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4 new chlldren S bboks
W111 delight young readers

Here are some
of the now trea-
wures available
this holiday sea-
son in children's
books, any one
of which might
delight the
smaller biblio-
philes on your
list:

“One of Each,”
by Mary Ann

VICTORIA
DIAZ

Hober-
wman,
ittus-
trated
by Mar.
jorive
Price-
m a0
(Little
Brown
& Co.,
$15.95)

neof

hlJ)

this rhymed story, shaggy dog
Oliver Tolliver gives new mean-
ing to the phrase, “the single
life.” In his one little house
(where his decorating tastes defi-
nitely ran toword splashy), he
has one of everything, incl

When Janet is invited to spend
the weckend with her Aunt
Peppy
{whose
name
suits her

cousing
in the
suburbs,
s h e
couldn't
be happicr. Here, in what Janct
considers a “sensible house,” the
beds are made, the dishes
washed and a meal is a meal.
The front door is only two steps
up from the driveway. There are
soccer games to attend! Errands
to run! A party to plan! Nobody

* is talking about the color of

clouds, nobody is paying any
attention to the details of o sun-
rise.

A ravelation is in atore for
Janet, however, and when she
returns home, she knows it's just
where she belongs.

Michigan writer/artist Perkins’
friendly ill add juice

“One plum and one apple, one
prar und one peach./Just one,
only one, simply one, one of
ench.”

Thir iz just fine with the
rather self-centered Oliver. In
fact, all of his onc-of-a-kind
things are so fine, he wants to
show some other “person” just
how fine they are.

Enter plaid-clad Peggoty
Small, a cool cat who teaches
Oliver a lesson in sharing and
caring. A snake, a sheep, a rab-
bit, o pig and a goose join in the
fun, too.

Priceman’s riotous artwork
suita the anthropomorphic antics
perfectly.

“Clouds for Dinner,” by Lynne
Rae Perkinu (Greenwillow, $16).
Ages 5-up. Corrot-topped Jonet
wishes things were different
around her house. Her porents
pay SO much attention to sun-
sets and clouds and poems ond
such, and are always trying to
get Janet to do the same. And
you have ta climb 87 steps just to
get to the front door of her
secluded house-on-n-hilltop, And
mealtime is gRen so cusual, it's
hardly recognizable ( %, . . some
days they would be enting apples
and ... cheese or muflins, and by
and by nobody was hungry any-
more. And that was dinner.”)

‘Michigan Seasons’
state’s rich outdoor

Michigan Seoasons
Edited by Ted |, Rulseh
(The Cabrin Bookshelf, $22.95)

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAFY WRITER

My uncles were hunters and
fishers. They hunted duck and
deer and fished for bass. They
wore mackinaws and plaid hats
with ear flaps,

My father recoiled at the
sound of a gun the only time 1
ever remember us joining my
uncles on the shooting range.
He didn't fish, either. His idea of
the outdoors was long walks en n
beach and staring for hours at o
bonfire.

And though I'm more likely to
enjoy the Michigan outdoora on a
bicycte or with binoculars, I have
often thought of my uncles as the
very essence of Michigan. They
are what Up North was all about
-~ before the developers, before
the resorters, before the eondo-
mania. They hunted, they fished
and they ate the venison, duck
ond biss they gathored. They
had great dogs — beagles and set-
ters and retrievers that were
moare partners than pets.

All of these memorics are
stirred up by this fine collection
of Michigan stories, part of a
series of beoka covering the out-
doors in Michigan and her spiri-
tunl risters, Wisconsin and Min-
nesota. The editor, Ted Rulsch,
is from Winconsin, but he sllows
that Michigan may have a lock
on nationally knawn eutdoor
writers. Seme of these writera
have gained famo in the xcneml
hwrm) world - Jim Harrison,
Thomas McGuane and John
Voelker - and othora have set
standards for outdoor writing —

' i

and flavor to this tale nboul the
way lifo is experienced from dif*
ferent viowpoints,

“The Gardener,” by Sarah
Stewart, illustrated by David
Small (II-‘urrar, Straus, Giroux,

$16). Al

all over.

It is the Great Depression, and
one night after supper, Lydia
Grace Finch learns that she is to
be sent away from home to live
with her Uncle Jim, who oper-
ates a little bakery in the big
city. Her dad has lost his job and
“no one asks Mama to make
dresses anymaore.” There seems
nothing elae to do.

