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St. Dunstan's Theatre Guild
presents “70, Girls, 70> 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 21-22,
St. Dunstan’s Theatre on Lone
Pine Road (near Cranbrook
Road), Bloomfield Hills. Compli-
mentary parking at Christ
Church Cranbrook, shuttle ser-
vice to theater. Ticketa: 816, stu-
dents under 18 and seniors over
65, $12; call (248) 644-0527.

BY BARUARA MICHALS
BPECIAL WRITER

In an odd variation on “Cin-

derelln,” the Kander and Ebb
muaical *70 Girls, 70" has a
bejeweled fairy godmother turn
a cranky group of senior citizens
into a lively gang of fur thicves.
The current production by St.
Dunstan’s Theatre Guild of
Cranbrook nllows many veteran
players to shine.

Ida (Fran Hayes), dripping fur
and jowelry, roturns to her old
pals at a dowdy senior apart-
ment building in Manhattan.
Having learned of a serious ill-
ness sometime back, she decided

to live hcr remaining lifo to the
fulloat and sort of foll into
shoplifting. She proposecs hor
friends join her in an expanded
operation, not only to onrich
their own lives, but also to spiff
up the apartment building and
open it to homeless seniors.
While the show offers rich
comic roles, the musical numbers
aro sillier than the plot. Half tho
numbers have little or nothing to
do with the story, and oven the
ones that do are not memoarable
despito the excollent skills of the

performers,

Hayes ia full of gusto as Ida, 30
are co-atars Williom Everson as
Harry, Barbora Brown as Gert,
Margory Brooks as Eunice, and
Don Schore as Waltor. All are
wonderfully funny and sing and
dance with zest.

Also adding to the fun are
other scnior ployors in support-
ing roles - Lillian Hitcheock,
Koeith Lepard, Susie Raiach, Bet-
sie Robinson, Al Rosie, Amelin
Duke, Robert Raiach, and Irving

Millennium to present ‘Fantastick’ show

The Millennium Centre opena
its 1997.98 season Friday, Nov.
21 with “The Fantasticks,” which
continuts through Nov. 23

Chris Guyotte, artistic director

at The Millennjum Centre said
“Tho Fi ke is a fabul

p.m. Sunday, Nov. 23.

show, it's the Jongest running
productlon in the history of the-
ater” Now in ita 37th year at the
Sullivan Street Playhouse in
New York City, “The Fantasticks”
offers an evening of music,
drama and laughter.

Guyotte said the story haa
appeal for everyone. “It's the
story of parents wondering how
their children turned out so dif-
ferent from their expectations, to
children trying to make their

Troy Players

7¥oy Players presents “The For-
ecigner” 8 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, Nov. 21-22 and 2 p.m. Sun-
day. Nov. 28 at the Hunter Com-
munity Center, §09 Fisher Ct.
(east of Livernois) in Clawson.
Tickets are $8 general, $7 for
senior citizens and children.
Informqtion: (248) 879-1285.
BY JON&MZ

Charlie has a terminal case of
shyness. By pretending not to be
able to speak English, he doesn't
have to tatk. But oh, the things
he hears!

And with that, w1th Larry
Shue's populur comedy, “the For-
eigner,” Troy Playera kicks ofT a
new senson in A new, tomporary
home. Theater-goers loyal to the
Troy group aro urged to continue
their support by driving twa
miles south to Clawson's Hunter
Community Center.

A small crowd encouraged the
cast through opening nigh?.,
‘which included an actor's
unscripted tantrum that we'll
get to later.

But first, back to the very
strange plot Good old Charlie
has accompanied his buddy, a
British Staff Sergeant nick-
named “Froggy,” to the back-
wooda of Georgin. There, Froggy,
2 munitions expert, is participat-

ticks”
When: 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Nov. 21-22; 2 p.m. and 7
Wherc. At the Millennium Centre, 16600 J.L.-Hudson Drive,

Tickets: Resorved tickets $10 and $12, groups of 20 or more
can purchase tickets at $9. Dinner and show ticket available from
The Milleanium Centre box office for $20, Patrons will enjoy a
family stylo buffet at the Stockyard Restaurant, and then see “The
Fantasticks” at the Millennium Centre. Call the box office (248)
662-1226 or Ticketmaoster (248) 645-6666. For information, call

(248) 562-7000.

own murk on the wnrld und
wnrlung

l‘unny, nald Chris Jones of
k who stars as Matt,

achiove their
“It's benunful story, and

Guyotte.

Upcoming events include the
Gomini Holiday Family Concerts
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 6 and “The Bromentown
Musicians” in March,

On Jan, 16 the Millennium
Centre will hold opon auditions
for youthe ages 13-18 to join
“The New Millennium,” a resi-
dent youth theatre company ded-
icated to cxposing aren youth to
all clementa of theater and the
arta from technical to perfor.

mance.”

*If you start exposing young-
aters to theater now, we will
have an ed later

“We plnn to do more
ming for young people,” said

on,” said Guyotte.

introduce audiences to ‘The Foreigner’

doesn't matter. While Froggy’s off’
blowing things up. Charlie’s
stuck at a bed and breakfast
with an assortment of Southern
dis-comlorts.

Charlie, as noted, is unable to
deal with people (“I've often won-
dored how does one acquire a
personality?”). By passing him-
self off as “The Foreigner,” maybe
he can survive the three-day
ordeal except that there's some
strange going's on at Betty
Mecek’s Fishing Lodge Resort.
Owen, the county property
inspector, wants to evict poor
Miss Betty for his own nefarious
gchemes, aided by the Rev.
David, who's engaged to preg-
nant and trusting Catherine.
Also on board is Catherine's dim-
witted teennge boy, Ellard.

