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Save Ferms’ ‘Rileen’ cover wins

pop/lkn/uwmg
band Save For-
ris believes in
following public
demand.

County, Calif,,
band played. its
rendition  of
Dexy's Midnight
Runners’ 1983
hit “Come on Eilecn” one night
at a show. Its popularity sprend
like wildfire.

So, while Save Ferris was
rocording.its debut album “It
Mecans Everything” (Epic), its
members decided to throw it on,

“It's like one of those things.
We nover had any intention of
doing o cover. We started doing
the song live, and the reaction
wat really good,” snid Eric Zamo-
rd; alto sax player.

“A couple of radio stations
wcm asking for a live version of
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Students learn about

Over the
course of about
one and a half
- seasons of Back-

& stage Pass, we've

————————
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looked at a lot of
art — dance, the-
ater, poetry, cin-
ema, the vigsual
arts and music
of every kind.
Now, you'd think
that this would
provide some
ingights into the
creative process, And it has.
Once you observe enough artists,
ench one becomes like a dot in a
painting by Seurat, As you back
awny for perspective, an image
begins to emerge.
~The picture that congeals
sHows certsin constants about
those precious people who crente
the art we all enjoy. Dedication
t5' their form. Focus on their
work. An car for and truat of
their creative inner voice, But,
ultimately, the creative process
remains o mystery. Creating art
| isn't @ cheap mail-order trick, ith
pethaps the one trug magic we
have left.
Even a comparison to megic
cheapens art. Could you imogine
| taking a class in “mogic appreci-
ation?” (Chapter One: Which one
is Siegfricd and which onc is
‘Roy?) Yet classes in ort apprecia-
tion fill up at campuses all over
the world. Sure, the more you
know about art, the more decply
you can appreciate it. But what
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it, and we got a lot of requests
for it. We juat went with the
demand from the public and it
worked out veally woll.”

The first single off tho album,
“Come on Eileen” has put Save
Ferris in the apotlight.

Savo Ferris, named after the
title character in the John Hugh-
cs’ movie “Ferris Bucller’s Day
Off," dabbles in a variety of gen-
rea on “It Means Everything™
including awing, cool jazz and
ska, The seven-member band is
1cd by singer Moniquo “Mo” Pow-
ell who is formally trained in
opora and jazz singing.

Beaides paying homago to
Doxy's Midnight Runners, Save
Ferris gives o nod to an untikely
subject — Spam.

“Spam, it's pink and it's oval,”
she sings. *Spam, it's made in

. Chernobyl.”

Save Ferris' members, ull of
whom are in their early 20s,
remember the days when they
couldn't get into clubs to sce

you “like” will always pass
through a complex subjective fil-
ter of preferences, attitudes,
experiences, mood and mystery.
Now, take the leap to the other
side of the convas, How do you
teach somebody to be an artist?
Seems impossible, which is
probably why so many people
soy artists are born, not mpade.
But with all the art schools in
the world, it must be true that
art can not only be taught, it can
be learned. The Detroit arca is
home to some of the best art
schools on the plangt, and at an
upcoming exhibit at Gallerie Blu
in Birmingham, you con see the
resuits of not only the artistic
process, but the process of teach-
ing the artistic procesa as well.
‘The show wiil feature student
work resulting from a class at
Detroit’s Center for Creative
Studies (CCS) called “Art and
Artifact." The course is taught by
professor Susan Aaron-Taylor
explained, “I wanted the stu-
denta to got inspiration from out-
side themselves,” Before aceept-
ing students into her class,
Anron-Taylor interviewed ench
one to not only make sure their
personal nrtistic direction had
been established, but to deter-
mine their interest in archeologi-
eal rescarch and anthropologienl
objects. 1 wanted them to sec
the beauty in the ubjectu which
sometimes means experiencing
the symbolism within the picce.”
So students were given specinl
access to the non-exhibited col-
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shows and recall it in “Under
21" It deacribea the misadven-
tures of & music lover who can’t
get into a free ‘show becauso
she's not old cnough.

Zamora said that releasing a
cover song as a first single has
its good and bad painta.

“Some people like the original
veraion better, but a lot of people
liko this one. It's just something
wo're using as one of those
things to say ‘hi’ Now that we've
released that song, we can move
on to our own.”

