Communities
weave a bond
through arts

mid-December snowfall blan-

keted the rolling hills around

the Birmingham Bloomfield Art
Associntion.

The nowly expanded facility is
bustling with activities. Inside, tho
annuol holidny show has attracted a
constant flaw of shoppers. The cash
register chimes along with the holi-
day music.

These ave good times.

1t’s been an unprecedented year for
the BBAA. The community art associ-
ation has not only expanded its facili-
ties, and increased membership, but
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Montor: Helen Febbo teaches
how art can improve self-
esteem.
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minutes, and
the snow and
season has left
a different impression.

In some arens of Pontinc, the sea-
son bringa & reminder of disparity
and need. For some, who struggle cco-
namically and from lack of opportuni-
ty, the holidays only further illumi-
nate their quict desperation.

These are tough timen.

Helen Febba has seen both worlds.

The Birmingham painter and print-
maker has o elear-oyed view of what's
at stake,
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With Hnnukknh and Chnstmus 10 days away,
s face an deadline,

T Gi wrapping last year’s fruit cake os a door stop
won't win any points with your in-lawa.

Some advice: relax and let the Yuletide spirit
move you, Tnke a sip of egg nog, stand under the
mistletoe and ponder the gift of music and ideas.

The following informal but critical list might be
helpful. Finding a shuttle to your favorite music
and bookstore, however, is left to your discretion.

MUSIC
Classical

It'a too soon to know whether the change of for-
mat at WQRS-FM will adversely impact classical
music sales, said Tom Sipo, assistant manager at
Harmony House Classic in Royal Oak.

At the busiest shopping time of the year, the local
outlet with an expansive catalog of recorded clagsi-
cal musie reports brisk sales and some interesting
popular selections by customers.

Agnus Del: Music of Inner Harmony (Erato
14634) perfcrmed by the Cheir of Now College,
Oxford, d d by Edward F

First thero was Now Age sounds and Gmgonnn
chants. Then came growing demand for choral
music. And now, the combinatijon of soothing choir
music without orchestration.

¢ Oxford choir performs a range of work,
’iIl‘):luding Tavener's “The Lamb” to Gorecki's “Totus
ug.”

Cinoma Serennde (Sony 63005) — A collection of
musical pieces from recent movies, performed by
Itzhak Perlman with the Pm.aburgh Symphony
Orchestra conducted by John Williams,

The arrangements include music from “The Color
Purplo,” 1] Postino,” The Age of Innocence,” Out of
Afriea,” “Schindlor's List” and “Cinema Paradiso.”

Murray Porahia Plays Handol and Scarlatti
{Sony 62785) One of the greatest contemporary
pianista performs works originaily composed for the
harpsichord.

Perahin’s comeback year includes two other CD
recordings of Schumann.

Handel Arias (Deutsch Grammophon 463-480-2)
- Welsh baritone Bryn Terfel has been credited with
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~ Many opera devotees will remember soprano
Sumi Jo in Iast fall’s Michigun Opera Theatre's .
“Rigoletto.” N

The live concert recording is a showpicce of Sumi !
Jo's impressive vocal range. The performance
includes classic opera and lighter pieces, including
Bernatein’a “Glitter and Be Gay,” and Herbert's H
“Italian Strect Song.” v

The Fiddler of the Opera, Gil Shaham
(Deutsch Grammophon 447-640-2) ~ After only six
years as a recording artist, Shaham haas been called
“a young Perlman.”

His recent CD includes virtuoso opera transcripts -
for violin and piano, including “The Barber of L
Seville," “The Magic Flute,”“Sadko,” and “Carmen.”

In the crowded ficld of contemporary violiniats,
Shaham's virtuosity hos yet to gain wide recogni-
tion among listeners.

But it's only a matter of time before it does,
according to Sipe.

Puccini’s La Rondine (EMI 56338) — One of
Puccini's lesser known operas, featuring tenor
Roberto Alagna and soprano Angela Gheorghiu.

‘The compelling performance offers insight to the
artistry of the composer of “La Boheme,” “Tosca,”
end “Madame Butterfly.”