Imagine Laotka from TV’s
“Taxi” cast o8 Dudley Deo-Right.
As Charlie makes up his some-
where-in-Europe accent as he
gocs along, he finds himself nat
only acquiring that elusive per-
sonality but a large docs of
courage to go with it.

As the title character, Gary
Bosck ia an appealing teddy
bear. He gets some great oppor-
tunities in the sccond act to take
over the stage and doesn't drop
the ball. His big momoent -
tcllmg a r‘nystcry story in that

ing in some arm; that
wo didn’t quite get, but it really

Y dialect - has the
yuunguters in the audience rot-
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licking.

Mog Kaatz (Betty) and Mike
Kopera (Ellard) make the very
most of their roles. Botty makes
that common mistake of think-
ing that maybe Charlie will com-
prehend her if she screams in his
car (“He don’t understand no
English - even if it’s real loud!"),
and the joke never wears thin.
Young Kopera, a stage vetoran
alrcady, makes us see just how
slow those gears are turning,
and there's n cute bit between
Ellard and Betty with “hominy
grits” being mistaken for “how
many grits.”

Troy Players’ mainstay John
Faris is funny as the dastardly
fiend Owen, who takes an
instant dislike to the astranger
(“We don’t git many o your kind
in these part.") He's evil-in-over-
alls, and we sure are glad when

’we%%éa‘is
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he “gits” his due. Kerry Plaguc’s
Revercnd David shrioks o lot,
and we're not sure why Mary
Hyde's Catherine is 8o ornery.
Maybe it's the shricking.

That tantrum we mentioned
was thrown by Jason Groh, as
Froggy. Tearing off his stage

he for no reason app

to the sudience, he proclaimed in
character “I hate these things”

and proceeded to ad lib about it
twice more before picking the
mustache up off the floor and
exiting. It wasn't funny. It wasn't
clever. And it threw off the other
actors, On the one hand, that's
live theater:‘the actors are out
there on the edge, and every per-
formance is diffcrent. On the
other hand, director Rob
Chrenko has hopefully taken
this actor out to the woodshed
for a Southern-style talking-to.

7>
c%xa‘ip{

BURTON

Two for One
with this Ad

Craft & Collectible Show

ON SCHOOLCRAFT EAST OF DRC, LIVONIA

MANOR

SUNDAY
NOVYEMBER 23RD
10 a.m. - 4

S2—tonMo e

FUTRTRTH

.
WC Ic S&VIHg El seat. fOI' you‘

LL raicn '4‘.4

1is”

45 643 G666

Veteran players steal show in »fuhn'y 7 O ' Glrls 70

Ruben.

Among tho younger gonera-
tion, Krystyn Irvine and Kimber-
ly Brown sing up a storm as the
friendly cafe waitresses who also
join the gang of thicves. Pamela
Richards, ertificially aged as a
grandmother, is a comic treat
whenever sho's on stage, and Jeff
Drewno is very likable as the
accommodating doorman Eddie.

Together they'ro » knock-out
in "Go Visit Your Grandmother,”
wiLth Richards’ lively dancing
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veice.

Undoubtedly, the funnicst
sceno is when tho gang dccides
to *play old” when questioned by

piritof %hm;muw presents,

a policemun, their hnrd-of-hear-
ing antics very recognizably
true-to-life.

Music director Barbara Annc
Gowans, stagoe director Laura
Raisch and her ansistant John
Irvine, and choreographer Rober-
ta Campion essisted by Victoria
Costantini cannot be faulted;
they do tho most with esscatially
weak matenial,

Unfortunately, at last Satur-
day night's performance the age
of tho star players was made all
too believable by the many line
flubs. A fow missed lighting cucs
and a loud smoke alarm set ofT
by a very emall on-atage explo-
sion also showed a need for more
polish.
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C?/té:cmber 21- @u,mbu 31

Open Every Night 6-10

ooy ihit Display

Sarais

%&mﬁuncu n festive deive-through light displiy with new anbmnted
tight scta, Come Indoors for nedvities sueh as the Celebration of Trees. o
Winter Wonderland with o minlatuee electrie teala, o “Christimns Around
the World™ Creche Exhibit, o Christmas Glft Store, and many benutifnl
and exciting decomtions, Al proceeds will benefit ehildren and eliarities
In Southeastern Michigan this Holiday senson, So. please join us and

experience the gift of giving,
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Mujar Exvent Sponsors:
Bitrton Malow Rudolph/Libbe, e,

Domino'’s Pizza, Ine. Stmd-Hy Power
Progeessive Toot and Industrics Co.
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Mininan donation:
S5 Mon-Thurs,

87 Fri-Sun,

S50 Buses

vib Wright Drive o 140 Box 022 s
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GREENBERG

graeat train + dollhouse ¢ toy

SHOWS

Saturday, November 22‘;
Sunday, November 23
Novi Expo Center
Novi, Michigan

+ Shop the holiday hobby marketplace offering a wide
selection of toy & mode trains, train parts, dollhouses,
miniatures, collectible toys & hobby books.

+ Rare Lionel postwar action from Toledo Trainmasters,
huge N scale tayout, Lionel Kiddie Express and Thomas
the Tank on the BIG train G gauge layout.

+ Atiend model railroading clinics by hobby experts.

¢ Tour the Greenbery Dollhouse Gallery. :

+ Enter to win great hourly door prizes.

Show Hours: Saturday 11-5 and Sunday 11-4 :
Admission: $6 Adults - $2 Ages 6-12 :

(Inctudes parking. Admission goud for hoth duy

Dircctions: Take 1:96 to exit 162, Go south on Novi Ruad to the -
Expo Center un the nght, behind the Bob Evans Restaurant.
For Informativn call, (248)348-5600,1410)795-7447 or visit our -
web site atwww.greenbergshows.com :