Save Ferris, Marcy Play-
ground, Fucl and the Eclectica,
perform at 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7,
at St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detroit. Tickets are
$5.90 in advance for the all-ages
show. For more information, call
{313) 961-MELT.

* Ann Arbor-based rock band
Getaway Cruiser just wrapped
up its debut album for Seny/560
Music,

Working in Philadelphin with

lections of Cranbrook Institute of
Science in Bloomficld Hills. Stu-
dents donned white gloves and
sifted through the science and
natural history musoum's collec-
tion of old post cards, shrunken
skulls, Egyption amulets and all
manner of artifacts. They were
required to select a prehistaric or
historic item, atudy it and then
create an art picce or serica of
work in any medium inspired by
the object.

Tho exhibition will reflect the
diversities of medium, approach
and also the array of objects to
which individual students were
drawn. Donna Maskill, a CCS
senior living in Ferndnle, was
intrigued by bombillas, which
are straws uged to drink u South
American tea, called “mate.”
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producers the Buuher Brothers
{Urge Overkill, Cypreas Hill),
Getaway Cruxser also brought on
board Pras from the Fugees and
Cool Keith from Ultramagnetic
MCs and Dr. Octagon.

“Working with him was amaz-
ing,” said Getaway Cruiser's
Chris Peters, formerly of West
Bloomfield. Poters described the
album as a “Small Faces, New
York Dalls, Rolling Stones mects
T-Rex meets alt the hip-hop stufl
that we love”

The album, he said, should be
out in the spring. Meanwhile,
Getaway Cruiser is plonning on
touring most of 1998,

Peters said it's important that
listeners know that his band is a
rock ‘n’ roli band.

“We're a rock ‘n’ roll band that
listens to tons and tons of lota of
music. We want to make it very
cloar we'ro a rock ‘n’ roll band.
It’s sbout being n great live
band. The one thing that we
bring to the table is.n heavy

the creative process

Maakilt explained how she
found her artifact. “I was
instantly attracted to the bom-
billas. They were exquisite to
look at and remarkable to hold.
‘The drinking of mate is a cultur-
al tradition in South America
and while the straws wore all
used for the same thing, each
one was a little different. I found
connection and scparateness in
this."

Some quick housckeeping:
Backstage Pass is off the air this
week and next to make way for
Detroit Public Television's Win-
terfest '98 pledge drive. We'll be
back for one show on Dec. 18 at
9:30 p.m. on Detroit Public Tcle-
vision, Channel 66, before we're
then bumped by the halidays.
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“«CHEERS FOR COPPOLA'

CLEVERLY ADAPTED Bv’
FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA,
IS HONEST FUN”

LOS ANGELESY 11.5 Jack Hathows

“One of the year’s most entertaining
movles. Coppola’s casting is flawless.

ASYOCIAYET PRESS, Bod Thomes

' “Brifliantly acted...Thoughtful
and mvolvmg. Matt Damon shows

' ~"“'I‘hevrhmn dnjoyable
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It's & pleasure to watch.”

-he's got the stufi?

j .oi Gnshamh movjes.
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| SPSRRL & EBERT

uma ﬂ}ﬂmbs upl"

. ‘www.theratamaker.com

a9 e B o At

-

support of fans:

STREET SCENE

w
&

Playing St.

‘Andrew’s: -+
Save Ferris - 75
from left, ol
Mare Haris- ¥4

mendy, Eric
Zamora, Jose %
Castellanos, 3
Bill Uechi
(seated), °
Brian Mash-
burn, T-Bone '
Willy, and '
Monique Poto-.
ell.

o

R&B influence. The songwriting
on this record (reflects what)
we'vo been listening to which is
a lot of Faith Evans and Mikny
Elliott.”

ment for Christina Fuaco, you
may leave a message for her at

(313) 953-2047, ext. 2130, or bys
writing to her at The Obscrver &
Eccentric Newspa 46261,
Schooleraft Road, Livonia, Mi.
48150, or via e-mail at CFuo-

cv@aol.com. Listen to Chrintina
Fuoco's Friday at 5 p.m. with)
Millen on WKRK-FM (97.1).

If you have ¢ question or com-
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“AN ENCHANTING EXPERIENCE FOR
BoTH CHILDREN AND ADULTS”
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