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MOVIES

‘Jackal’ fails to 1mprove on the orlglnal version.

Part of the fun
in 1973s “The
Doy of the Jack-
al” wos the
obscurity of the
actor playing
the assessin, o
manter of dis-
guine, It gave
you the para-
naid feeling that
the nondescript
fellow with the
wide tie und
R sideburns sit-
ting next to you on the airplune
(or in the mavie theater, for that
matter) could be a political
asBussin,

The new version, shortened to
simply “The Jackal,” features
Bruce Willis in various personas
(und wig styles) from pot-bellied
Canudian te blond-maned fisher
dude. The only problem is: the
claborate get-ups don't add up to
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much except tedium for the audi-
ence and another star vehicle for
Willis that gocs nowhere fast,

An MTV.style credit scquence,
backed by music from Primal
Scream, is practically a mini-
movic about the fatl of the Soviet
Union.

This hip intro couldn’t contrast
more with the rest of the movis,
which, directed by “Rob Roy's”
Michael Caton-Jones, quickly
becomes your standard-issue
cypionage thriller. When a gang-
ster's brother is killed during a
Russion nightclub bust, a myste-
rious nssossin is hired. For $70
million, the killer (known only by
the code nume “Jackal™) will
murder the American FBI direc-
tor and then disappenr without a
trace.

Enter Declan  Mulqueen
(Richard Gere), sn imprisoncd
IRA bomber and the only man
who can identify the Jackal by

sight. He strikes o deal with the
authorities {led by a stern Sid-
ney Poitier): collar the would-be
killer and the Irishman will have
his sentence lessened.

And you thought Brad Pitt'a
accent in “The Devil's Own” was
suspect? Check out the gray-
haired Gere; he makes Pitt
sound like Michael Collins.
Moreover, he has virtually no
chemistry with Willis, save for
the slow-motion shots of their
inevitable face off stolen from
director John Woo.

Even worse uurde w Paitier,
who keeps nppumng in thank-
less roles like this in forgettable
action movies. Can't the man
generaltly regarded us one of the
nation’s premier black actors
find work in better projects?

“The Jockal™ sinks lowest
when it mixes violence with
humor when the nssassin uses o
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greasy-haired shop rat as a mov-
ing target for his lntest weopon.

The movic's sole good idea
comes noar the end. The chase
takes the men deep into the sub-
way tunnels, capped by a shot of
u narrow cscape that may be the
movie’s only true thrill. Even
thia is hindored by surprisingly
low-tech special effects,

My lave/hate relationship with

Bruce Willis continucs with “Tho
Jockal.” Used so cffectively in
*“Pulp Fiction” and *T'welve Mon-
keys,” the egomaniac actor is
asked to do little more than look
stone-faced as he carries out his
misgion.

By the ond of the movie, he
veverts to your run-of-the-mill
raging psychopath, holding inno-
cent people hostage and taunting

Mulqueen with cries of, yo’
can't protoct your women, cna
you?” It's a bloody and stupi

end to what his Irish advorsary
might call a bloody stupid film.

John Monaghan welcom}
your calls and comments.
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (313) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, majlbox 1866.

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Insgtitute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward, Dotroit. Call {313} 833-
2323 for information. ($6.50;
$4.50 studenta/soniors)

“Hollow Reod” (Britain -
1996). Friday-Sunday, Nov. 21-23
(call for showtimes). When a
nine-year-old boy begins to show
signe of poesible abuse, his
fntht;:; must decide what action

take,

“Vive L'Amour” (Taiwan )
1994), 7 p.m, Monday, Nov. 24. In
the crowded city, a lonely roal
estnte agent uses ono of her
vacant high rises to conduct an
affair, unaware that a young
man has found her keys and is
living there too.

Main Art Theatre 118 N.
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Ogk. Filma play through nt least
Thursday, unless noted ather-
wise. Call (248)0542 -0180 for

50;
seniors and matinee; $3 twilight)

“Eve’s Bayou” (USA - 1997).
Samuel L. Jackson stars in this
black-themed drama, sct in a
amall backwater Louisiana com-
munity, where the story of a
seemingly prosperous family is
told from the perspective of a 10-
year-old girl.

