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OCC guarantees a limit
to tuition rate for 3 years

BY TiM RICHARD

_BTAFY WRITER

+* Students at Oakland Commu-
~nity Collego aro guaranteed
wtheir tuitions won't rise faster
Cthan the rate of inflation or 3

percent for the next three school
. years.

~ The board of trustces made
sthat promise Nov. 17 on a 5-2
«vote. The rate of inflation is
wdefined ae the U.S. Bureau of

Labor Statistice’ conaumer price
<ndex (CPI), which haa been run-
=ning around 2.7 percent in the
*nrid-1890s.

e

a~ “I'm uncomfortable with three
years,” 8aid board vice chair Jon-
Lice Simmons of Rochestor Hills.
-She east one of the dissenting
~votes, along with board chair
. dudnh Wiser.

Wiser, of West Bloomfield,
pmnted out that with tuition
caps, atudents and their families
wilt be cligible for state income

‘, tax credits. The 1995 law allows
. eredita for tuitions paid to public
yniversitiea and colleges that
hold their tuition hikes below
the CPI rate of increase.

i Trusteo Jeanne Towar of
! Royal Oak won an amendment
! providing that tuition rates will
! be hiked only “if sufficient rev-
| enue is not generated by other
» means.” OCC gets about 22 per-
| cent of its vevenue from tuition,
i 20 percent from state aid and
\ nearly 60 percent from property
¢ taxes,

« Currently, resident students
+ pay $46 per credit hour. Assum-
; ing a CPI increnee below 3 per-
i cent, they would pay $47.40 in
: fall of 1998, $48.40 in fall of
* 1999, nnd $60.30 in fall of 2000.

. Michigan non-OCC residents
. pay $78 and would sce their
" rates go to $80.30, $82.70 and
$85.20 over the next three years.
: The tuition hikes, if enacted,
~would produce about $500,000 of
'rmw revenue per year for bud-
cts that will rise from a current

102 million to $112 million in
1999-2000.

OCC lest raiged its tuition in
fall of 1994 and has kept rates
flat since then. Voters in mid-
1995 nearly doubled the proper-
ty tax rate for seven years, help-
ing keep tuitions down and
pumping in $35 million a year
for renovations and equipment.
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Arguing for some tuition
increase, trustee Sandra Ritter
of Waterford said, “If we renew
the millage, we have to show
taxpaycrs that students are pay-
ing their share.”

“The college has been able to
held down tuition rates by o
combination of factors,” said
Chancellor Richard T. Thomp-
son, “including careful ongoing
reviow of staffing needs, prudent
use of revenue from the 1995
millage, and cost-saving mea-
sures.”

One measure, vocally oppused
by employee unions, has been
not to fill 60 job vacancics.
Thompson also pointed to
$300,000 worth of payrol! reduc-
tiona by attrition. His goal is to
hold payrall ot 80 percent of the
“charter millage,” the 0.82 mill
property tax approved by voters
when OCC was founded in 1964,

Without cost-cutting, OCC's
budget, like those of most col-
leges nnd universities, would
outstrip revenues every year,
Reason: Colloges deal with a
“higher education price index”
(HEPD, which exceeds the CPI
because colleges buy a different
marketbasket of goods compared
to families.

Since 1994, the CPI has risen
11.79 porcent while the HEPI
has risen 12.58 percent, Thomp-
son s0id.

Unions react

Charles Noumann, math
instructor who heads the OCC
Faculty Association, aaid the
union can support cither a one-
year or three-year cap on tuition.
He added that OCCFA is provid-
ing 60 student scholarships cur-
rently ond will add another this

year,

On the other hand, Teamsters
Local 214 representative Mike
Khirallah, a dean on the Royal
Oank Campus, comptained that
members are fruatrated at not
being able to reach a contract
agreemont noarly two years
after winning a certification efec-
tion.

And Rose Couturo, represont~
ing classifiod employees in
AFSCME Locnl 2042, said it
would file class-action grievances
againset the college. Cases
involve subcontracting bargain-
ing unit work, transfers and job
postings.

Footnote

Literally, the OCC board reso-
lution promised to cut tuitions
97 percent, It promised “tuition
rates” would not exceed the CPI
or 3 percent. “Everyone knowa
what woe meant,” said Ed
Callaghan, vice chancellor for
human resources and communi-
cations. The resolution meant
tuition increases would be held
to the CPI or 3 percent.

Oakland Community College
board briefs from Nov. 17:

Literacy project

Trustees applauded the work
of student Christina Barrow, a
mother of two, in the “America
Reads Challenge” literacy pro-
jeet.

*The goala are to have all
third-graders reading at o third-
grade level and to improve adult
 basic literacy,” said Carolyn Har-
rison, co-chair of the project.
Harrison is director of campus
services on the Royal Oak Cam-
pua.

Barrow, studying mental
health and social work, told
trustoes she helps young stu-
donts who “fell hetween the
cracks and just didn't learn” to
read.

Barrow also anid she works
with students taking English as
a second language. “She tenches
me about her culture, too,” she
said of one student.

Tutoring began in the fall of
1997. OCC’s Royal Oak and
Southficld eampuses work with
the Oaklond Literacy Council in
n pilot program. They use work-
study funding and scholarships
provided by the OCC Foundation
to troin and pay OCC students.

Students like Barrow are
trained as readers for children in
campus child care centers and as
ESL basic literacy tutors.

Hackett honored

Former trustec David Hackett
of Rochester Hills will be givena
lifetime membership in the
American A of Commu-

nity Collego Trustces by vote of
the board

“Dave waos a role model for
me,” eaid board vice chair Janice
Simmons, who proposced tho
honar. “We should give people

their flowérs while they can atill
smell them.”

OCC will pay $1,000 for Hack-
ctt’s membership and send him
to o San Francisco convention
next year.

OCC trustees like literacy project

Seavzan

New jobs

W Simmons started work Mon-
day as director of women's ser-
vices for the Detroit Mcdical
Center. She is now a Rochester
Hills resident.

M Trustee Jeanns Towar, for-
merly o news medin consultant,
has been appointed exccutive
director of the Royal Onk Cham-
ber of Commerce.
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