walls Could
Talk, Heritage Homes of Farmington” by
Ruth Moehlman, “Tracing the Under-
ground Railroad,” a pamphlet by Jean
Fax, and the rescarch paper by Lillian
Drake Avery which was printed in "The
Watercolors of Lillian Drake Avery,” by
Jean Fox.

wheel of aur comfortable coach.
Lism coutioned us frequently
against buying an inferior or
faux Irish Aran sweater.

We enjoyed returning to our
hotel, the Blarney Park. cach
evening and eagerly awaited a
gourmet dinner which was ort-

fully presented and pleasing to
all palates. We quickly forgot
ubout fut content and cholesterol
counts as we consumed eream,
whole milk, butter and the like,
thoroughly enjoying the freshest
flavors of Ireland.

Downtime was spent strolling
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the streets of Blarney, & quaint
little village where church bells
sounded in the distance and
charge cards heated up at the
canveniently placed Blarney
Woalen Mills,

Specinl highlights included a
personal tour of Margaret and
Paddy Fenton's Molanna Dairy
Farm which the Fentons have
owned for generations, Paddy
entertnined uvs with a walk
around his farm and introdue-
tions to his charming 87-ycar-old
mother and his handsome young
son who brogght us up to date on
cveryday farm life.

Paddy recited severa) poems
for us and although 38 of us
were crowded into his tiny par-
lor, it was as if all breathing
censed as we respoctfully
allowed him center stage. We

applauded his heartfelt prescn-
tation and I remember swallow-
ing hard and being misty eyed
and in awe of his deep humility
and sincerity.

Paddy's wife, Margaret, loid
out steamy hot coffee, ten, deli-
cious acones split and spread
with homemade currant jam
and cream and s special bread
that hod been laced with Guin-
ness.

Back at the Blarney Hotel, we
wore treated to o specinl Irish
feast and then were entertained
by a lovely Irish girl performing
solos and little Irish children
performed their veraion of River-
dance.

The young at heart group
included many veteran world
travelers, couples, and singles,
all of whom got along well and

Irela
mixed casily. Most climbed the
required 10 Nights of stairy to
kiss the Blarney stone

Our trip concluded on schedule
and we parted woys gratefu for
our week together and memories
shared.

nd: Farmington area seniors on their trip,

Nora Dolan ia program plan-
ner for the seniar adult division,
Farmington Hills. For informa-
tion on other travel destinations
scheduled through the senior
center, call 473-1830.

efore choosing a health plan, make

sure it includes the first choice in health care.

The DMC Health Care Centers.

When comparing health

plans, here's a

very comfort-

ing fact: The

DMC Health

Care Centers

participate in most

major HMOs, PPOs and health

in}uranccs including SclectCarc, DMC CARE

and Health Alliance Plan (HAP). .

Of course, this isn't the only advantage we

provide, As a part of The Detroit Medical Center-

Wayne State University system, our physicians

. are able to treat patients with some of the most

advanced medical techniques. Also, DMC Health

Care Centers offer primary and urgent carc as

well as more than 30 medical specialtics.

And, we're open on Saturdays and offer

extended hours at our Novi

and Livonia loca-

tions. So when

choosing a
medical plan,

consider one

that gives you the

biggest benefit of'all.Thc DMC

Health Care Centers. For more information,

call any of our locations. You'll sce how easy it

is to get the right care, right here.

Wayns Stats Unlvarsity
R cave
Centers

* Lironta DMC Health Care Center

17948 Farmington Road (313) 523.6800

* Nort DAMC Heolth Care Center

41935 W. 12 Mile Road (248) 347-8000

* Notthnest Detroit DMC Mealth Care Center
22341 W. B Mile Road (113) §92.3500

» Southfleld DMC Health Care Center
27207 Lahser Road (248) 827-2160
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