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‘This is the time of year our
holiday mail is filled with
"brag letters,” those "here's-
what-our-family-has-been-
doing letters scnt along in
Christmas cards.

This year. I've sren a new
twist... holiday mailing lists,
sent by e-mail to friends and
relatives. I've already
received two of them and
there are even entire web-
aites now set up to electroni-
cally post such things for alt
the world to see, complete
with pictures of the kids.

While such holiday use may be new this
year, mailing lists are an old staple of the
Internet. Think of a mailing list as an e-mail
party line on which everyone is discussing
the same thing. At last count, there were
over 75,000 of them, devoted to everything
from the anti-abortion movement to zoology.

Mailing lists utilize a centralized computer
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mllcd o list server that reccives an
"post" or piece of e-mail related to the list's
concern. The liat server automatically for-
wards a copy of that post to everyone who
has subscribed to the list and any member
can then reply or oppend or comment on the

You don't need special software beyond
your e-mail program to take advantage of
clectronic mailing lists. But you'll definitely
want to check out the lists that match your
interests.

The best source for information on mailing
lista in a World Wide Web site called, Liszt
{www.liszt.com/). It's an interactive directory
of every mailing list on the Internet,
arranged by category and it is can be
searched by keyword.

There are also several hundred real family
lists... mailing lists set up for members of a
particular family like “the Brown family dis-
cugsion list” or the "Davis family discussion
list." These information age extensions of
those photocepied update letters that we alt
get from far off relatives number in the hun-
dreds.. Instend of once-a-year letters folded
into Christmas cards, these ongoing lists
dish out the instant e-mail updates and
ongoing correspondence about how Uncle
Fred is feeling after his surgery or how
young Zachary likes school,

“To set up a list requires special automatic
software and a central server computer that
receives and forwards the posts. Often, the
server is located at a umvermty or a large
h h
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PCMIke: You can check out Wendland’s Web site at www.pcmike.com.

the other for the general membership as a
whole. One sure way to get y&umlf a reputa-

eral wecks,

Tu Suhucnhe. send n messnge to:

tion for being a Net klutz and a

g. Leave the body of

stack of angry "flames,” or e-mail rcbukes, is
to clog up the mailboxes of list members with

the message blank nnd mnim the subject linc
ns followa: subscribe your name
Forum

messnges meant for the rator. To
subscribe or remove yourself from a list
requires you to e-mail the administrator.
Don't rush in and sign up for every list you
Bee because some lm.s kick out an amazing

Thm ia a national forum where consumers
everywhere can talk to cach other about buy-
ing, selling, shopping, malls, recalls, con-
sumer protection--anything that relates to

amount of i Choose It's issues.
not unusual for some lists to post as many o8 To subseribe send e-mail to
200 messages a day. majordomo@ige.apc.org and in the body of

Once you decide you want to join, send a
note to the administrative address listed as
the cantact. Carefully follow the subscription
format, Some lists have you simply write
“subscribe” followed by the name of the list
in the message subject line. Others want you
to leave the subject line blank and in the
body of the message type in "subscribe” fol-
towed by your name, If your e-mail program

lly adda your to cvery
message you send, un:heck that option or
moke it “no signntum" when sending to an
odministrative server. That's because the list
server is totally automated and only Jooks for
certain words like "subscribe” in certain
placea, Thuaj. your e-mail signature lines aro

The system ator is the
person to sce about setting one up, but don't
even think about it if all you have is a half
dozen or sa people. You can casily handle
that with most e-mail programs, through a
feature thut let's you send group mailings.
But if you have several dozen or, for that
matter, several thousand people you'd like to
keep in close contact with, mailing lists are
the answer.

Got a list you want to join? It's easy. Just
send o subscription request by e-mail. Mnke
ware, though, you send it to the right place.
Most mailing lists have two addresses, one
for administrative purposes such ns handling
requesta to subscribe or be taken off the list,

and your mail will ywhnhly be
bounced back.

