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Raffle will help Farmington tot

Bv MARY lwmuqus

Nurse Lourie Goldi remem-
bers warking on the bone mar-
row tranaplant floor at Harper
Hospital last May when she
encountered a little girl with
leukemio.

Her hoart went cut to the
child’s mother, she recalls,

“I never dreamed I would be in
her shoes just two wocks later,”
said Goldi, of Farmington.

On June 3, Laurie and her
husband, Rob, learned that the
younger of their two sons,
Matthew, then 20 months old,
had acute lymphocytic leukemia
ALL).

“I never in a million yoars
thought it wauld be my child,”
said Laurie Goldi.

Now 2 years old (his birthday
was Voterans Day), Matthew is
in the process of 130 weeka of
trentment, both in-patient at
Children's Hospital of Michigan,
and out-patient.

He was the first CHM pedi-
atric patient to have chemother-
apy treatments at home.

“He's technically in remission,
but we have to follow through
the full course of troatment,”
said Rob Goldi, an attorney with

a practice in Bingham Farms.

“Matthew is very outgoing,
mischievous. He's o real trooper.
He's handled it well.”

Twenty yoars ago, thero was
no cffective troatment for tho
diseaso. Today, thanke to
research, a five-year survival
rate can be achioved by 73 per-
cent of young paticnts with ALL,
a concer thot attacks the blood
forming tissues, bone marrow,
lymph nodes and the apleen,

‘The Goldis wanted to support
the scarch for a cure.

“We put togethor a (solicita-
tion) letter with Matthew's pic-
turc on it and sent copies to
friends, family and colleagues,”
Rob said.

“We've been very successful.
We've raiged close to $13,000.”

‘The couple is warmed by the
support.

“Rescarch hes come so far, but
there is atill auch a long way to
go,” snid Laurie. “We're still los-
ing 26 kids out of every 100 to
leukemia.”

The couple wns further buoyed
by the responso of the awnera of
the Country Cupboard, a home
furniture and accessories store
at 15970 Middlebelt Rd. in Livo-
nia.
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M The Country Cupboard store In Livonia Is
sponsoring a moga Beanle Baby raffle with
all proceeds to leukemia research in

Matthew Goldi’s name. The drawing s Dec.

15.

Co-owners Sharon Eccles and
Sue Delfgauw are sponsoring a
mega-Bennie Baby raffle with all
proceeds to leukemia research
in Matthew’s name.

“(His father) Rob has been our
attorney for 16 years,” said Sue
Dellgauw.

“The lotter explaining about
Matthew's illncsa made us sick.
We knew (Rob) befors he was
married or had children. We
had to do something.”

They saved Beanie Babics
from several of their shipmenta
and launched a raffle during
their Christmans Open House last
weekend,

For just $1 por ticket, cus-

tomers can buy a chance on five
prizes. The grand prize is a
wood tree decorated with 30
Beanie Babies, including some
characters that have been
retired.
Each Beanic Baby is cello-
phane wrapped. The babics are
wired into the wood tree which
rests on o wood stand.

The other four prizes are bas-
kets of 10 Beanie Babies each.
Thoso prizes cach include at
lenst one retired baby.

American Speedy Printing on
Middlebelt Road printed raffle
tickets free of charge.

Delfgauw says she and her
business partner hope to raise
$10,000 for leukemin rescarch
with the raflle.

“We deeided to make the tick-
ets affordable so customers can
buy lots,” she said.

“The drawing witl be Mon-
day, Dec. 16 at 4 pm. and the
winners need not be present.
We'll have a cugtomer pick the
winning tickets.”

Tha store is between Five Mile
and Six Mile ronds, next to A.R.
Kramer.

‘Hours are Monday, Thursday
and Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m,,
Tucsday, Wednesday and Satur-
doy, 10 a.m. w 6 p.m. and Sun-
day noan to b

Call (248) 425 1890 for more
information.
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Bables galorel Matthew Goldi, 2, poses with the ever-
popular Beanie Babies.

Toys needed for kids

leukemia, lymphoma or othe

Annual plans to make the hol-
idnys brighter this year for hun-
dreds of families coping with the
effecta of leukemia are under-
way at the Children's Leukemio
Foundation of Michigan (CLF),

To help raise the toys needed,
CLF is conducting its annual toy
drive. CLF is asking civic
groupa, businesses and individu-
als around the state to collect
toys for children in their area.
The agency is hoping to gather

, over 3,000 donated new toys.

Monctary donations are also
welcome.

The holiday toys program pro-
vides toys to patients and their
families, Children  with

Car raffle slated

The Alliance for the M 1);

blood discases can receive toy:
for themselves and their ai
lings. Adult patients can receive ;
them for their children. For:
many families, this is the nnly
Christmas they will have.

Donated toys arc needed for
children of all nges, from infants -
to teens, All must be new and-
not gift wrapped. Ideal®
toys/gifts for both programs?
include books, arts & crafts:
items, hand-held video games, -
vndcoa, walkman tape playo!
and cossctte tapes, dolls, mani
cure kits, gift certificates, puz-
zles, plnymg cards and lﬂblL‘
gomes.

Call CLF toll-free at 1- 800 -
825-2636.

11 of Onkland County is holding
ita limited ticket raffle sale,
The grand prize is a 1998
Corvette ar $30,000 cush,
Ticketa are $100 and only
1,200 tickets will be sold. Call
5567-6440 for ticket information.
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Everyday is a savings evenl...
hundreds of toys on sale thru 12/24.
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Is Near!
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