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Theaters from page D1

steamro‘ler from page D1

between the time a movie is
releaged and when it reaches
video stares and cable networks,

In effect, smaller theaters
aron't only losing out to
megoplexes, but feeling the
squUeCze By MOViegoers increus-
-ingly choose to stay at home in
front of their VCRs to watch
movies, many of which are
réleased on video just five
months after their cinematic
debut.

According to o New York
Times/CBS News poll taken last
summer, about two-thirds of
Americans prefer watching
movies at home, With the emer-
gence of pay-per-view, it's
expected more maovie-watchers
will remain in their homes to
select a film,

Mammoth Video in Troy
expects a 30 percent increase in
rentals through the holidays. “In
cold weather, people would
rather sit at home and watch
videos at their convenience,” said
Mary Stune, store manoger at
the Crooks Round location.

With upcoming video relcases
of “Men In Black,” “Speed 11"
“Con Air,” and “Chasing Amy,”
video stores will carry the same
movies that appear at dollar-

houses.

For now, however, the attén-
tion iu clearly on the more thon
30 movies scheduled to bo
released before the end of the
year, including the long-awnited
“Titonic;” Steven Spiclberg's
“Amistad;” the ndaptation of the
besteselling book, “Midnight in
the Garden of Good und Evil;®
Robin Willinms in “Flubber;”
“Jackic Brown,” Quentin
Tarantinoe’s follow-up to “Pulp
Fiction;” Woody Allen’s latest,
“Deconstructing Harry;” and, a
remuke of Charles Dickens’
“Great Expectntions,” starring
Gwyneth Paltrow, Robert De
Niro and Annc Bancroft.

No saturation

Few other megaplexes combine
the intimacy of o hustling down-
town with the range of choices
from a blockbuster nction-picivre
to artsy independent films than
the 8-dcreen Birmingham The-
atre in downtown Birmingham.

While revenue at many local
theaters has declined since the
Star Southfield Theatre opened,
the Birmingham Theatre has
recorded uteadily increasing tick-
ct sales, snid David Trepeck, co-
owner of the Birmingham The-
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“Movie-going is o sacial experi-
ence,” he said. “Our goal was to
blend state-of- the-art )

our business, you always have,to
upgrade the presentation,” said
Coroy Jacobson, assistant dis-
trict for United Artists

features with service, It's all part
of the trend back to providing a
neighborhood experience. People
like to see and be seen.”

To accommodate the growing
demand, the Star Southficld is
planning to increase the number
of screens at ita $35 million the-
ater-restaurant complex by at
least six.

“First there were single the-
aters, then twin and it just has
kept going,” said Star Theatrea
spokesperson Bylund. “We're
just responding to the moviego-
ors desire for n total night out.
We're still ono of the more
affordable (entertainment)
options.”

The Star Theatre's $7.50 ticket
price in slightly more than the
$6.60-$7 at other theaters. But
even at that rate, o night out for
a family of four could reach $60,
including pop corn, pops and fow
packs of gum drops.

“Peaple like new things, nqd in

Theatres, which has five metro
locations, including Oakland
Mall, Twelve Oaks and along
Nine Mile in Farmington Hills.

In mid February, a 14-screen
United Artists theater complex
will open at the northwest corner
af 14 Mile and Haggerty in Com-
merce Township. It's the first
new construction in metro
Datroit for United Artists in
more then a decade, said Jacob-
son. |

New megaplexcs are onlso
planned in Waterford and
Auburn Hills, -

But today, there’s a haunting
differenco between the bustle at
megaplexes, which are adding
stafl and concessions for tho holi-
day rush, and the ominous lack
of activity as evidence by the
“For Sale” aign in front of the
Amoricana West.

