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THEATER

Meadow B

“A Christmas Carol” at Mcad-
otv Brook Theatre, Oakland Uni-
versity, Rochester Hills. Perfor-
mances: Dec. 14-28; 8 p.m. Tues-
day-Thursday; 2 p.m. Wednes-
day; 8 p.m. Friday; 2 p.m. &
p.m. Saturday, 2 p.m. & 6:30
p.m. Sunday. Tickets: $23-

" $33.50; (248) 377-3300.

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTASK WRITER

In the current context of ram-
pant consumerism and unbridled

' capitalistic zeal, “A Christmas

Carol” is arguably the most recit-
ed secular parable of the Christ-
mas season.

Proving that it, tov, has been
moved by the benevolent spirit,
Meadow Brovk Theatre has pro-
vided an inspiring modern-day
chapel for Charles Dickens' ser-
mon about sin and salvation.

From the opening walk of 19th
century carolers down the aisles
onte an intricately imaginative
Aet, Mcadaw Brook’s *A Christ.
mas Carol” displays high theatri-
cality without slipping into drip-
py sentimentalism.

Turning, two-level sets unfold
into London strects, Bob
Cratchit’s humble home and o
timeless dreamscape as Ebenez-
er'Scrooge stumbles through
Christmases past, present and to
come.

While “A Christmas Carol”
remains one of the western
world's most well-known stories,

ART BEAT

Meadow Brook has managed to
throw in enough surprises to
keop audiences searching the
stage for the next dozzling
pyrotechnic disploy, crawling
mist or hydraulic-driven appear-
ance of specters and tombstones.

The collaboration of Peter
Hicks’ seenery, Barbara Jenks'
costumes and Reid Johnson's
lighting remind us of the
promisc of theatre to conjure a
magical world in the here and
now.

To their credit, Medow Brook
doesn’t confuse special effects
with a special performance. Ulti-
mately, nothing does - nor
should ~ get in the way of Dick-
en's timeless plea for decency
and fellowship.

Much of the eredit should go to
Charles Nolte’s adaptation,
which preserves the framework
of the story while adding a 1990s
sensaibility. Nolte, who also
directa the play, adapted the
story especially for Meadow
Brook.

The current production,
including set, script and staging,
van at Meadow Brook from 1882-
1994 before returning this year
to the Ozkland University stage.

In particular, Nolte has
wrought a tapestry of humor and
pathos from Dicken's taut tale.

Giggle along with Paul Hop-
per's dafly Fezziwig, the Beetle

i Dickens may have
written the story at the
dawn of the Industrial
Age, but greed, regret
and atonement are as
pertinent as ever.

nor, Richard Schrot), and o
Christmuos Present {Debra Lynne
Wicks) who's filled with equal
parts of a boisterous fairy god-
mother and the outrageous
RuPaul.

Shed a tear for tho burdened
but dignified Baob Cratchit (also
played by Hooper), and other
Lendoneers too destitute to qual-
ify for credit, but none too short
on holidoy cheer.

And cast a prayer upon hear-
ing the Crachits sing “Silent
Night” as a dirge to tho godlcss
world where money and power
rules, and justice is a penniless

uper.

Dickens may have written the
story at the dawn of the Indus-
trial Age, but greed, regret and
atonement are as pertinent as
ever.

Ironically, Dickons wrote the
story in 1848 because he, too,
needed money. Like no other
d, Dickens was

Juice-like sniveling hants
(John Biedenbach, Chuck O'Con-

story he
said to have laughed and cried

while writing the classic.

Obviously, the “spirit” has
moved through others.

Serooge isn’t merely a com-
pelling character, but a conduit
for the good va. evil struggle in
cach of us in the days where
supply and demond determine
the rules of survival.

So, of course, what would be a
tale about the spiritual awaken-
ing of ono of literaturce’s cranki-
eat misers without o Mlesh-ond-
blood replica.

With deftness and subtly,
Booth Colman is not only the
paragon Scrooge, but he should
be examined to find if an actunl
transformation has taken place.
As Colman holds the rodder,

roogoe is steered away from his
initial observance that “The only
thing more ridiculous than
Christmas is love.”

The penitence for Scrooge’s
narrownesa ia n festive dosc of
holiday carols, a swig of eggnog
and a gathering nround the
hearth,

Meadow Brook’s “A Christmas
Carol” accomplishes more than
being an entertaining theatrical

pr P
along with Scrooge’s epiphany,
proves that love is not only for
all ages, but timeless.

And that's a timely reminder
amid the crozy rush to “got
ahead” and the current spending
apree once known as the Chriat-
mas season.

Send items for conzideration in
Art Beat to Frank Provenzano,
arts reporter, Obscruver & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, Inc. 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, M1 48009,
or fux (248) G44-1314.

‘THE BEAUX ARTS TRIO

Recognized for more than 40
years as setting the standard for
performance of piano trio litera-
ture, The Beaux Arts Trio brings
its igniting energy to Orchestra
Hall this Wednesday.