“Washington Square” (USA
- 1997). Jennifer Jason-Leigh
and Albert Finney star in this
adaptation of a Henry James
novel about an awkward rich girl
caught between her over-protec-

tive father and a penniless suit-

or.
“Wings of the Dove” {Britain
- 1997). More Henry James. Thie
time the turn-of-the-contury
romantic entanglement occurs
between a conniving weman
(Helena Bonham Carter) and a
handsome journalist (Linus
Roache). Thoy devise a plan to
have him woo a dying woman
and thus inherit her fortune.
Magic Bag Theatre 22918
Woodward, Ferndale. Call (248)
544-3030 for information. ($2)
“Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory” (USA-
1971), 9:30 p.m. Thureday, Nov.
20. The movie version of the
Roald Dahl novel about every
children's fantasy: winning a
ticket to the candy story (or in
this case chocolate factory) led
by tour guide Geno Wilder.
“Swingers” (USA-1996). 9:30
p.m. Wednesdny, Nov. 26. A group

.of aspiring young actors in L.A.

form friendships, try to pick up
women, and cruise the city's
3

You.")

Southfitld Centre for the
Arts, 24360 Southfield Road,
Southfield Call (248) 424-. 9022

(33)

“Stormy Westher” (USA-
1843). 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 21. A
legendary linoup of black enter-
tainers appear in this pioneering
musical, including Lena Horne
(singing the title song), Fata
Waller (“Ain’t Misbehavin®), Cab
Calloway, Dooley Wilson, and
Bill “Bojangles” Robinson.

Star Southfleld 12 Mile Road
(west of Telegraph), Southficld.
Call (248) 372-2222. ($6. 50
$4.50 before 6 p.m.)

“The Ice Smrm” (USA- 1997)
A film adaoptation of Rick
Moody's confessional account of
life in the 1970s, starring Kevin
Kline, Sigourney Woaver and
directed by Ang Lee (“The Wed-
ding Banquet,” *Sense and Scnsr
bility”).

. Windsor Film Theatre, 213!5

Street West,
Cunndn Call (819) 264-] F]Llﬂ
dian; $4 U.S.)

martini bars in this ind
exploration of the Cocktail
Natian.

Redford Theatre 13671
Lahser (at Grand River), Detroit.
Call (313) 537-2660 for informa-
tion. ($2.50)

“Broadway Melody of 1940"
(USA-1940). Friday-Saturday,
Nov. 21-22 (organ overture
begins a half hour before show-
time), Fred Astaire and Eleanor
Powell team in this MGM mum-

($5.26 C:

“Drowning in Dreams”
{Canada-1997), 7 p.m. 'l'hupdny-
Sunday, Nov. 20-23. A documen-
tary account of one man's- absei-
sion in which the wreck of a lug-
ury yacht, discovered in 1970 ih
Lake Superior, leada to misfor-
tune for the man who tries to
raisoe it.

“Different for Glrln-
(Britain-1897), 9:15 p.i. Thurd-
dny-Sunday, Nov. 20-23. A ged-

cal with the tunes supplied by

Cole Porter (“Begin the

Beguine,” *]1 Concentrate on
b

COMING ATTRACTIONS

a
heterosexual male and o trang-
sexual “woman.”

*Scheduled to open Friday, Nov. 21
“JORN GRISHAM'S THE RAINMAKIR®
Orama based on John Grisham's best selling
novel about a law student who finds himself
invotved In & lugh-profite clwil litigation.
Stars Matt Damon, Claire Danes, Danny
Devilo, Mary Kay Place, Mickey Rourke, Jon
voight.

“MORTAL KOMBAT: ANNMILATION®

Sequel to the 1995 hit where 8 group of
herolc fighters must save Earth in 8 noules
Mortal Kombat tournament. Stars RWH
Shou, Yatisa Soto,

“MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF G000 AND

L

Based on John Berendt's best-satling book
examining contempotary avents and unigue
characters in Savonnah, Georgla following o
shocking murder. Stars Kevin Spacey.

“ANASTASIA®

A magical mix of music, adventure, tomence
and comexy In a full{ength animated motlon
pictute about the fadled lost Russian
princess, Features the voices of Meg Ryan,
Kelsey Grammar, Angela Lansbury, John
Cusack and Christopher Lioyd.

i
Scheduied to open Wednesday, Nov. 28
“FLUBBER® .
Remake of tha classic Disney comedy about
o bumbiing professor who accidentally
Invents an antkgravity materlal which he 5
names “flubber.” Stavs Rovin Williams, |}
Marcia Gay Haden, Ted Levina ond Clancy?
Brown, .
“ALIEN REJURRICTION® "
Sigowney Weaver ratuns as Ripley who -+
discovers that her “resurcection” s the |
fesult of an Inctedible experiment which higs
sitared both her and the cresture she had
oeenemyln‘ Also stars Roa Periman,”
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Backstage Pass takes time for fishes

Have you ever
looked down at
your calendar
and digcovered
it was some-
thing like
National Formi-
ca Awaroness
Day? Or Adopt A
Naked Molo Rat
Week? Or Razor
Burn Prevention
Month? If we
actually got all
this “official”
time off from work ~ any to edu-
cate ourselves about the impor-
tance of durable, stain-resistant
countertop vencers in our lives —
we'd never get anything done.

