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Newcomers’ class: A pilot
program at Beechuiew
Elementary helps inte-
grate foreign students
into the district. /A8

Hoop preview: Farmingion
High will rely on a pair of
strong post players to lead
the Falcons in the 1997-
98 boys basketball
season./C1
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Nelghbm‘s
shiff at oil,
gas drilling

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

farmil Hills resid: ighboring an oil and
gas drilfing site are warried about what efso might be
uncarthed during the process — namely hydrogen sul-
fide,
An official from the exploration company and a geolo-
gist from the stnte Deportment of Environmental
Quality say they have nothing to worry about.
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Sorrows gets
easy OK for
new fence

Church hears neighbors, city
BY T4 SurTny
BTAFF WRITER

‘This time it was different for Our Lady of
Sorrows Parigh.

At the Oct. 20 Farmington City Council
mecting, the Catholic school and church
was thwarted in its request for a variance
it needed to install a b-foot black, decora-
tive rail aluminum fence around proposcd -
new athletic fields.

Residents were upsct their input wasn't
sought during the planning stages and city
officials thought the plan was incomplete
and raised too many questions.

Our Lady of Sorrows and its architec-
tural firm then spent several weeka refin-
ing the proposal — incorporating sugges-
tions from the public and Farmington City
Council. On Monday, the rovised plan was
agnin presented to the council, by Phyllis
Flanngan of architects Giffels, Hoyem,
Baaso Inc. It was unanimously approved.

The picket-type fonce will extend
betweon the sidewalk and fields along
Power Rond, 10 Mile and a partion of
Raphael, to cncloao the now-open end of
the cunpus. Sofening the look of the fenco
to mmdcnm will be the planting of 85 ever-
green and deciduous trees and more than
100 low-growing shrubas. The fence will bo
located behind an existing fire hydrant on
10 Mile.

Our Lady of Sorrows’ the Hov. Walter
Hurley, who was upset with the council fol-
lowing the Oct. 20 decinion to indefinitoly
tabla the request, said Menday’s decision
wns greatly welcomed and sppreciated. Ho
was not in nttendance at tho mecting,

*It's certainly something thnt will pre-
vide well for the young people here,” Hur-
ley eaid Tuesday, *And it will provide rea-
sonable protection for them.”

One of thu main concerns at Our Lady of
Sorrows was that too many students were
chasing loose basetalls, soitballs and foot-
balls into the busy streets that surround
the athletic area.

On the other hand, neighbors didn't like
the idea of a "stockade-like" fence going up,
possibly keoping their childron from enjoy-
ing & community resource.

A comnpromise wea worked into the final
plan, with unlocked entry gates to be locat-
od on each side of the fonce. Still to be
lookad at is whether a net can bo put up on
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class soliciting

A new Farmington Public Schools policy prohibits
students from taking part in fund-raising activities
during closs time.

But school board Vico President Cathy Webb empha-
sized thet the policy, adopted recently, is not intended
to curtail student enthusiasm for helping charitics or
performing community service.

“I'm sure we're still going to provide fund-raising
opportunities for kids,” snid Webb, who chairs the
school board's policy committee. “... Ono of our key
goals is to create responsible citizens.”

School board President Linda Enberg said the palicy
was needed. “All of us have had the experience of hav-
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room during the first day of sc.

more on the new school an
turn to page A8. ‘

Ribbon cutting: Students vie for position to be first into their fourth-grade class-
foal at the new Meadowbrook Elementary, as

teacher Renee Valentine performs the ceremonial snipping of the ribbon. For

how Farmington Hills students will fit in, please
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BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAYF WRITER

do about it?”

less veterans.

Helping hands: Evan Meili, 9, stacks personal hygiene kits put
together by other volunteers at Salem United Church of Christ in
Farmington Friday. The kits will be put into care bags for home-
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worship.

A Formington couple went to Wash-
ington D.C. for n peace march and
came back with an image thoy can't
ahnke — not even nine years later.

The number of people who were
‘homelesa provided a lasting joit.

“Here would be the White House and
across the street all these people slecp-
ing on grates,” said Jackie Murphy who
went with husband Robin in 1988. “We
came home and thought, What ean we

The Murphya responded by putting
care packages together. The couple
went to the board members at Salem
United Church of Christ and asked for
. The mission project has
ecome an annual activity at
the downtown Farmington place of

| Salem United makes
mission of homeless

The Murphys and volunteers put
together nearly 100 care puckuges in
the chureh basement Nov. 28, Tho kits
included shampuoo, soap, toathbrush
and other essentials for those people
who have to stay in shelters. .

Blankets donated by the Church
World Serviee as well as pairs of socks,
hats, gloves and scarves were alap
included in tho delivery to a Dotroit
agency that helps homeless veterans.

‘Volunteers have sent packages to the
Snlvation Army, Detroit Reacie Mis-
sion, COTS and missions run by Fort
Street Presbyterian Church and Most
Holy Trinity Catholic Churcb in thc
past.

This year’s recipients are g'ratefu]

“Given the fact it's winter and the
pack cantains a blanket and a-pillow,
it’s a great help,” shid Gail McGhee, n
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Putting in her 2 cents

An O.E. Dunckel Middle
Schoo! student offered more
than her 2 cent'a worth to
holp other children.

Jamio Anderson, 11, helped
raise $400 for UNICEF by
golting other studenta and
children to trick or treat for
tho world aorvice organiza-
gon. She is the daughtar of

oug” and Kathy Anderson of  jomis Anderson®
Fa: o Hills.

1t all started with a homewark assignment whon
the sixth-gradar happened to be reading a magazine
article, which explained UNICEF and.
children ask for donations whon going out this past
Halloween. Jamie phoned the Boo-numbar and
asked for 100 boxed.

Once she recsived tho baxea, Jmhwm.-hnm

lic address ey

that wan read over the echool's
tem to ask other students to help nﬁlu chﬂdun \hu

FARMINGTON FOCUS

wouldn't be having fun on Halloween. She alao
requested the aid of fellow dance atudenta ot
Annette & Company.

All 100 boxes were used by childron to collect
donatlons, O.E. Dunckel selected Jamie s its “Wild-
cat of the Weok” for her efforta.

Order in the achool

Judgoe Marla Parker will bring her courtroom to
North Farmington High Friday, as the 47th Diatrict
Court judge continues her plodge to take a day of
the court docket to each puhuc high school to show
the reality and of court pr

Tlix is Parker’s fourth yeur af bringing henrings
to the schools.

*“It given the students o down-to-earth view of

what eccurs in court,” snid Don Cowan, executive
director of instruction and student services.

It's Santa time

Saturday is the big dny for Santa sightings in
downtown Farmington.

First, the jolly fat man will arrive via fire ongine' .
to the Downtown Center Mall at 11 a.m. on Dec. 6,
followed by caroling, troats, free trolley rides around
town, n holiday treasure hunt around downtown
stores, crafts at the library, free scroonings of H
“Serooge” at 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. at tha Civic The- |
atro and much more. The cvents are aponsored by %
the Farmington DDA,

Later that duy, a Christmas Tree Lighting Cem-
mony hosted by the Farmington Jaycees at the
Warner Mansion begins at 6 p.m., with holiday \
songs, hot cocaa nnd visitn with the Claus couple in
the Carriage Houso.
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