Boxed sots: The Nimbus Series, including 5-8
CDs of selected works by Beethoven, Brahms,
Mendelusuhn and others; Deutsch Grnmmnphons

Relentless search: Steve Briand, an

employee at Borders in downtown Birm-
ingham, takes inventory in the store’s

Edition,” available in 20 vol-
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Jazz
With digital mmusuznng technology, jnzz classics
have aversh d man; 'y releases,

classic literature section. Local book
stores are increasing their staffs by as
much as one-third to deal with the holi-
day shopping rush.

expanding the populnrity and repertoire for the
“other” vocal range.

After two decades of dominance by tenors such as
Pavarotti and Domingo, Terfel's “Samething Won-
derful,” a collection of Rodgers and Hammerstein
recorded last year, remains one of the best vocal CD
gellers.

8Bumi Jo, Live at Carncgioe Hall (Samnung 019)

according to Vince Deleon, buyer for Harmony
House superstores throughout Oakland County.
“There's been a constant interest in the more tra-
ditional jazz,” said DeLeon. “Many alternative
music listeners, especially, are crossing over to lis-
ten.” i
Several of the most requested jazz CDs, include:
Porgy and Bess By Joc Henderson - Varintions -
of Gershwin’s Amarican clasaic by a range of con-
tomporary jazz artists.
With Strings By Gory Smulyan — A straight- up
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And she's doing hing about it.

Pragmatic side of idealism

Feblo, an fostructor at the BBAA,
hoa a studio near downtown Pontiac.

For some artiats, a studio ia a sanc-
tuary. But not for Febbo. Like her art,
which is distinguished by its warmth
ond refinement, Febbo has a genuine
appesl and a tender touch,

Her artwork might be abstract, but
her subjects are clearly rooted in the
concrete world. It's been n case of an
idenlistic artist meeting pragmatic
nocia) warker,

For tho lust soveral months, Febbo
and Leona Patterson, who works at
homeless shelter near Febbo's studio,
havs figured out a way to transport
Pontine school kids to the BBAA for
art ¢lasses,

The 11 African-American students,
ages 10-1%, are from Herrington Ele-
mentary and Madison Junior High
School. Thoy were selected for two
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Behlind the scenes: MaryAnn
Wilkinson has been named
curator of 20th century art at
the Detroit Inatitute of Arts.

STAIT WRITER

Seven years after the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts faced reduced hours,
trimmed its staff and held fower
exhibits because of state funding cuts,
the rond to the next century seems
much '\enrer nnd smouthcr than just
8ix montha ag

At the cnd ol' 1897 - the year when
jts executive director resigned, when
tho “Splendora of Egypt” exhibit expe-
rienced unprecedented success, and
when day-to-day operations were
transfored from the City of Detroit —
the Detroit Institute of Arts stands at
a watershed moment in its nearly 80-
year history, according to Maurice Par-
dsh, interim director.

With the Detroit City Council's deci-
sion lato last month ta transfer tho
management of the muscum to tho
Founders Society, the initial stop has
been taken to reinvent the perception
and stabilize the financial condition of
the museum, said Parrish, who

assumed the top poat after former
director Samuel Sachs II resigned in
Scptomber.

For the past year, the council vacillat-
ed over transferring control of the
musoum. The majority of the ninco
membeors were concerncd about honor-
ing the city's cnntrnc: with the umon

board, retains its oversight dutics.
“Wa now have a single organization

with tha ability to get public funds, but

not necessarily dependent on them.”

Short-term/long-term

In tho short term, visitors to the DlA
wnll ot notice any changes in hours,

oxhibits or facilities.
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The nctunl transition of management
from the city to exclu-

for
Behind the scenes, h l.ho isaue
acemed to be the percupﬂon that by
the

sively ﬂm Founders Society — a private

yielding control of the
council would be ngmg awny t}m city’n

founded in 1920
to support and rnieo funds for the
- will take about six montha. .

cultural
Apparently, ﬁmmcml and politieal
realities have prevailed,

“We'ro now in alignment with the -
most typical way art muscums oper-
ate,” said Parrish,

Beforo the council's move, the DIA
wan jvintly operated by the city and the
Founders Society. The new agreement
ealls for the Foundera Socicty to handlo
the daily operations. The city's arta
commission, o mayoral appointed

Approximately 70 percent of Lhe
DIA's $30 million budget ia raised by .
tho Founders Society.

Mozt rccunzly, the St Luum Art
and the Phil

of Art mado aimilar management

chenges. Like the DIA, these muscums

are publicly owned, but rely heavily on

corporate nnd individval donations for

funding.
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