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SERVING THE COMMURITY
FOR 110 YEARS

Fueling debate: A proposal
to drill for natural gas
and oil near a Farming-
ton Hills sub is back on
the front burner at the
Farmington Hills Council
meeting, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 15
at city hall.

On report: Farmington
school board members
will hear a study report
on Elementary Restruc-
turing as part of the regu-
lar board meeting at 7:30
p.m. Dec. 16 at the board
office.

Natlvity allve: Drive past
the Christmas Story from
6-9 p.m. Dec. 16 at
Orchard United
Methodist Church on
Farmington Road.

Nelghborly: The Farming-
ton Neighbors Club meets
at 11:30 a.m. Dec. 17 at
Glen Oaks Country Club
to enjoy “A Christmas
Program.” 474-3750.
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National
honor fuels
police pride

" BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

The Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment's national award has mere glnss than
Mister Mngoo’s bifocals and a Cinderctla
slipper factory put together.

The gleam from the hefty, translucent
award, though, still pales next to the look
in the eyes of the recipienta for the Nation-
al Loague of Cities honer for beat communi-
ty polmmg program.

of Far Hills police

Beeng on top: Scuenth-grader Adrianc Braceiale (above)
waits her turn before capturing the East Middle
Spelling Bee. At right, runner-up Collin Kravis gets so

close, reacting to misspelling “crotchety.”

C-h-2-m-

Bee:speller goes 30 rounds to win

By TiM SMITH-
STAVP WRITRR

‘You can put a good word in for
East Middle School studenta
such as Adriane Bracciale and
Collin Kravis anytime you want.

Chanccs are, they'll make sure
it’s spelled the right way.

Adriane a seventh-grader,
defeated runner-up Collin by cor-
rectly spelling jejunce in what
was the 31st and final round of
the day. She was put in the posi-
tion to win by accurately spelling
crotchety in Round 30, after

dejectedly.

Debbie Enson.

Collin misapelled it.
“I forgot the first 't,” " Collin, n
sixth-grader, said somewhat

. The spelling bee atarted last
woek, with 300 students in
grades 6-8 and a list of 588
words, including gems such as
firmament, dichotomy, palpita-
tion and insomnia. By the time
the finals arrived, thore were
cight students deciding about
100 words, said East counsclor
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P

competition in March, at'the
Livonia Manor, said East coun-
selor Debbie Eason.

“My parents helped me with
the list,” snid Adrianc afterward.
“But mos(ly I just practiced it in
my mind.”

Adriane initinlty felt rc]nxcd
nbout winning the comﬁotmon
But “Now I'm gotting nervous
about the regional onc.'}'

By winning the hee, Adrione
advances to the regional spelting
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Volunteers surprised
by level of town’s need

BYTIMSMIT"

The sights of the scason nren't always

and city officinls accepted the award at the
leaguo'a annual gathering in Philadelphia
Dec. 6. The department was recognized as
having tho best and widest array of com-
munity policing programs for the cities
with populations between 26,001-75,000
bascd on the 1990 U.S. Census.

The department was aloo honored by the
‘Michigun Municipal Lengue earlier this
year. The city council ia expected to formal-
Iy recognize the dopartment at an upcom-
ing meeting in January.

“I think everyone walks around tho
department with pride; they're like pea-
cocks with thoir fonthers stuck out,” said
Mark Montek, Hills polico officer.

annngtan Hilla pollm hnve a9 | commu-
nity-ori d programs,

d to a jolly old man in a red
suit, strings of colorful lights attuched to
a tree or candles and tops.

Clustered on the cement floor in a
stark warchousce on Eight Mile ncar
Merriman Road in Livonia were card-
board boxes filled with toys and other
gifta earmarked for needy familics in
Farmington and Farmington Hills.

In the middle of the warchouse were

rows and rows of even moroe boxes,
stuffed to the top with canned goods
And boxes of items put together for
senior citizens, complete with toiletrica,
light bulbs and even knitting supplics,
nwaited pickup at another cad of the
floor,

Many of the donated items were to
have been delivered Saturday by mem-
bera of Farmington Area Goodfellowa
and countless volunteers. But a lot of
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54 bars,
eateries
nabs 9

By LANRY O’CONNOR
STAFY WIRITER

Farmington Hills police’s lateat
liguor enforcement nabbed nine
businecsses for selling alcohol to
minors, which is up from six tast
year.