But not all such designations
are punch lines. For instance,
1997 is tho International Year of
the Coral Reef, a call for every-
one on the planet to bone up en
the importance of the coral reefs
to the health of earth's ccosys-
tems. We at Backstage Pass,
along with everyone at Detroit
Public Telovision, nre doing our
part to get the word out. But per-
haps the most active participant
in the spirit of the year is the
Wildlife Interpretive Gallory at
the Detroit Zoo. They've been
housing a coral reef exhibit, with
underwater photographs and art
inapired by these living eanyons
of the sez. Now, to complement,
the exhibil, tho gallery commis-
sioned Detroit's Mosaic Youth
Theatre to create o live perfor-
mance piece dramatizing the
importance of tho recfs.

T spokn with Yvonno DuQue
abaut the show. Now, I dan't
want to liken Yvonne to a2 Dr.
Sousa character, but she wears a
lot of hats in the renaissance of

BACKSTAGE
PASS

ANN
DELIS!

<] Dotroit's indigenous theater

scene: associnte director of Mosa-
ic Youth Theatre, director of the
Next Stage Company — an oxten
sion of Mosaic with an older caat
- one of the foundi

dYing, because humnnn ntc
killing the coral.

- Next problem: create drnmn
wiumut making anyono the bad

guy. “It's a play within

of, and a producer at, Planct Ant
in Hamtramek.

Just typing that list wears me
out, but Yvonno somehow found
the time to write, direct and cre-
ate tho coral reef show for the
200, and even some more time to.
tell me about it. “The show is
called ‘Rain Forest of the Ocean:
Drama on the Coral Reef’ Mosa-
ic has been wanting to do some-
thing with the zoo, and Gorry
Craig (curator of the Wildlife
Interprotive Gallery and a crack
Backstagoe Pass art correspon-
dert), wanted to do something
about the coral reof, It's boon
very collaborative with the zoo.
They've beaen giving us fish
lessons, 80 wo're educated and
accurate. They've also been gen-
crous about letting us be very
creative.”

‘The show posed some interest-
ing prohlems for Yvonne: it had
to be geared toward kida and
driven by content. “We wanted to
get them cxcited about the coral
reof, but we didn't want it to be
scicntific. So we bad to come up
with a formnt: What can we pull
from our reaearch to tell the
utory,
Luckily, the reefa are home to
veal-life fish whosg nomes sound
downright theatrical — Dam-
salfish, Clownfish, Foxfaco,
among others. The names lent
thomeelves to n atory kids
nlready knew. “What if inatead of
the wolf, wo have a fox? Damgel
is Little Red Riding Hood, and
inntend of taking goodics te
grandma’s house, sha's taking
algae, bacause thoir home is

a play. The actors are playidg
fish who are actors. Becauge
they’re not bad fish. They all ggt
slong. 8o Foxface can come omt
saying, ‘Why do I have to plny-n
mean character? I'm a mild-moh-
nered algae grazerl' so we dod't
misrepresent him. And lator dn,
in place of ‘what big teeth Yu
have,” Damselfish can say, np'.
what a dog-like snout you hawe.'
That way we get the fish facmm
there.”

By humanizing the rnut’a
inhabitants, the show drivgs
home its messonge to kids. “In 20
years, 70 percent of coral reolfa
could be gone if we don’t do
something. This is & way of ady-
ing to the kids, ‘Hey, recycle plds-
tie, und do all theso other thingm
you've been hecaring about,
because now you know who wo
are.’” It's a grent project, and
tonight on Backstago Pass we'll
see o Aeene from tho play ngd
talk some more with Yvonne aqd
Gary. | '

Also on the Big Show, we’ll 1;7:1
a live performance from one f
Dan Aykroyd's favorite bludh-
funk-rock bands, Detroit's ovin
Mudpuppy. Woll look behind the
scenes at preparations for the
Thanksgiving Day parade. Aru]
wo'll show you the musical talont
of Detroit’s own King of All
Media, Mitch Albom, whon be
perfurmu live in the Detroit Pub-
lic Toloviaion studio with hjs
wife, Jeanine. That’s tonight on
Backstage Pasa at 8:30 on
De]lmlt Public Tolevision, Ch:m
nel 58,
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