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Dream comes true for Rice grad Morrison

WY MIKE ROSENBAUM
STAFF WIITER

:Like many Detroit-aren boys,
young Steve Morrison often
watched Lions' gnmes and pic-
tured himself pluying on the Sil-
verdome field, “It's vomething [
always dreamed aboeut,” Morri-
son suid. Lost Sunday, Morri-
son's dream came teue, although
he ware the blue of the Indi-
anapolis Colts, not the Lions.

Unfortunately for Morrison,
the game's result was more like
u nightmare - u 32-10 loss. Still,
the former Birmingham Brother
Rice All Stater called it *“a spe-
cin) dli

Ple ntv nf Morrison's fricnds
and funuly attended the game.
Even Morrison's coliege conch,
Gary Moctler, now a Lions assis.
lunl wus on hand.

“F've heen looking forward to
this gumie ever since the sched-
wle came aut last year,” Marrison
suid, after the contest. Morrison
provided tickets to many of his
wellswishers.“’m lnoking for-
ward to seeing them,”™ he added.

Morrisen, o 6-feet-3, 246-
pound linebiacker, is in his third
NFL season. He's been a defen-
E starter for much of that
time, hut. played a backup role
ngrainst the Lions unti) starting
lincbacker Elijah Alexander left
the game. Morrison played mast
of the sceond half at linebacker,
in addition to his specinl teams
duty. Morrison plays regularly
an the Colts’ kickoff, kickofl
return, punt, field goal and extra
point teams. {t's a job he takes
xeriously.

“1 enjoy it, just getting the
opportunity to play, no matter

what the role. You can't look at
it as less important. It's just s
important as offense or defense.”

Morrison entercd last Sun-
day's game with 42 tackies on
defense - tied for sixth on the
team, He had 18 solo tackles,

B ‘Once you make a
step up (to the NFL)
you have to learn -
learn to be more physi-
cal, to be faster, Just
Improve In every area
and try to be consis-
tent.’

Steve Morrison
—8Brother Rice grad

including one quarterback sack,
plus five tackles on specinl
teams.

Afler starring ot Brother Rice,
Morrison enjoyed a standout col-
lege career at the University of

GREAT LAKES MARITIME ACADEMY

We train personnel for engineer and deck officer posittons on Great
Lakes ships. For details on our three-year college program attend

this no-cost informational seminar.

SATURDAY, December 6, 1997
Dossin Great Lakes Museum
Belle Isle

11:00 AM-1:00 PM

Great Lakes Maritime Academy
1701 E. Front St.; Traverse City, MI 49686.3061
1.800-748.0566. extension 1200
http:/ /www,.nmc.edu/-maritime
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Michigan. Morrison was a three-
year starter for the Walverines,
He was voted the team’s top
linebncker twice, started in U-
M'’s last Rose Bowl victory, in
1993, and served as the defen-
xive cnptain as a senior.

Today, the U-M connection
gives Morrisen and teammate
Jim Harbaugh bragging rights in
the Colts’ lockerroom when dis.
cussions turn to college football,
ax it often does.

“Everybody docs that, talk
trash in the Uocker} room about
your achool,” Morrison said.
“You're proud of your school. I'm
read proud of (Michigan). This iy
unc of the best tenms they've
ever had there. 1 hope they do it.
{'ve never scen o defense play
like that. It's o credit to all their
coaches nnd players. They've
done an outstanding job.”

Many observers felt Morrison
also did an outstanding job in
college. As a senior he carped
All-Big 10 nnd Honorable Men-
tion All-America honors, Despite
his strong college credentials,
Morrison was not selected in the
1995 NFL draft.

“Some people might take that
the wrong way, like, ‘I got
serewed.™ Morrison said. *1 took
it a4 o motivating factor. I knew
{ could play football. 1 had noth-
ing to prove Lo myself. Fortu-
nately, things worked out for
me.”

Several NFL teams expressed
interest in signing Morrizon soon
after the draft. He chose the
Colts, the first team which con-
tucted him.

“I had a couple other offers,”
Murrison reealled, “but I thought
T had a fighting chance to make
the team here. Looking back, it
was a perfect fit for me.”

Morrison not only made the
team, but he's been a regular
contributer since his rookie sea-
son. His attitude and work ethic
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Welcome home: Former Birmingham Brother Rice graduate Stece Morrison, right,
fights off a block by Detroit Lions tight end Pete Metzelaars duri ing a recent NFL

game at the Pontiac Silverdome. Morrison, a 6-feet-3, 246-pound linebacker, is
third NFL season. Morrison played most uf!lw second half at linebacker agai

in his’
st the

Lions, in addition to his special teams duty. Morrison plays regularly on the Colts’
kickoff, kickoff return, punt, field goal and extra point teams.

may be the reason he's exceeded
the expectations of NFL scouts.
*Once you make a step up (to
the NFL} you have to learn -
lenrn to be more physical, to be
faster, just improve in ev
arca and try to be consisten
Morrison's NFL highlights
include “getting the opportunity
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to play and start sume games. As
{ said, I'd always dreamied of gl
ting an opportunity to play in
this league. To do that is pretty
speeial.”

Morrison cites the tolts” play-
off nppearances the past two
years ax his most memorable
NFL moments, The 1-11 Colis
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50 watts per channel, 4 audio Inputs,

Kermrood Pawered Subrroof
ll]'won!ﬂ 100 Vmﬂ amplifier,

50 watls per ehannel, Dolby Pro Logic
Surround Sound, Remote Control.

Kenwood Portabls CD Player
10 second antl-skip, Rechargable
batteries, Headphanes included.
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Brighton: 8180 West Grand River 1/4 Mila north of 1-96 .
39915 Michipan Avenue 174 Mtle east at 1-275
Dearborn: 21747 Michigan Avenue 1 Mile west of Southfield
Livonia: 34224 Plymouth 172 Mite west of Farmington Rd.
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We had a big win last week
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Under cabinet swivel bracket, Built-in
bottom swivel, Kilchen wnnz cabinet,
Sleep timer.  #CT9R1

16 to 1 zoom.3.2" LCD color
monltor swivels 270 tor easy
viewing, Bullt-in aute light,

/ Panasonlc Answering Machine
All digital greeting and incoming
message, Time day stamp, 2digil LED
display, 12 function semole. nxxmau

All digital, 30 channel auto
scanning, Lighted handset.
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B810) 228-5000
313} 728-9600
..{313) 563-1900
313) 427-1310
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Panasonlc Upright

Vacuum

10 3mp molor, On board
25 tools, 5 slage fillration,

-} Lightweight, Headlight
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