How do you know you've successfully sub-
scribed? The server will send you a confirma-
tion and welcoming message. With that con-
firmation will be detailed instructions on
how to sign off the list or to hald your mail
while on vacation or away from your comput-
er. So save that nete somewhere for future
reference,

Here are some favorites to get you started:

A word a day

‘This is n free vocabulary-builder, a mailing
list that sends out a new word every day to
subscribers. Often the words are built
around a particular theme that lasts for sev-

the message type "subacribe consumer-
forum*,

Edupage

This is a twice-a-week mmllng lint that

ihe Intest about i tech-

nology, the Internet, business and industry.
It is made up of short story summarica taken
from various publications. It's a great way to
monitor trends and information. Each notice
also includes the source of the original mate-
rial.

'I‘u subucnbc. send o message to:

unc.cdu with ghc

subscnbe di

Family Success! Mailing List

‘The list pravides a family und community
discussion group about health, finance, life-
long learning, social networking, spiritual
journey, carcer and productivity, safety and

and home

To subscribe, send email to
majordomo@intelli-source.com and in the
body of the message, type "subscribe fa".

Mike Wendland covers the Internct for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
cotntry and can be scen locally on WDIV-
TV4, Detroit. His "PC Talk" radio show airs
Saturday afternoons on WXYT-Radio
AMI270 and he is the author of a scries of
Internet books (call 888-222-1866). You can
reach him through his website at
hittp:! Hwww.pemike.com
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as well as to distribute, any
asscts, or to borrow funds, if it is
in tho estatefs best interests.

* Assessing Fomily needa

it is important to consider in
detail haw your economic
reaources should pass to your fam-
ily to meot their needs in tho best
poasible way.

might say.

owner(s).

benefits are paid ta the beneficia-
ry ~ regardless of what the will

Becuuso of state property lawa,
a8 atready mentioned, proporty
owned in cortain waye pnssos
directly to the surviving co-

These forms of ownership

include: (1) Jeoint tenancy with

VIL Fail to recognize the
value of probate

+ Probate nssets

Most peaple have a will in order
to be certain that their estate is
distributed o8 they wish and that
dependents are properly cared for.
But the fact of having a will ian't
cnuugh ~ a poorly drawn will can
result in uncertainty, delays, and
added expense when it gets to pro-
bate court. The purposs of probate
court is to determine whether a
will is valid and to distribute

- . iy

ty property.

both spauses, wif

esun.e taxes.

d-to-di

right of survivorship; (2) Tenancy
by the entirety, and (3) Communi-

VIIL Neglect to use a lile
insurance trust

The best bet for couples who
want to provide liquid funds for
the beneficiaries
pay estato taxes is a second-to-die,
or joint survivorship, policy on

s with which to

with a foco amount

large cnough to pay the projected

policies pay off

agseta P
Probate courts has different
names in different states; in New
York, for example, it is called the
Surrogateis Court.

« Nonprobate property

Retiroment benefits, including
annuities, and life insurance are
nonprobate property. If the named
beneficiary is somcone other than b
the estate or executor, the death

Franklin /......c:

your gpouse.

only after both you and your
spouse die. Premiums on such
policies are attractive becauvse
they are pnced by combining the
life expectancies of both you and

s of & second-

to-die policy placed in an irrevoca-
ble life insurance trust completely
eatate taxes when the face
value is distributed.

The Irvine Group and Stroh
Brewery.

Tlckets to the bonquet are
$100 and advance reservations
are encouraged.

For more information, applica-

tion forms and banquet reserva-  offices.

tions, call Rebecca Chriatian or
Sylvia Gerathy at Franklin
Bank, 248-358-6462.

After Jan. 1, application forms
will also be available at any of
Franklin's four regional branch
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president of mar-
keting at Cham-
pion Enterpriscs
in Auburn Hills.
He is respensible
for identifying
and pursuing
additional growth
and revenue
strategies in the
manufactured
housing industry. He was previ-
ously with Redman Homes, n
subsidiary of Champion.

consuitant.

-

Stroud

Mary Battle
Stump of Spring
Lake joined Trind
Performance
Technologies,
based in Farm-
ington Hills, as a
performance

She will work in

et
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the company’s western Michigan
location. She previously worked
at Metlife as a senior training

Holly Wexler of
Southfield has
been promoted
to senior vice
president and
associate media
director at W.B.
Doner in South-
field. S8he will
direct all aspects

Woxler

ot tne media planning und buy-
ing process for the agency's
Lowe’s Home Improvement
‘Warchouse account, including
integrated and tactical plan-
ning. Wexler was previously o
vice president and associate
media director for broadcast
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