Detectives, using a 17-year-old
decay, checked 64 catablishments with Clasa'C,
Club, Hotel and Tavern Liquor licenses Dee, 8-10.
‘The nine were ticketed and a violaticn report filed
with the state Liquor Control Commission.

Furnishing alcohol to a minor is a misdemennior
that, upon conviction, carries n $600 fine nnd up to
90 dnys in jail.

The depurtment routincly conducts an enforce-
went operation this time of year, snid Bill Dwyer,
Hills polico chief. The purposc is to stop the sale of
aleohial to minora, which annually contributes to
traffic nceid and fataliti during the holidays

“There i8 no excuse for laxness on the part of the
nine locations,” DwyLr said.

A gimiloar hohduy shm, cited six, or 12 pereent, of
G0 businesses visited in December 1996,

Tickets issued have declined since the prorrum
started in 1986 when 23 of 30 businesses ~ 76 per-
cent — were cited. In December 1995, sll 51 estal-
lishments investigated complied and no tickets
were issued. .

Cited this year were: Zia's, Orchard Lake Road;
Steak & Ale, Orchard Lake; Hakatn, Northwestern’
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Staff at North,
Harrison nixes
longer classes

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WIITER

North Farmington High School tenchers last
week voted against going to block scheduling for
1998-99. But some think it's only a matter of time
before it is implemented.

The decision not to follow the lead of Farmington
High School teachers, where various curriculum
innovations are taking off because of longer class-
room blocks, is rankling some. Particularly upset is
North parent Karen Fleish, who happens also to
teach fifth grade at Highmeadow Common Cam-
pus.

Two weeks ago, the faculty at Harrison High
School also decided agninst block acheduling. The
voting was close at both high schiools; a two-thirds
approval iz requiced.

“Everybody in the know is up in arms about the

. curriculum delivery (ot North),” aaid Fleigh.
© “They’re back in the "60a.”

Fleish, who hay a daughter attending the 11th
grade nt North, added that “as a consumer, I am
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g Packing up:

¢ larming-
ton High
{ student,
helps pack-
age pre-
sents that -
were deliy-
ered by the
Goodfel-
4 lows Satur-
day.
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Optimista move for winter
Far Hills B

kfagt Opti-

mist Club will move its meotings to the winter quar-

tors offectivo with its first meoting of the new  year

on Wndnesdny, Jan. 7.
that

Wednesd

und neighborhood watches, hu:ycla patrol
and achool liniepns. They invelve grade
scheol children to senior adulta,

Nutional recognition is only a sidelight:
Community policing is credited with the
city'n 14-percent drop in crime this year
und is cited for a 25-percent. dip in burgiar-
ies through Soptember. \
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, and m the
end of March, mcmbem commumty lendors, guests
and speakors "will gather every Wedneadoy morning
st 7:30 &.m. for breakfast at tha Farmingmn Train-
ing Center locnted at 33000 'I'homnn‘Su'eot in down-
town Farmington. Thomas Strect is ong block north
of Grand Rivar, between Wuny.'r and School Street,
Just east of Farmington Road,”
Meatings will continue.at the Tralning Center
until the end of March when tho club will move back

FARMINGTON FOCUS

to its regular homo at the On The Tee Restaurant at
tho San Marino Golf Course in Farmingtan Hills,

This yearly change has become routine for the
club, nocessitated by the fact that the golf course
closes every year just befure Chriltmu {or the win-
ter montha,

Visitors and guosts are welcoms to d\pp ini to any
tion

meeting, feel freo to drop in. For mn
about tho Optimist Club, -plul
Reynolds during business hmxra nt 480

The master plan

Residents have a chance to help craft master plan
for the City of Farmington that in in the works,

The Farmi: Planning C acheduled
« public hearing on the master plan for B p.m. Mun~ )
day, Jan. 12, at the city hall.

Any suggestions deemed warthwhile by tho plan-
ning cummission could be incorperated into the mas-
ter plan beforo it is to bo approved nnd forwarded to
the city souncil, said City Manager Frank Lauhoff. .

“Thig is the most comprehensive master plan the
cammunity will ever have,” Laubolf said. *It will be
lnoking into the first 20 yeara of tho next century.”