As her grandma helps her
pack, Lydia Grace determines to
be brave, and soon, she is on her
way to a place she's never been.

In the city, she makes new
friends, learns her way around

CLANSIE TALES 68 LIFE 0L TROORS

Nichigan
Seasons

Ernest Schwiebert, Ben East
and Jerry Dennis. Wamen are
algo rapresented in Kathleen
Stocking and Ann. R. Miller,

The book follows the acasons
from spring to winter with true
atories (and one work of fiction)
that capture the special wonder
of Michigan, especially northern
Michigan. The majority of sto-
ries concern fishing, especially
fly fishing, though there are sto-
ries on duck, woodcock and fox
hunting. Curiously, there isn't
anything on that annual fall rit-
uat, deer hunting.

Even il you don’t hunt or fish,
the book haa some fine wrmnr
1

on the b of the M

the bokery and dutermmcs to
make her sourpuss uncle smile.
How she worka toward her goal
makes for a gently dramatic
story made even more effective
by David Small's playful visual
style. Though “The Gordener” is
sct dunng some of the darkest
days in our history, just about
cvery page. g]nwn with hope.
“Verdi,” by Junell Cannon
{Harcourt, Brace & Co., $18).
Ageu. 4-8, If there's one thing
frisky Verdi, the bnnnnn-ycl!ow
python doean't want to do, it's
turn green and boring, juet like
all the old snekes in his neck of
the woods. For the lifo of him, he
cnn’t imagine why his mother
hes encouraged him to “grow up
.. green as the trees' leaves,”
Hopmg some of the other old
snokes hanging around will give
i m
some
clues,
Verdi
ven-
tures
forth,
tapping
out a
tune
with his
tail,

ing, indulging in all kinds of rep-
tilian rambunctiousness, as the
old “greens” watch horrified.

“At this rate, he'll be lucky to
maoke it to his first melt,” one
comments.

Verdi makes it there = and
past - although he needs a little
help from his friends at one
point. And, no surprisingly, he
eventually turns the dreaded
greenish hue, in spite of all his
cfforts to avoid doing so. Not to
worry, though, the conclusion to
this little tale about cold-blooded
crawling creatures provides a
delightful case of the warm
fuzzies.

Cannon's lush and sure-hand-
ed jllustrations offer a lively,
often-fascinating touch. Another
definite plus: some factual
“snake notes” at the back of the
book will intrigue older readery.
Do you know what “ovo-
viviparous” means?

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia frec
lance writer who specializes in

book and theater revicws. You -

can reach her by voice mail at
953-2045, then press 1854.

captures
heritage

Seo Book Happanings,
page D7

Judge Voelker {who wrote
“Anatomy of a Murder™ writes
about his agonizing trials and
tribulations at his favorite fish-
ing spot and Norris McDowell
gives us the inside story of hia
friendship with the judge (dovot-
ed fisherman, raconteur, crib-
bage player and friend). Bob Lin-
senmaon describes the annual
assault on the Au Sable by fish-
ers and gives his curious/funny
dissection of the state popula-
tion. Jim Enger, o Troy nd man,
describes how he works out his
frustrations on a trout stream in
*Getting Out of Dodge,” (Dodge
ia adman talk for metra Detroit).
There are several tributes to
dogs and one aolid rebuke of
man's beat fricnd, One writer fol-
lows the path of Hemingway's
Big Two-Hearted Riveor. There
nre also fine father-son storics
like James P. Hall's “Ducks: My
Prop School” and Jerry Dennis
“Loke Trout Nights.”

The storics also remind us
that the outdeors can be a dan-
gerous place as in Jack Driscoll's
story of n boy's datre gone wrong,
“Wanting to Be Heard,” Ann
Miller's atruggle to uvoid drown-
ing in "Under the Weather” and
Ben East's tale of a duck hunt
gone bad in “Death Walked the
Duck Marsh."

’I’hln is u must for the fans of
1 Outdoors and Field

nutdoors, from mysterioun trout
streams at night to a marshy
duck blind in the enrly morning
chill,

4nnd SBtream, but it nlso has

appeal for anyone who likes a
good gtory and for anyone who
wants to key into what mokes
Michigan nuch a specinl pluce:
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