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Loneliness prevails on

Duran Duran
singer Simon Lo
Bon hae only
been on the road
for a day and
alrendy  ho's
finding it
extremely lonely
and boring,
After ho makes
sure I'm not a
groupie calling
his hotel room,

Le Bon said he'd rather play the
teeny-bop magazine game,

“You're not going to nek me my
favorite color or the color of my
underwear?” he aeked.

-He citos pink os his favorite

color. .
v *It's the color of all goed
thingse. It's the color of my
favorito things. It's the color of
girls. We're Duran Duran. We're
8till a girl group. That's why we
et such (bad) reviews from ail
the critics. It’s because thoy're
sexist. They think that girls
‘haven’t got any taste in the
world.”

Le Bon is apeaking on the tele-
‘phone from a hotel in Hartford,
Conn., Wedneeday, Nov. 12,
‘Although Duran Duran hadn't
played a gig yet, he found the
tour interesting.

A.“I just found out that Con-
“necticut has three C's in it. Con-
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nect-i-cut,” Le Bon said slowly
putting emphasis on each of the
C's. Upon being told thnt thia
tour has proved to be education-
al, Le Bon said, "That's ns much
as my littlo brain can handle.,”
Proud of his accomplishments,
he tells of the state's connection
with the “Last of the Mohicans.”

“I'm going mad, which is what
happens when you're in hotel
hell.”

On top of being lonoly and
bored, he's upset that the book
he's rending, “Credo” by Melvyn
Bragg, ia “crap.”

“It's sensationalist. It's set in
the dark ages. Therc's a lot of
rape and pillage. The sex scenes
are really bad. Docan't that tell
you that it's written by a guy?
The battle scenes are really
good, but I'd rather it be the
ather way around ~ good sex
scencs and bad battle scenes,” Lo
Bon said,

Suddenly it strikes him. He's
supposod to talk about music
and his new album “Medazza-
land” (Capitol},

The album, Duran Duran's
best in years, is the first os o
trio; bassist John Toylor left in
Jonuary. “Medazzaland” hear-
kens back to Duran Duran's car-
licst albuma. The first single
“Electric Barbarella” carries a
keybonrd/techno sound similor to
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of 144
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BEANTINE! -

THE #1 COMEDY IN AMERICA!

“Hancis down the funniest picture
in years! ﬁ!l. all-ages blast!”

Rechisharien, THE BALTIMORE SUN

laughs,
‘Beany’ delivers!”

= Lawrance Van Celcer; THE [ON YORX TRES.

stop!”
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one of the Duran Duran's first
singles, “Rio.” Classic Duran
Duran ia the common theme
running throughout “Medazza-
land.” “Big Bang Gonoration™
absorbs '90s dance grooves whilo
songs like “Michael You've Got a
Lot to Answer For” blends Duran
Dyran's playful pop sounda with
industrial-driven rock. .

“I think thero's an excitement
there that was rediscovered that
was on the firet couple of
albums. I guess after what hap-
pened with ‘Thank You' (the
band’s miscrable cover album),
our backs aro really up ngainst
the wall. It just drew the best
out of us,” Le Bon oxplained.

*With John leaying the group,
it mado us fight for survival.
When you want to get shrubs to
flower, you want to plum it, put
it undor threat. It responda by
becoming very prolific. That's
cxactly what happens with
artists. They fight back, at least
we do anyway.”

Duran D

The trio and John Taylor
bogan. working on “Medazza-
land” off and on since tho end of

*We wroto the songs and then
we wont out and did an eight-
month promotional tour with
'Thank You." Wo only started
reworking on this in November

5.

“We had seeds at the begin-
ning. We went away and came
back to grow them. Thia has
been a very horticultural conver-
sation. If I hadn't become a
musician, I would have been n
gardener”

Duran Duran’s tour, which
comes to the State Theatro in
Detroit on Monday, Nov. 24, will
include the trio, o bass player
and a drummer - that's it,

“It's the firat time since 1982
that there’s only five guys on
stage. I'm really proud of that.
Thero's no horn players, no extra
percussionists, no backing vocal-
ists. It’s just the band on stage.
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It's great.”
According to music web sites,

. STREET SCENE

uran’s new tour

admission and $40 reserved scat-
ing in the mezzanine, are still.

the band's set includes songs
from oarly in Duran Duran’s
career. .

“Wo have a lot of old stuff prac-
ticed up, We have somo real sur-
prises, some things that you
wouldn’t expect us to play, songs
that we haven't played in 18-17
years that work really well with
the new stuff. The ‘Notorious’
period is not working with what
wo're doing now. We haove
roturned to that slightly left of
center dance rock, harder sort of
sound with this album.”

Remembering he's lonely in a
hotel reom, Le Ben asks, “Will 1
see you at the show? Please,
bring some girlfriends.”

Duran Duran performs at 7:30
b.m. Monday, Nov. 24, at the
State Theatre, 2115 Woodward
Ave,, Detroit. Tickels, $25 general

[EHERREE,  wwwanya.com

lable for the all-ages show,

For more information, call (313)
961-5451. -

* Aftor touring arcnos and<
summer sheds, Billio Joe Arm=2
strong, singer/guitarist for Greep
Day, is excited to bo bock in}
clubs. i

“It’s a lot moro intimate. I caa:
make more of a spectacle out gf
myself, which [ have nover had!
much of a problem with anyway,”
Armetrong said with a laugh.

Green Day is touring in sup-
port of “Nimrod,” its third album
for Roprise Records and fifth.
overall, "

Green Day and Superdrag per-..
form Thursday, Nov. 20, at the
State Theatre, 2115 Woodward
Ave., in Detroit, Tickets are $17
in advance.For more informa-
tion, call (313} 961-MELT.
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“FRANC FORD COPPOLA
CAPTURES ALL THE BEST
OF JOHN GRISHAM

with superb performances by an all-star cast.
A sure-fire Oscar’ contender! Danny DeVito
is devllishly funny and Matt Damon

Jeanne Wof, JEANNE WOLF'S HOLLYR0OOD

“AN EXCEPTIONAL CAST
- AND A
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shines as a leading man.”

SOLID STORY”

- SCOMPELLING
O FIRST-RATE
ENTERTAINMENT.
; Masterfully directed and
Y prilliantly performed?
= Ll Beegoli, RESTROON QYE RADIO
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A roal starsmaker
for Matt Damon |
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