In Hollywood terms, it's simply
called a change of scenery. As
naturn] as sunrise, sunset,
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with the characters,” Davia aaid.
In the atrium and tho con-
courae levels of Tho Palace, 12
nrea high school students will
perform a cappella aa the “Per-
fect Harmony” choir. During
intermission, the choir will per-
form on atage, und will return to
the ntrium after the concert.
Choir director Susan Cicerone
and her daughter Loura picked
the members of the choir from
high school choirs and the Onk-
land Singers. “Perfect Harmony™
is Ken Appledorn, Amanda
Bayly, Soan Berg, Loura
Cicerone, Mason Dixon, Mike
Ryckmun, Kristen Sutherland,
Molly Thomas and Allison Zales-
ki, alt of Troy, Jennifer Lumm of
West Bloomfield, Jeremy Nabora
of Birmingham and Ben Rickert
of Waterford. .
“Mannheim  Steamrcller
Christmas gives theso younyg
men and women a wonderful
opportunity to showcease their
musical talents in front of scver-
al thousand music lovers at The
Palace,” Cicerone said. “We are
thrilled to be u part of this fami-
ly-oriented, holiday show.”
Ingide the arena, one end of
the floor has been transformed
into an claborate 6,000-square-
fout haliday village display fea-
turing toy soldicrs, gingerbread
houses and snow-covered trees
encircled by a moving train and
a multitude of lighta.
The gix-member band and a
26-piece orchestra perform at the

opposite side of the floor. With
the orchestra backlit and sepa-
rated by the nudience from a
screen, the stage takos an the
look of Walt Disney’s “Fantasia,”
Muaically, the band is a combi-
nation of clnssical music, rock
rhythms, and Old World folk
music. Davis plays the drums,

Firo breathers, sword swallow-
ors and other ancignt Renais-
sance entertainers will join them
on stage.

“It's been on obstacle for me to
make sure this is for the family,™
Davis said. “All the seats are
renlly good. If you try to'imagine
this, you know those music box
globes that you shake up and it
snows and there's a little Christ-
mas village? Woll, that’s what
this looks like. We do actually
make it anow.”

“It’s eye candy for the kids, but
we're baving parts of the show
that are fundamentally educa-
tional. You'll end up learning by
oamosis.”

Mannheim Steamroller
performs at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 26, at The Palace of
Auburn Hills, 2 Championship
Dr. (1-75 and Lapeer Road,
Auburn Hills. Tickets are $32.50,
$22.50 and $12.50. Groups of 15
or more recelve $3 off the ticket

rice, For more information, call
(248) 377-0100, (248} 645-6666
or Ticketmaster Online at
http:! hwww.ticketmaster.cam.

BBAA Holiday Sales Show features local artists

Artwork and crafts by more
than 150 artist will be disployed
at the 13th annual Holiday Sales
Show at the Birmingham Bloom-

. field Art Association, Dee. 1-13.

camp for four years. After the
war, ho continued to design fine
Jjowelry, metallic sculptures and
Judaica,

Todoy, Lo;vcnbcrga work is

The show features
glass, jewelry, wood, fibers, toys,
wearables and Judaien os well as
Christmns ornoments.

A committee of artists hended
by Andren Tama will wrap the
outside und inside of the BBAA
with iridescent netting, plastic
and cellaphane. “(The design) is
a visual impression of the energy
of the BBAA,” said Tama of
Farmington Hills. Among the
artists are two lacal residenta
who've not only shown unusual
dedication to their art, but
incredible courage. Martin
Lowenberg of Southfield was
studying art while living in
Europe in the late 1930 at the
onsct of World War II. He was
imprisonced in n concentration

included § syna-
gogues and mony private collee-
tions, Justin Anderson of Bing-
ham Farms began his art educa-
tion at the prestigious Rhode
Inland School For Design, where
he studicd fine arts and apparel
design. An auto accident in 1987,
however, left him severely
injured with a closed-head injury
and unable to speak for four
years.

Anderson continues & rigorous
physical and speech therapy
achedule, Meanwhile, he has
continued his studies in design.
Hia ployful forme are hnnd-sten-
ciled onto natural fabrics, then
sewn into scarves and clergy
stoles. Anderaon’s collection is
entitled, Holywear,
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Shop sary—-quantities are limited « No phone, mail or entne onfers
Not ali ttems in all stores « Prices good through 113067
« No patronage refunds on sa's items.
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