The concert is produced by the
Chamber Music Society of
Detroit. The legendary ensemble
has played a major role in the
programs of important culturat
and educationat centers through-

out North America, They per-
form in the annual concert series
at the Metropolitan Muscum of
Art in New York, the Celebrity
Series of Bostan, and the Library
of Congress, where the trio is in
resid The trio participated

other local musical groups in an
appearance on Channel 7's holi-
doy special presentation Satur-
day, Dee. 20, .
The choir will sing during
breaks in the “White Christmas,”
hedute to air from , 12:30-3:30

in the “December Evenings” fes-

p.m. They will also appear dur-
h

tival in Moscow at the
of renown maestro Svintoslov
Richter, and performed at the
1988 Summer Olympics in
Scoul. Their long list of record-
ing awards include the Gramo-
phone and Sterco Review's
record of tha year.
OAKLAND SINGERS

The Oakland Singers will join
the Detroit Concert Choir and

ing news 8t the

day, and during BeBe Winan's

Christmas special, 7-8 p.m.

MEADOW HROOK NAMES
PLAYWRIGHT-

Karim Alrawi hng been named
Mecadow Brook Theatre's first
playwright-in-residence and lit-
crary manoger. He will oversce
the theatre’s development of new
works, and assist in outreach
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Sponsored
By:

OWN A PIECE OF WOODWARD HISTORY...
S )\RD WOODWARD

Item A S. Woodward residential-size signs (opening bid price Is $40: 15
available)

Item B N. Woodward resldential-size signs (opening bid price s $40: 10
available)

Item C Woodward residential-size signs {opening bid price is $40: 9
available)

Item D Hunter residential-size signs (opening bid price is $40: 18 available)

Item E Tree sign (three signs on sign-post top) showing Ring Rd/E. Browr/S.
Woodward, opening bid is $60; only one avallable

Item F Large median signs: miscellaneous N. Woodward, S. Woodward and
Hunter {(opening bid Is $60; total 11 available)

Note: Signs are actual street signs and arc weathered.

How to Bid:

1. Telephone bids accepted beginning Thursday, December 4, 1997. Auction
closes at 5 p.m. Monday, December 15.

2. Auction by voice malk:

3. Leave Xour name, day time telephone, type of slgn desired and bld amount.
ry will be contacted to arrange for pick up in
d by date and order recelved. In the

&n payments are tax deductible with

roceeds solng toward beautification efforts on Woodward in south

ounty. All winning bidders will be published in the Observer &

Eccentric Newspapers January 8, 1998.

. Members of the Woodward Avenue Action Association Board of Directors

and association employees are excluded from participation.

Presented By:
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all the Woodward Avenue Actlon Assoclation at
(248) 399-3933. You may call 24 hours a day until 5 p.m. December 15,

SIGNS
FOR
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programa to local schools.

Born and raised in Alexandrin,
Egypt, Alrawi has had his plays
produced in hia homelond, Eng-
land, Cenada and the US. His
best-known plays include
“Migrations,” “Fire in the Lake,”
“Child in the Heart” and “Patag-
onia.” Alrawi has won the Whit-
ing Award, Edinburgh Fringe
First Award and Canada's Jesse
Richardson Award. He has also
written several feature length
films and television documen-
taries that have aired on the
BBC. He comes to Meadow
Brook after serving as ortistic
director of the New Play Centre
in Vancouver, Canada.
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e a Gift Thqt Goes

Don Sommer - Porcelaln License Plate
Don Sommer Fine Arts

105 Kinross

Clawson, M| 48017

(248) 435-6115

Sheila Emerson - Custom Trading Cards
Results Plus

15726 Birwood

Bimingham, M) 48025

(800) 499-3489

Dan Moore - Classic CD & Cassette

Discovery Businass Systems/Boys & Glrls Club
26900 Greenfield, Sulte #322

Oak Park, Ml 48237

(248) 987-2999

David Junqulst - Car Poster and Bumper Sticker
C & D Novelty

195 Maverick

Lapeer, M| 48448

(810) 667-9131

One Pound Alaskan
King Crab Legs....
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CARS
— Make Reservations Nowl
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rook conJuressplrlt of Dickens’ timeless tale

Hollday tale:

Lynne

Wicks (cen-
ter) performs
Han-
nah Locker
and Jeffrey
Hyke in
Meadow

The-

atre’s 16th
annual pro-
duction of ‘A
Christmas

WEDNESDAY ‘DINNER SPECIAL

:
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Ounce
‘ork Strip Steak.,
o R -

11t ol fun, we fust dont do Y
32350 W. 8 MILE

ARMINGTON HILLS,
248 426-6454

with Everything!

Officlal Licensed Woodward Dream Crulse” Merchandise

Greg Goga - Full logo car flags
L. 1. Corp

1737 Pearson

Ferndate, M| 48220

(248) 414-5154

Jim Tocco - Classle Poster
Tocco Deslgn/ Vinsetta Garage
1985 Flestwood

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
{810) 8464862

Richard Welss - ‘98 WDC Postcards
C. T. Publishing

P. 0. Box 2304

Blrmingham, Mt 48012

(248) 646-5372

508 Transcripts - Woodward Dream
Crulse Souvenlr Video

Produced by WXYZ-TV/Channel 7
(800) 553-7717

Happy Holidays from
Dream Cruise, Inc.”

MI 48335




